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EXPLANATION  OF  TECHNICAL  TERMS  USED  IN  THIS  REPORT. 


Blepharitis  .  Inflammation  of  the  margins  of  the  eyelids. 

Caries  .  Decay  of  bone  or  teeth. 

Conjunctivitis .  Inflammation  of  the  transparent  membrane  lining  the  front 

of  the  eye  and  the  inner  surface  of  the  eyelids. 

Cornea .  The  transparent  part  of  the  eye  in  front  of  the  pupil. 

Corneal  opacity .  An  opaque  condition  of  the  cornea  resulting  from  ulceration. 

Corneal  ulcers  .  Ulcers  on  the  cornea  or  clear  part  in  front  of  the  eye. 

Diathermy  .  The  process  by  which  electric  currents  are  made  to  penetrate 

into  the  deeper  parts  of  the  body,  thereby  producing 
internal  heating. 

Diastolisation .  Method  of  massaging  the  nasal  mucous  membrane. 

Eustachian  tube  .  A  small  tube  leading  from  the  back  of  the  nose  to  the  ear. 

Furunculosis .  “Boils.” 

Granulations  .  Proud  flesh. 

Impetigo  .  Contagious  sores  with  yellow  crusts  on,  often  associated 

■with  dirty  and  verminous  conditions. 


Intrathoracic  Glands...  Glands  inside  the  chest. 


Keratitis .  Inflammation  of  the  cornea. 

Mantoux  test .  A  skin  test  for  eliciting  evidence  of  past  or  present  tuber¬ 

culous  infection. 

Mastoid  .  The  mastoid  bone  which  lies  immediately  behind  the  ear, 

and  communicates  internally  with  it. 

Mesenteric  Glands  ...  Lymphatic  glands  in  the  abdominal  cavity. 

Myopia  .  Short  sight. 

Osteotomy  .  An  operation  involving  the  cutting  of  the  bone. 

Osteoclasis .  Another  form  of  bone  operation- 

Otitis  media  .  Inflammation  of  the  inside  of  the  ear. 

Otorrhcea  .  A  discharge  from  the  ear  (running  ear). 

Pediculosis .  Infection  with  lice. 

Polypi  . .  Growths  hanging  by  a  stalk. 

Rhinitis  .  Inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose. 

Seabies  .  A  contagious  skin  condition  commonly  known  as  “  itch.” 

Sinus  .  A  hollow  cavity  in  a  bone. 

Sinusitis  .  Inflammation  of  a  Sinus. 

Spastic  paralysis  .  A  form  of  paralysis  producing  rigidity. 

Suppuration  .  Inflammation  resulting  in  the  formation  of  pus. 

Talipes  .  Club-foot. 

Torticollis  .  “  Wry-neck.” 

Tympanic  sepsis  .  Pus  formation  inside  the  ear. 

Zinc  ionisation  .  A  method  of  treating  disease  of  the  ear  by  means  of  a  zinc 

solution  applied  electrically. 


STAFF  OF  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 


The  School  Medical  Officer, 

(also  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  . 

Full-time  Assistant  Staff, 
i  Chief  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 

15  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers. 

1  Senior  School  Dental  Officer. 

7  School  Dental  Officers. 

1  Superintendent  School  Nurse. 

57  School  Nurses. 

2  Orthopaedic  Nurses. 

28  Clerks. 

4  Clinic  Helpers. 

Part-time  Staff. 

10  Oculists. 

1  Throat  Surgeon. 

1  Anaesthetist. 

1  Consulting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

2  Surgeons  at  Orthopaedic  Clinics. 

4  Nurses  (supplied  by  the  Liverpool  Queen  Victoria 
District  Nursing  Association). 

6  Clinic  Helpers. 


CITY  OF  LIVERPOOL. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  to  the 

Education  Authority  for  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1935. 


The  Medical  Officer  has  pleasure  in  submitting’  his  Report  on  the 
work  of  the  School  Medical  Service  for  the  year  1935. 

1.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  carrying 
out  the  work  of  medical  inspections  of  the  children  attending  the 
Public  Elementary,  Special  and  Higher  Schools. 

2.  Two  additional  doctors,  namely,  Dr.  Mary  F.  Lacey  and 
Dr.  James  G.  McGill,  were  appointed  in  October  in  order  that 
special  attention  might  be  given  to  investigating  the  state  of 
nutrition  of  the  children,  and  that  the  arrears  of  work  might  be 
overtaken.  These  appointments  were  made  mainly  in  consequence 
of  Circular  1443,  issued  by  the  Board  of  Education,  in  which  they 
urged  authorities  to  conduct  “  nutrition  surveys”  in  the  schools 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  cases  suitable  for  meals  or  milk 
were  not  being  overlooked,  and  of  recommending  the  discontinu¬ 
ance  of  such  extra  nourishment  for  cases  no  longer  requiring  it. 
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The  Circular  stated  “  that  such  surveys  would  no  doubt  involve 
some  increase  of  the  work  of  the  medical  officers  though  not  as 
much  as  might  at  first  sight  appear.” 

This  Circular  was  carefully  considered  by  the  Committee,  and 
the  Medical  Officer,  when  reporting  on  the  recommendations  made 
by  the  Board,  informed  the  Committee  that  such  nutrition  surveys 
would  probably  involve  far  more  work  than  would  at  first  sight 
appear  in  contradistinction  to  the  Board’s  view,  and  he  therefore 
recommended  a  considerably  modified  scheme,  to  which  the  Board 
agreed.  Experience  has  shewn  that  the  work  entailed  even  by  this 
modified  scheme  is  of  even  greater  magnitude  than  the  Medical 
Officer  had  anticipated,  and  it  lias  resulted  in  a  very  appreciable 
slowing  down  of  the  work  of  medical  inspection. 

Whilst  fully  appreciating  the  importance  of  treating  cases  of 
under-nourishment  by  giving  meals  and  milk  where  necessary, 
the  Medical  Officer  feels  that  the  procedure  recommended  by  the 
Board  for  carrying  out  the  Provision  of  Meals  sections  of  the 
Education  Act,  namely,  a  general  nutrition  survey,  and  the 
keeping  under  special  medical  supervision  of  all  children  in  receipt 
of  meals  or  milk,  together  with  the  large  amount  of  clerical 
work  involved  thereby,  is  too  cumbersome,  whilst  the  cost  incurred 
is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  amount  of  improvement  in  results 
achieved. 

This  subject,  which  the  Medical  Officer  considers  of  considerable 
importance,  is  dealt  with  in  more  detail  later  in  the  Report,  in  the 
Section  on  Nutrition. 

3.  The  building  of  the  Clinic  in  the  Dovecot  area  for  the  joint 
use  of  the  School  Medical  and  Hospitals  Committees  was 
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commenced  during  the  year,  and  will  probably  be  ready  for  use  in 
May  1936.  Prcwision  has  been  made  at  this  Clinic  for  the  treat- 

v  y 

ment  of  minor  ailments,  visual  and  dental  defects. 

The  Committee  also  had  under  consideration  the  erection  of  joint 
Clinics  to  serve  the  Walton  and  Fazakerly  areas.  They  further 
decided  to  extend  the  scope  of  dental  treatment  by  opening  an 
additional  Dental  Clinic  in  North  Way  to  serve  the  Wavertree 
and  Old  Swan  districts,  and  appointing  two  more  dental  officers, 
but  these  officers  will  not  come  on  duty  till  June,  1936. 

4.  The  Medical  Officer  wishes  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the 
work  of  Dr.  Danilin,  the  Chief  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer, 
and  the  other  members  of  the  staff  of  the  School  Medical  Service, 
and  also  to  those  who,  outside  their  official  duties,  have  furthered 
the  welfare  of  children  and  juveniles.  Some  of  the  doctors  and 
dentists  have  given  their  services  in  connection  with  Boys’  Clubs, 
others  have  taken  first-aid  classes,  or  have  examined  unemployed 
ex-scholars  in  need  of  medical  attention,  or  have  delivered  lectures 
to  Parents’  Associations,  etc.  Particular  mention  should  be  made 
of  the  services  rendered  by  Drs.  Atkinson,  Clouston,  Howard, 
McHugh  and  MacRae,  and  also  Mr.  Parsons,  the  Senior  School 
Dental  Officer. 

5.  The  Medical  Officer  is  indebted  to  the  Director  of  Education 
for  information  supplied  with  regard  to  certain  sections  of  this 
Report,  relating  in  particular  to  the  work  in  connection  with  the 
Special  Schools,  Provision  of  Meals  and  Juvenile  Employment. 

6.  The  complete  statistical  tables  required  by  the  Board  of 
Education  concerning  the  work  carried  out,  appear  in  Appendix 
“A”  and  Appendix  “B”,  but  a  summary  of  the  work  under¬ 
taken,  together  with  certain  other  information,  is  here  given, 
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CITY  OF  LIVERPOOL. 


General  Statistics  : 

Estimated.  Population 
Area,  in  acres... 

Density  of  population,  per  acre 
Number  of  Public  Elementary  Schools 
Accommodation 
Average  number  on  rolls 
Average  attendance  ... 


...  876,110 
...  27,321 

32 
196 

...  161,307 
...  138,677 
...  123,621  (89-1%) 


GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT 

1.  By  School  Medical  Officers  : — 

(a)  Medical  Inspections  : 


Public 

Elementary 

Schools. 

Higher 

Schools. 

Special 

Schools. 

Nursery 

Schools. 

Totals. 

Routine  Inspections 

37,736 

6,955 

460 

216 

45,367 

Special  Inspections 

17,823 

306 

150 

7 

18,286 

Re-inspections  ... 

63,741 

6,723 

1,379 

60 

71,903 

Total  Inspections  ... 

119,300 

13,984 

1,989 

283 

135,556 

(b)  Treatment  carried  out  : 

Cases  of  miscellaneous  minor  ailments 

,,  ,,  skin  diseases 

„  „  eye  diseases 

„  ,,  ear  diseases 

Total 


...  21,777 
...  3,934 

...  3,766 

...  3,156 

...  32,633 


2.  By  Specialist  Officers  : 

Treatment  carried  out : 

(a)  No.  of  cases  operated  upon  at  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  Clinic 

(b)  .,  ,,  ,,  dealt  with  by  Surgeon  at  Orthopaedic  Clinics 

(c)  ,,  ,,  ,,  of  defective  eyesight  treated  by  Oculists  at  Clinics 

or  own  rooms 

(d)  ,,  ,,  „  treated  by  X-rays 

Total  treated  by  Specialists  . 


1,236 

872 

6,029 

25 

8,162 


3.  By  School  Dental  Officers  : — 

Elementary  School  Children  treated  at  Clinics  ... 
Special  and  Approved  School  Children  treated  . . . 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  cases  treated 


...  19,181 
889 
239 
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CO-ORDINATION  WITH  OTHER  HEALTH 

SERVICES. 

T.  The  School  Medical  Service  works  in  close  co-operation  with 
the  Public  Health  Services  in  the  following  ways:  — 

(1)  The  treatment  facilities  provided  by  the  Education 
Committee  for  squint,  otorrhoea  and  orthopsedic  defects  are 
available  for  pre-school  children. 

(2)  In  one  area  of  the  City  arrangements  are  made  for  the 
dental  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  to  be 
carried  out  by  the  school  dental  staff. 

(3)  One  of  the  School  Medical  Officers  has  been  placed  in 
charge  of  one  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

(4)  The  Clinics  at  Garston  and  Norris  Green  are  shared  by 
the  School  Medical  Department  and  the  Child  Welfare  Depart¬ 
ment. 

(5)  The  cleansing  stations  are  provided  by  the  Health 
Committee. 

(6)  Cases  of  infectious  disease  discovered  by  the  School 
Medical  staff  are  at  once  notified  to  the  Health  Department. 

(7)  All  actual  or  doubtful  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  referred 
to  the  Tuberculosis  Department  for  examination  and  report, 
and,  in  addition,  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  reports  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer  the  results  of  the  examination  of  all  other 
school  children  who  have  been  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer. 

(8)  Special  mention  must  also  be  made  of  the  close  co-opera¬ 
tion  with  the  City  Hospitals,  particularly  the  Children’s 
Hospital  at  Alder  Hey,  and  the  Olive  Mount  Cottage  Homes. 

NUTRITION. 

8.  In  December,  1934,  the  Board  of  Education  issued  their  Nutrition 
Administrative  Memorandum  No.  124,  with  the  object  of  securing  C!asslficatlon- 
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that  the  statistical  returns  relating  to  the  nutrition  of  the  children 
should  be  recorded  in  a  “precise  and  uniform  manner,”  and  they 
requested  that  the  state  of  each  child’s  nutrition  should  for  the 
future  be  classified  under  one  of  the  following  four  categories  :  — 
(A)  Excellent,  (B)  Normal,  (C)  Slightly  subnormal,  (D)  Bad. 

9.  The  need  for  securing  more  uniformity  in  the  assessment 
of  nutrition  is  evidenced  by  the  widely  divergent  figures  for 
malnutrition  returned  by  various  authorities,  and  published  in  the 
“  Health  of  the  School  Child.” 

An  example  of  such  divergencies  was  given  in  a  pamphlet  issued 
by  the  Social  Survey  of  Merseyside,  which  quoted  comparative 
percentage  figures  of  children  requiring  treatment  for  malnutri¬ 
tion  discovered  at  the  routine  inspections  for  1931,  in  Liverpool 
(021  per  cent.),  and  the  three  neighbouring  towns  of  Bootle 
(2-36  per  cent.),  Birkenhead  (007  per  cent.),  and  Wallasey 
(00  per  cent.),  and  the  comment  was  made  that  it  was  “  difficult 
to  believe  that  Bootle  children  are  twelve  times  as  undernourished 
as  Liverpool  children.”  For  all  practical  purposes,  the  Liverpool 
and  Bootle  children,  though  not  living  in  the  same  municipality, 
may  be  considered  as  practically  belonging  to  one  community, 
and  the  disparity  in  the  figures  is  almost  certainly  due  to  a 
different  standard  of  assessment  adopted  by  the  school  medical 
officers  of  the  boroughs  concerned. 

In  the  “  Health  of  the  School  Child  ”  for  1934,  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Board  states,  “  The  precise  estimation  of  the 
nutritional  state  of  a  child  is  admittedly  difficult,  and  especially 
hard  to  define  is  that  division  where  the  normal  (B)  shades  away 
into  the  slightly  subnormal  (C).” 

10.  A  conference  of  the  school  medical  officers  on  the  Staff  was 
called  to  consider  the  Circular,  with  the  object  of  deciding  how  the 
most  uniform  method  of  assessing  nutrition  could  be  achieved. 
The  medical  officers  were  of  opinion  that  their  main  difficulty  has 
been  not  so  much  the  differentiating  between  the  cases  on  the 
border  line  between  the  “  normal  ”  and,  what  the  Board  term 
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the  ‘slightly  subnormal,”  as  in  deciding  into  which  category  to 
place  those  subnormally  nourished  children,  who  are  rather  more 
than  Slightly  subnormal,  but  whom  they  do  not  feel  justified  in 
classifying*  as  suffering  from  bad  nutrition,  and  this  group  of 
doubtful  cases  forms  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  under¬ 
nourished  children.  If  this  border-line  group  be  included  amongst 
the  “  bad  ”  by  some  observers,  and  by  others  amongst  the  slightly 
“subnormal,”  the  effect  might  easily  cause  such  an  alteration  iu 
the  percentage  of  these  two  groups  as  to  lead  to  quite  erroneous 
conclusions  being  drawn.  This  difficulty  could  largely  be  overcome 
by  intercalating  another  group  which  might  be  termed  “  sub¬ 
normal,’  between  the  “slightly  subnormal”  and  the  “bad, 
and  which  would  comprise  those  cases  more  than  slightly  subnormal 
but  yet  not  definitely  badly  nourished. 

11.  The  method  for  recording  nutrition  adopted  in  Liverpool 
is  to  make  use  of  a  series  of  marks  ranging  from  5  to  1,  4  repre¬ 
senting  normal  nutrition,  5  excellent  nutrition,  3  subnormal  and 
2  and  1  cases  of  malnutrition.  When  any  doubt  exists  as  to  which 
mark  to  give  to  any  particular  case,  this  difficulty  is  overcome  by 
the  use  of  +  or  —  signs  in  conjunction  with  the  marks.  Thus,  in 
the  case  of  a  child  whose  nutrition,  in  the  medical  officer’s  opinion, 
is  a  border-line  one  between  the  normal  and  the  slightly  subnormal, 
the  medical  officer  will  give  the  mark  of  4  -  or  3  +.,  according  as 
to  whether  the  nutrition  more  nearly  approximates  the  normal  (4) 
or  the  subnormal  (3).  One  further  and  important  advantage  of 
the  use  of  +  and  -  signs  is  that  at  later  examinations  slighter 
alterations  in  the  state  of  nutrition  can  thus  be  recorded  and 
become  available  for  statistical  purposes. 

12.  Until  school  medical  officers  have  a  clearer  mental  picture 
of  the  types  of  children  to  be  included  in  each  of  the  nutritional 
groups,  the  figures  returned  by  the  various  authorities  will  not 
be  recorded  in  a  “precise  and  uniform  manner,”  and  will  not, 
therefore,  be  justifiably  comparable. 

13.  The  nutrition  of  the  children  examined  as  Routine  cases 
has  been  classified  into  the  categories  suggested  by  the  Board,  the 
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results  being  recorded  in  Table  II  B,  which  shews  that  88'5  per 
cent,  of  the  children  were  recorded  as  having  normal  or  excellent 
nutrition,  10T  per  cent,  shewed  evidence  of  slightly  subnormal 
nutrition,  and  1*4  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  badly  nourished. 

14.  Although  from  the  height  and  weight  alone  of  one 
individual  child  it  is  not  possible  to  deduce  the  state  of  its 
nutrition,  yet  a  study  of  the  average  heights  and  weights  of  the 
school  population  as  a  whole  or  of  special  well-defined  groups  of 
that  population  does  give  a  comparatively  good  idea  of  the  general 
nutrition  of  the  children  involved.  When  considered  over  a  period 
of  years,  an  indication  of  any  variations  in  the  general  nutrition 
can  be  obtained,  but  it  is  of  little  value  to  endeavour  to  compare 
the  general  nutrition  of  the  children  in  two  consecutive  years  as 
variations  from  one  year  to  the  next  are  practically  negligible. 


An  investigation  in  Liverpool  on  these  lines  has  shewn  that  the 
children  at  the  present  time  are  distinctly  taller  and  heavier  than 
vere  the  children  of  a  few  years  back,  and  although  this  indicates 
an  improvement  in  the  general  state  of  nutrition,  and  negatives  any 
cause  foi  anxiety,  yet  there  is  still  scope  for  reducing  the  number 
of  children  considered  to  be  under-nourished.  But,  as  has  been 


Pointed  out  in  previous  Annual  Reports,  and  also  by  Sir  George 
Newman,  subnormal  nutrition  often  results  from  causes  other  than 
lack  of  sufficient  food,  such  as  unbalanced  diets  due  to  igmorance 
or  incompetent  housekeeping,  insufficient  sleep,  ill-health,  etc. 


It  is  hoped  that  those  cases  which  are  attributable  to  incorrect 
feeding  will  steadily  diminish,  in  the  course  of  time,  with  the 
increasing  facilities  which  are  being  provided  by  the  Education 
Committee  for  the  teaching  of  domestic  science  to  the  older  girls. 


15.  When  the  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  scheme  for  the  supply  of 
milk  to  school  children,  at  the  reduced  price  of  -Jd.  for  one-third  of 
a  pint,  was  introduced  towards  the  end  of  1934,  the  Board  of 
Education  issued  Circular  1,437  to  Local  Education  Authorities 
explaining  that,  in  their  view,  the  selection  of  the  children  who 
should  be  given  milk  free,  should  be  based  upon  the  nutritional 
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condition  of  tlie  children,  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  the  school 
medical  officers  should  make  periodical  surveys  of  all  the  school 
children,  and  keep  under  regular  supervision  those  receiving  milk. 

16.  In  connection  with  the  Board’s  suggestions  for  nutrition 
surveys,  the  Committee  decided  that  full  nutrition  surveys  should 
only  he  carried  out  in  the  schools  in  the  poorer  neighbourhoods. 
During  the  routine  inspection  at  eacli  of  these  schools,  the  school 
medical  officers  are  required  to  pass  under  rapid  review  all  the 
children,  and  to  select  for  detailed  examination  any  children 
whose  nutrition  appears  to  be  subnormal.  The  parents 
are  invited  to  attend  these  detailed  examinations,  and  the  medical 
officers  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  causes  of  anv  under-nutrition, 

V 

and  decide  whether  or  not  to  recommend  milk  or  meals  or  both, 
any  recommendations  being  forwarded  to  the  School  Meals  Depart¬ 
ment.  Visits  are  then  made  to  the  homes  by  the  school  attendance 
officers  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  financial  circumstances 
of  the  parents  for  the  information  of  the  Meals  Committee,  who 
decided  whether  or  not  to  give  the  extra  nourishment  free. 

In  those  schools  in  which  full  nutrition  surveys  are  not  under¬ 
taken,  the  school  medical  officers  specially  examine,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  nutrition,  only  those  children  who  are  already  in 
receipt  of  meals  or  milk,  in  addition  to  any  other  children  brought 
forward  by  the  head  teachers. 

The  medical  officers  have  also  been  instructed  that  when  they 
examine  any  children  for  any  purpose  whatsoever,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  question  of  their  nutrition.  All  cases  in  receipt 
of  meals  or  milk  are  examined  by  the  medical  officers  at  eacli 
periodical  visit  to  the  schools. 

17.  The  Board  say  that  periodical  nutrition  surveys  “would 
no  doubt  involve  some  increase  of  the  work  of  the  medical  officers, 
though  not  as  much  as  might  at  first  sight  appear. ” 

Experiments  were  tried  in  Liverpool  to  see  how  such  a  survey 
could  best  be  carried  out,  and  it  soon  became  clear  that  to  carry 
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out  nutrition  surveys  of  all  the  children,  unless  they  were  merely 
perfunctory,  would  necessitate  a  very  material  increase  of  the  work 
of  the  medical  officers,  whilst  considerable  additional  nursing  and 
clerical  assistance  would  also  be  required. 

The  Board’s  Circular  led  many  Authorities  to  communicate  with 
them  as  to  the  methods  to  be  adopted  in  the  selection  for  free 
meals,  having  regard  to  the  provisions  of  Section  82-84  of  the 
Education  Act  and  the  Board’s  Grant  llegulations,  and  in 
December,  1935,  the  Board  issued  Circular  1,443,  re-stating  their 
views  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  meals  and  milk  for  school 
children. 

Paragraph  2  of  this  Circular  reads  as  follows: — “  The  Board 
“  are  concerned  to  secure  that  all  children  who  are  unable  by  reason 
of  lack  of  food  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  education  provided 
for  them  should  receive  such  supplementary  nourishment  as  may 
“  be  appropriate  in  each  case,  the  meals  being  provided  free  where 
the  parent  is  unable  to  pay.  For  this  purpose,  in  their  view, 
“  provision  may  properly  be  made  for  any  child  who  shews  any 
“  symptoms,  whether  educational  or  physical,  however  slight.” 

18.  The  children  for  whom  the  Education  Act,  1921,  empowers 
local  education  authorities  to  provide  meals  are  those  who  “  are 
“  unable  by  reason  of  lack  of  food  to  take  full  advantage  of  the 
“  education  provided  for  them.” 

This  definition  is  identical  with  that  of  the  Education  (Provision 
of  Meals)  Act  1906,  which  was  repealed  when  the  Education  Act, 
1921,  was  passed.  Social  conditions,  however,  and  the  nutrition 
of  the  children  have  greatly  improved  since  the  Act  of  1906  was 
passed.  The  following  extract  from  the  evidence  given  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Liverpool  Elementary  Schools  Management  Sub- 
Committee  in  1905  before  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee  on 
Medical  Inspection  and  Feeding  of  Children,  is  an  indication  of 
the  condition  of  some  of  the  school  children,  which  led  to  the 
particular  wording  of  the  qualifying  definition  in  the  Act  of  1906. 
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He  stated:  “  The  number  of  children  given  to  me  as  coming  to 
‘  ‘  school  without  food  at  all  varies  in  different  schools  from  2  per 
“  cent,  to  10  per  cent.,  while  from  JO  per  cent,  to  15  per  cent,  are 
“  believed  to  come  hungry,  though  having  had  something.  .  ,  . 
“I  am  myself  doubtful,  however,  whether  the  percentage  of 
“  entirely  unfed  children  really  reaches  10  per  cent.,  except 
“  perhaps  in  times  of  abnormal  destitution,  and  only  then  in  very 
“  few  schools.” 

He  also  stated:  “All  the  teachers  agree  that  it  was  almost 
“  impossible  to  do  any  good  by  attempting  to  teach  starving 
“  children,  and  that  the  time  and  trouble  expended  in  doing  so 
“  was  thrown  away.” 

Similar  evidence  was  given  by  representatives  of  other  large 
towns. 

19.  From  the  evidence  produced  before  the  Inter-Departmental 
Committee  it  will  be  realised  that  the  definition  in  the  Act  of  1906 
as  to  the  type  of  children  to  whom  free  meals  could  be  granted  was 
at  the  time  quite  a  satisfactory  one,  and  no  difficulty  would  be 
found  in  selecting  large  numbers  of  children  who  “  by  reason  of 
“  lack  of  food  were  unable  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  education 
“  provided  for  them.” 

Since  that  time,  however,  the  general  nutrition  of  the  school 
children  has,  largely  due  to  social  legislation,  vastly  improved 
when  compared  with  that  of  30  years  ago,  so  much  so  indeed,  that 
at  the  present  time,  even  in  a  big  city,  such  as  Liverpool,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  more  than  a  comparatively  few  children  who 
could  really  be  regarded  as  being  “  by  reason  of  lack  of  food  unable 
“  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  education  provided  for  them.” 
Clearly  this  old  definition  is  obsolete. 

20.  The  Board’s  desire  that  school  medical  officers  should  take 
a  large  part  in  deciding  what  children  shall  be  recommended  for 
meals  and  milk  frequently  places  these  officials  in  an  unreasonable 
position,  for  though  they  encounter  many  children  of  subnormal 
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nutrition  who  would  derive  benefit  from  the  provision  of  meals  or 
milk,  it  is  quite  impossible  in  many  cases  for  doctor  or  teacher, 
either  separately  or  in  consultation,  truthfully  to  say  that,  by 
leason  of  lack  of  food,  they  ‘  are  unable  lo  take  full  advantage 
“  of  the  education  provided  for  them.” 

further,  the  Board  in  Circular  1,443  state  that  they  consider 
free  meals  may  properly  be  given,  within  the  definition  of  the  Act, 
to  children  who  “shew  any  symptoms,  whether  ‘educational’  or 
‘  physical,’  however  slight.”  Presumably  this  infers  that,  through 
lack  of  food,  children  can  shew  “educational  symptoms  ”  whilst 
still  remaining  physically  well  nourished.  If  it  be  accepted  that 
children,  whilst  remaining  physically  well  nourished,  can  shew 

educational  symptoms”  of  under-nutrition,  such  cases  can  only 
be  diagnosed  by  the  teachers,  and  the  duty  of  referring  them  for 

meals  or  milk  should,  therefore,  rest  with  the  teachers  and  not  with 
the  school  medical  officers. 

21.  4  he  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Board  has  frequently 
stiessed  the  point  that  the  meals  should  be  preventive  in  nature. 
On  the  other  hand,  Circular  1443  states  that  the  Board  cannot 
legal d  the  fact  that  the  parent’s  income  falls  within  an  authority’s 
scale  as  by  itself  justifying  the  provision  of  free  meals.  These 
views  appear  io  be  somewhat  conflicting  for,  if  real  preventive 
action  is  to  be  taken,  free  meals  should  be  made  available  to 
children  as  soon  as  their  parents’  incomes  fall  within  the  scale 
adopted  by  the  local  authority  and  before  their  condition  has 
reached  the  state  at  which  they  become  “  unable  to  take  full 
advantage  of  the  education  provided  for  them.” 

22.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  Section  84  of  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Act,  1921,  should  be  modified  in  such  a  manner  as  to  permit 
of  meals  or  milk  being  given  when  considered  desirable  (J )  as  a 
preventive  measure  and  not  limited  only  to  cases  in  which  lack 
of  food  is  definitely  already  prejudicing  the  children’s  education, 
and  (2)  to  undernourished  children,  whether  or  not  their  condition 
is  due  to  lack  of  food,  provided  that  the  family  income  falls  within 
the  authority’s  scale.  Furthermore,  the  administration  of  the 
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section  would  be  considerably  simplified  if  the  selection  of  children 
for  free  meals  or  milk  were  made  by  methods  largely  independent 
of  nutrition  surveys,  a  procedure  which  has  proved  to  be  both 
costly  and  cumbersome,  and  which  fails  to  bring  to  light  those 
cases  which,  on  account  of  the  financial  circumstances  of  the 
family,  should  be  receiving  extra  nourishment  as  a  preventive 
measure. 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

23.  The  following  table  shews  the  work  carried  out  under  the 
Dental  Scheme  for  children  attending  the  public  elementary 
schools,  together  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous 
two  years : — 

Table  1, 


1933 

1934 

1935 

Number  of  children  examined  in  school 

75,305 

70,739 

66,413 

Number  of  children  requiring  treatment 

Number  of  cases  accepting  treatment  under  the 

60,119 

(79-8%) 

57,648 

(81.4%) 

54,670 

(82-3%) 

Dental  Scheme  . 

16,366 

(27-2%) 

18,743 

(32-5%) 

20,106 

(36-7%) 

Number  of  cases  treated 

15,906 

17,719 

19,055 

Number  of  schools  concerned  ... 

127 

118 

107 

24.  The  proportion  of  parents  accepting  the  offer  of  dental 
treatment  for  their  children  shewed  a  considerable  increase  during 
the  year,  rising  from  32-5  to  36-7  per  cent.  Whilst  as  yet  by  no 
means  satisfactory,  the  response  was  greater  than  in  any  year 
since  the  period  of  financial  depression  began  in  1930,  and 
represents  the  second  highest  figure  recorded  since  the  inauguration 
of  the  School  Dental  Service,  and  it  would  appear  that  the  interest 
of  parents  in  the  dental  condition  of  their  children  is  surely, 
although  very  slowly,  increasing. 
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The  increase  of  the  acceptance  rate,  involving  the  treatment  of 
some  1,500  children  who  had  previously  received  no  regular  treat¬ 
ment  at  all,  still  further  increased  the  very  high  proportion  of 
permanent  teeth  it  was  found  necessary  to  extract.  The  object 
of  the  scheme  is,  of  course,  the  preservation  of  the  permanent 
teeth  by  fillings,  but  the  proportion  of  such  teeth  found  capable 
of  being  filled  to  those  which  needed  to  be  extracted  was  as  two 
is  to  five,  the  comparable  proportion  for  the  rest  of  the  country 
being  as  two  is  to  one. 

The  respective  rates  of  acceptance  are  36  7  per  cent,  for  Liverpool 
and  63  per  cent,  for  the  remainder  of  the  country.  It  is  obvious 
that  until  the  proportion  of  those  accepting  regular  treatment 
rises  very  considerably  much  of  the  work  will  continue  to  be 
palliative  rather  than  preventive  in  nature.  Owing  to  the  poor 
response  at  present  made  to  offers  of  regular  treatment,  the  work 
of  the  dental  officers  is,  to  a  large  extent,  precluded  from  achieving 
its  object,  namely,  that  of  helping  to  build  up,  by  preservative 
methods,  sound  dentitions  for  the  better  protection  of  the 
children \s  health  in  ensuing*  vears. 

25.  With  the  object  of  stimulating  the  interest  of  the  children 
in  the  care  of  their  teeth,  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Dental 
Board  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  send,  during  three  weeks  in 
September,  some  of  their  lecturers  a)nd  also  their  exhibits  to  two 
centres,  located  in  the  Norris  Green  Clinic  and  the  Stanley  Koad 
Council  School.  Altogether  approximately  8,500  children  attended 
these  centres  from  neighbouring  schools,  in  parties  of  about  100 
in  charge  of  their  teachers.  The  models  and  diagrams  which  the 
lecturers  exhibited  were  well  chosen  and  emphasised  the  points 
which  the  lecturers  made. 

In  the  majority  of  the  schools  from  which  the  children  attended 
the  subsequent  acceptance  rate  shewed  some  improvement,  and  in 
one  school  in  particular,  at  which  the  acceptance  rate  had  been 
stationary  for  some  years,  it  was  doubled. 
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TONSILS  AND  ADENOIDS. 

26.  At  the  routine  examinations  of  the  public  elementary  school 
children,  the  number  found  to  require  treatment  for  unhealthy 
tonsils  or  adenoids  was  730,  which  represents  a  percentage  of  1>93 
of  the  children. 

Apart  from  the  cases  discovered  at  the  routine  examinations, 
591  other  children  were  found  to  require  treatment  for  one  or  both 
of  these  conditions.  In  cases  where  the  school  medical  officers  arf 
uncertain  whether  or  not  to  recommend  operative  treatment, 
arrangements  are  made  for  them  to  be  seen  at  the  clinic  by  the 
specialist.  Altogether  661  of  these  doubtful  cases  were  referred  to 
him  during  1935,  and  in  309  cases  an  operation  was  advised. 

27.  The  treatment  was  carried  out  at  the  Committee’s  Clinic  at 
the  North  Dispensary,  Yauxhall  Road,  which  was  opened  on  110 
occasions  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  cases  treated  was 
1,236,  which  number  included  11  cases  from  the  Special  Schools, 
5  from  the  Higher  Schools  and  3  Nursery  School  cases. 

The  operations  were  as  follows  :  — 

Tonsils  only .  812 

Adenoids  only  .  109 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ...  .  315 

Total  .  1,236 


It  was  found  necessary  to  apply  the  special  tonsils  clamps  in  105 
cases.  In  5  cases  it  was  considered  desirable  to  transfer  the 
children  to  Alder  Hey  Hospital,  4  for  observation  on  account  of 
post-operation  haemorrhage  and  1  owing  to  a  chest  complication. 

THE  LIVERPOOL  CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC. 

28.  The  Staff  of  this  Clinic  h  ave  continued  to  render  valuable 
assistance  to  the  School  Medical  Department  by  undertaking  the 
examination  of  cases  of  “  difficult  ”  children  referred  to  them. 
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During  the  year  46  cases  were  referred  to  this  Clinic,  of  which 
number  27  were  boys  and  19  girls  of  ages  varying  from  5  to  14.| 
Up  to  the  age  of  8  the  cases  referred  were  about  equally  divided 
between  boys  and  girls,  but  from  8  to  11  years  there  were  more 
boys  than  girls  referred,  while  from  the  age  of  11  onwards  the 
position  was  reversed. 

The  main  reasons  for  the  references  were  on  account  of 
behaviour  problems  such  as  being  unmanageable  or  truanting.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  there  were  more  boys  referred  for 
nervousness  than  there  were  girls. 

It  is  thought  by  some  people  that  11  behaviour  ”  problems  in 
children  are  merely  manifestations  of  a  poor  mentality,  and  that 
consequently  no  form  of  treatment  can  be  of  much  benefit  to  them. 
Such  a  theory  however  is  not  supported  by  facts  since  it  has  been 
found  that  not  only  were  comparatively  few  of  the  cases  referred 
to  the  Clinic  below  average  in  intelligence,  but  that  the  intelligence 
of  many  of  them  was  even  superior  to  the  average. 


CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS  ACT. 

29.  In  connection  with  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act, 
medical  reports  were  submitted  for  the  information  of  the 
magistrates  on  1,740  cases,  an  increase  of  247  over  the  number 
supplied  in  the  previous  year.  In  addition  to  supplying  these 
reports,  27  further  cases  were  specially  examined  and  reported 
upon,  23  of  these  at  the  request  of  the  magistrates  and  4  at  the 
request  of  the  Probation  Officer, 
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ORTHOP/EDIC  SCHEME. 

30.  The  Orthopaedic  scheme  has  been  improved  by  the  new 
arrangement  which  came  into  force  towards  the  end  of  1934, 
whereby  Mr.  McFarland  has  been  given  beds  at  Alder  Hey 
Hospital,  and  Mr.  Eastwood  has  participated  in  the  work  of  the 
Clinics.  These  two  surgeons  in  addition  to  being  on  the  staff  of 
the  Alder  Hey  Hospital  are  also  on  the  staffs  of  certain  of  the 
voluntary  hospitals,  an  arrangement  which  has  considerably 
facilitated  the  co-ordination  of  the  work  associated  with  the 
Orthopaedic  scheme. 

31.  The  massage  and  remedial  exercises  ordered  by  the 
Surgeons  have  been  carried  out  at  the  clinics  by  the  two 
orthopaedic  nurses.  In  addition  to  attending  at  these  clinics  one 
of  the  nurses  attends  at  the  Margaret  Beavan  Special  School  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  any  necessary  exercises  and  massage  to  the 
physically  defective  children  at  that  school,  as  well  as  to  other 
orthopaedic  cases  living  within  easy  access  of  this  school. 

32.  During  the  year  there  were  872  children  under  super- 
vision  at  the  clinics,  301  of  these  being  new  cases,  of  which  number 
107  were  seen  at  the  Walton  Hoad  Clinic,  116  at  the  Everton 
Road  Clinic,  and  78  at  the  Dingle  House  Clinic.  Altogether  the 
cases  made  11,073  attendances  either  for  examination  by  the 
Surgeons  or  for  massage  or  exercises,  the  average  number  >of 
attendances  per  case  for  massage  or  remedial  exercises  being  19-3. 

For  reasons  which  Mr.  McFarland  points  out  in  his  report, 
the  number  of  cases  in  which  plasters  were  applied  at  the  Clinics 
were  only  six,  as  compared  with  31  during  the  previous  year. 
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33.  Arrangements  were  made  for  105  of  the  cases  to  be 
admitted  to  hospital,  whilst  31  cases  were  referred  to  hospital 
for  X-ray  examination. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  treatment  carried  out  in 
the  hospitals : — 

SUMMARY  OF  HOSPITAL  TREATMENTS,  1935. 


Correction  of  deformities  of  feet  or  toes  ...  2? 

Tenotomies  or  stretching  ...  ...  ...  21 

Osteotomies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Osteoclasis  10 

Lengthening  of  leg  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Treatment  of  scoliosis  by  traction  ...  ...  5 

Reduction  of  Congenital  dislocation  of  hip  ...  3 

Other  operations,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

General  treatment  ...  .  .  9 


105 


34.  The  following-up  of  the  school  cases  was  done  by  the 
Child  Welfare  Association,  whose  visitors  paid  905  visits  to  the 
homes  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  regular  attendance  of  the 
children  at  the  Clinics  and  of  seeing  that  the  Surgeon’s  advice 
as  to  home  treatment  was  being  properly  carried  out.  In  469 
instances  the  Association  assisted  the  parents  in  the  provision  of 
surgical  apparatus,  special  boots,  repairs,  etc. 

35.  The  accompanying  Table  shews  in  detail  the  work  carried 
out  at  the  Clinics  ; — - 
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Mr. 

McFarland’s 

Report. 


36.  Mr.  McFarland,  one  of  the  Surgeons  who  attend  the 
Clinics,  reports:  — 

“  It  is  difficult  to  say  anything  new  about  the  Liverpool 
Orthopaedic  Scheme  for  school  children,  for  it  has  done 
“  much  good  work  and  has  continued  during  the  year  to 
work  smoothly  and  on  the  same  lines  as  described  in 
“  previous  reports. 

“  Physical  defects  are  prevented  by  early  detection  and 
“  treatment.  This  particularly  applies  to  flat  feet  and  mild 
“  curvature  of  the  spine,  both  of  which  conditions  are 
treated  in  large  numbers  in  the  Clinics. 

“  It  is  not  likely  that  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  will  ever  shew 
“  many  ‘cures  ’  in  any  one  year.  Treatment  of  a  physical 
“  defect  is  necessarily  prolonged,  and,  even  after  recovery, 
“  still  longer  supervision  is  essential  in  order  to  prevent 
“  relapse.  It  is  during  this  supervisory  period  that  the 
“  attendance  would  flag  were  it  not  for  the  co-operation 
“  between  the  schools,  the  clinics,  and  the  Child  Welfare 
“  Association.  Any  tendency  to  neglect  treatment  or  advice 
“  is  noticed  and  counteracted. 

“  A  good  example  of  the  efficient  control  afforded  by 
“  the  Clinic  system  is  provided  by  the  case  of  C.J., 
“  who  had  been  referred  to  the  Clinic  by  one  of  the 
“  school  medical  officers.  Owing  to  a  crushing  injury  of  the 
“  foot  this  girl  had  lost  the  heel  and  part  of  the  sole  of  her 
“  foot,  the  skin  and  flesh  being  replaced  by  an  ulcer  at  the 
“  bottom  of  which  was  bone.  She  had  not  walked  for  years 
“  and  was  resistant  to  treatment.  As  is  my  usual  custom,  no 
“  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on  ihe  girl’s  parents,  they  were 
“  offered  treatment  and  advised  to  accept  it.  After  a  few  such 
“  interviews,  supported  by  visits  by  the  Child  Welfare  repre- 
“  sentative,  the  mother  allowed  the  girl  to  come  into  hospital 
“  and  a  piece  of  flesh  and  skin  from  the  opposite  thigh  was 
“  grafted  over  the  whole  of  the  sole  of  the  foot  and  the  heel. 
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“  This  was  entirely  successful,  and  the  girl  has  since  walked 
“  comfortably  and  well  and  has  a  good  sound  pad  to  walk  on. 

“  The  policy  mentioned  in  previous  reports  of  discarding 
“  splints  as  soon  as  possible  has  been  continued.  A  great 
“  saving  to  the  people  and  to  the  Child  Welfare  Association  has 
“  thereby  been  effected,  and  a  great  lightening  of  the  life  of 
“  many  children.  Such  a  policy  is  possible  only  when  there 
“  is  adequate  supervision. 

“  As  a  result  of  the  inclusion  of  the  provision  of  beds  at 
“  Alder  Hey  Hospital  within  the  Orthopaedic  scheme  it  has 
“  been  possible  to  carry  out  a  new  line  of  treatment  for  children 
“  suffering  from  severe  curvature  of  the  spine.  Hitherto, 
“  owing  to  lack  of  sufficient  hospital  beds  for  the  clinic  cases, 
“  such  patients  have  had  to  be  treated  as  Out-Patients  by 
“  means  of  repeated  supporting  plasters  and  exercises.  In  most 
“  cases  increase  in  deformity  has  been  prevented,  and,  in  many, 
“  improvement  has  been  obtained,  but  in  some  the  curvature 
“  has  become  worse  in  spite  of  all  efforts.  It  is  now  possible 
“  for  these  children  to  be  admitted  there  under  the  care  of  the 
“  Clinic  Surgeon,  and  new  work  is  being  done  in  attempting 
“  to  straighten  the  curvature  of  the  spine  and  fix  it,  if 
“  necessary,  by  grafting  bone.  An  example  of  the  success  of 
“  this  method  of  treatment  is  afforded  by  the  case  of  J.C., 
“  whose  physical  and  mental  well-being  has  been  enormously 
“  improved. 

“  Apart  from  the  benefit  of  supervision  and  early  detection 
“  either  of  relapse  or  of  the  beginning  of  a  defect,  the  Clinics 
“  are  tending  to  obtain  the  correlation  of  Hospital  Service 
“  which  has  been  so  much  discussed  recently.  Through  the 
“  medium  of  the  Clinics  the  orthopaedic  work  of  the  Royal 
“  Southern  Hospital,  the  David  Lewis  Northern  Hospital,  the 
"‘Royal  Liverpool  Children’s  Hospital,  and  the  Alder  Hey 
“  Hospital  are  co-ordinated.  A  parent  has  the  choice  of  these 
“hospitals  subject  to  the  suitability  of  the  condition  in 
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“  question.  What  this  amounts  to  is  that  a  child  is  sent  to 
“  whichever  hospital  is  most  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  the 
“particular  defect,  the  preference  of  the  parent  being  taken 
“  into  consideration.” 

EVERTON  ROAD  NURSERY  SCHOOL. 

37.  The  school  medical  officer,  who  carries  out  the  medical 
examinations  at  this  school  during  the  year,  reports  that  the 
general  health  of  the  children  improves  markedly  after  attending 
the  school  for  even  a  short  period,  and  they  soon  appear  mentally 
brighter  and  more  alert. 

Of  216  children  examined  as  routines,  defects  were  found  in  65 
cases  (30'0  per  cent.),  and  as  in  previous  years,  the  most  common 
conditions  discovered  were  bronchitis  (14‘8  per  cent.),  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids  (6'5  per  cent.),  and  general  debility  (3‘3  per 
cent.).  'Treatment  was  advised  in  27  cases  (12>5  per  cent.).  During 
the  year  236  cases  attended  the  adjoining  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  for 
the  treatment  of  cuts,  abrasions,  etc. 

The  school  was  particularly  free,  throughout  the  year,  from  any 
epidemics  of  infectious  illness,  and  only  a  few  isolated  cases  of 
measles,  whooping  cough,  chicken-pox  and  mumps  were  reported. 

There  is  accommodation  for  160  children,  and  the  average  attend¬ 
ance  was  137'5  or  86'7  per  cent. 

STAMMERING  AND  REMEDIAL  SPEECH  CLASSES. 

38.  The  classes  for  stammerers,  which  were  temporarily  discon¬ 
tinued  in  September,  1934,  owing  to  the  resignation  of  Miss  Jones, 
the  teacher  of  the  class,  were  re-opened  in  May,  1935,  Miss  E. 
Osmond  having  been  appointed  as  successor  to  Miss  Jones. 

At  the  routine  examinations  in  the  schools  201  children  were 
found  by  the  medical  officers  to  be  stammerers,  and  97  others  were 
brought  forward  by  the  teachers  for  examination  as  special  cases. 
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The  incidence  of  stammering  amongst  the  children  discovered  at 
the  routine  examination  was: — Entrants  0'22  per  cent.,  Inter¬ 
mediates  034  per  cent.,  Leavers  O' 76  per  cent. 

39.  The  classes  for  stammerers  were  held  at  the  Richmond 
Terrace  School,  and  the  children  attended  for  a  period  of  one  hour, 
twice  weekly. 

Each  class  comprises  on  an  average  ten  children,  this  number 
having  been  found  to  be  the  optimum  for  efficient  treatment. 
Before  admission  to  the  classes  each  child  is  examined  by  one  of  the 
school  doctors  and  the  class  teacher,  and  an  endeavour  is  made  to 
discover  the  underlying  cause  of  the  stammer,  such  as  any  physical 
defect  or  environmental  circumstance,  and  if  possible  to  remedy  or 
adjust  it  before  the  admission  of  the  child  to  the  class. 

The  schools  from  which  the  children  are  drawn  are  visited  by  the 
teacher,  who  discusses  with  the  school  teachers  any  special  treat¬ 
ment  required  by  the  stammerers  whilst  at  their  own  schools. 
Reports  on  the  progress  and  reactions  of  the  children  during  their 
ordinary  school  life  are  received  from  time  to  time  by  the  teacher 
of  the  class  from  the  school  teachers.  Each  child  is  again  examined 
by  the  school  medical  officer  when  considered  by  the  teacher  suitable 
for  discharge. 

40.  Broadly  speaking,  the  following  four  main  essentials  are 
necessary  to  effect  a  cure  in  cases  of  stammering. 

1.  A  desire  to  be  cured. 

2.  The  co-operation  of  child,  parent  and  school  teacher. 

3.  Regular  attendance  at  the  class. 

4.  The  constant  practice,  both  at  home  and  at  school,  of  the 

principles  learned  at  the  class. 

The  aim  of  treatment  is  to  develop  self-confidence,  particularly 
confidence  in  the  ability  to  speak  correctly,  and  also  to  relieve  the 
tension  which  the  stammerer  exhibits  in  his  efforts  to  speak. 
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The  main  lines  of  treatment  carried  out  at  the  class  consist  of 
both  mental  and  physical  relaxation,  the  practice  of  rhythm  in 
various  forms,  speech  games  and  general  conversation  and  reading. 

Certain  difficulties  arise  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  children 
who  suffer  from  stammering.  In  many  cases  parents  either  refuse 
or  are  reluctant  to  allow  their  children  to  attend  the  special  class, 
or  they  withdraw  them  from  the  class  for  various  reasons  before  a 
cure  is  effected.  Such  parents  fail  to  realise  that  the  stammering, 
which  in  many  cases  has  existed  for  some  years,  is  not  likely  to  be 
cured  in  a  few  weeks  and  that  patience  and  perseverance  are  neces¬ 
sary  if  a  cure  is  to  be  achieved. 

The  inconvenient  situation  of  the  school  at  which  the  classes  are 
held  also  presents  another  difficulty.  This  applies  particularly  in 
the  case  of  the  younger  children,  whose  parents  are  naturally 
reluctant  to  allow  them  to  travel  long  distances  alone  to  the  class, 
whilst  in  most  cases  they  are  unable  personally  to  accompany  their 
children  to  the  class. 


It  is  hoped,  however,  that  in  the  near  future  more  central  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  classes  will  be  provided. 

41.  Sometimes  children  attaining  school-leaving  age  are 
discharged  from  the  class  shewing  a  definite  improvement  in 
their  condition,  but,  unfortunately,  no  further  treatment  or 
supervision  is  available  for  them  after  leaving  school.  Provision 
of  “  continuation  ”  classes  for  these  cases  would  be  an  advantage, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  stammering  presents  a  definite 
and  sometimes  serious  handicap  in  obtaining  employment. 

There  were  96  cases  of  stammering  treated  during  the  year,  the 
number  remaining  on  the  rolls  at  the  end  of  the  year  being  65. 

42.  The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  results  of  treatment  of 
the  31  cases  which  left  the  class  since  it  was  re-opened  in  May,  up 
to  December,  1935  : — 
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Number  discharged  cured 


4 


Number  discharged,  improved,  but  left  at 
parents’  request  or  because  they  were 
over-age 


16 


Number  discharged,  over-age,  or  at 
parents’  request,  but  not  examined  by 
doctor  before  discharge 


>  31 


9 


Number  discharged,  no  improvement,  not 
benefiting  by  treatment 


2 


43.  Nine  classes,  composed  of  children  drawn  from  the  public 

5  s  c  o  o  Is,  were  held,  each  class  attending  twice  weekly 
for  a  period  of  an  hour  or  forty  minutes.  The  results  of  treatment 
appear  to  be  very  satisfactory,  75  per  cent,  of  the  children  having 
been  reported  by  their  school  teachers  as  shewing  marked  improve¬ 
ment  in  speech  after  15  weeks  of  treatment. 

44.  An  innovation  which  haiS  been  introduced  during  the  year 
is  the  regular  visiting  of  the  schools  that  send  children  to  the 
classes.  Since  last  May,  Miss  Osmond  has  visited  65  schools, 
making  in  all  83  visits.  She  reports  that  these  visits  have  proved 
very  helpful  in  keeping  the  school  teachers  in  touch  with  the 
couise  of  treatment  the  children  are  undergoing’,  and  in  making 
it  possible  for  them  to  co-operate  in  the  work. 

Very  little  home  visiting,  owing  to  lack  of  time,  has  been 
possible,  except  in  a  few  special  cases.  In  each  case  visited  it  was 
found  that  the  parents  were  most  anxious  to  help  in  bringing  about 
a  cure,  but  m  their  anxiety,  had,  in  some  instances,  been  trying  to 
cure  the  stammer  by  constant  correction  and  advice,  which  led  to 
the  children  becoming  more  self-conscious,  and  thus  increasing  the 
disturbance  of  the  neuro-muscular  control,  which  had  originally 
caused  the  disorganisation  of  the  speech  mechanism. 


45.  The  Remedial  Speech  Class  wa*s  re-opened  on  25th  October 
and  nine  cases,  suffering*  from  lisp  or  cleft  palate,  were  admitted 

to  the  class.  Each  child  was  examined  by  one  of  the  school 

medical  officers  and  the  class  teacher,  prior  to  admission,  the 

parent  having*  been  requested  to  attend  at  the  examination  when 

advice  was  given  regarding  any  surgical  or  dental  treatment 

necessary,  before  the  admission  of  the  child  to  the  class. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  DEFECTS  AND  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR 

FOLLOWING  UP. 

46.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  scheme  for  the  notification 
to  parents  of  any  defects  found  at  the  examination  of  their 
children,  and  the  subsequent  following  up  of  such  notification. 

47.  The  percentage  of  parents  attending  the  routine  examina¬ 
tions  were  as  follows. — In  the  case  of  the  Entrants  86 >9  per  cent., 
in  the  case  of  the  Intermediates  52-3  per  cent.,  but  the  percentage 
of  parents  attending  the  medical  examinations  of  the  group  of 
Leavers  was  only  24-6  per  cent.  Should  the  parents  not  be  present 
at  the  time  of  the  examination,  and  it  be  considered  desirable  to 
discuss  the  health  of  their  children  with  them,  they  are  given 
another  opportunity  to  attend. 

48.  The  accompanying  Table  3  shews  the  number  of  notices 
given  or  sent  to  parents  relating  to  various  defects  for  which 
treatment  was  considered  necessary.  The  numbers  for  1934  are 
given  for  comparison. 

Table  4  gives  the  results  of  the  following-up  by  the  different 
agencies  undertaking  the  work. 


s  a 

Table  3. 


Notification  to  Parents  re  Defects. 


Defects. 

\ 

First  Notices. 

Se< 

Nol 

jond 

dees. 

Thir 

subse 

Not 

d  and 

squent 

ices. 

Totals. 

1934 

1935 

1934 

1935 

1934 

1935 

1934 

1935 

Defective  Vision  : — 

A. — Untreated  cases  . 

3,093 

2,773 

414 

373 

150 

90 

3,657 

3,236 

B. — Previously  treated  cases  : 

(i)  Glasses  lost,  broken,  or 

unsuitable . 

4,115 

3,599 

157 

79 

10 

13 

4,282 

3,691 

(ii)  Glasses  not  being  worn  ... 

1,169 

1,046 

261 

176 

90 

67 

1,520 

!  1,289 

:2ye  conditions  . 

163 

147 

8 

2 

1 

2 

172 

151 

Defective  Hearing  . 

51 

51 

5 

3 

1 

1 

57 

55 

)torrhcea . 

53 

76 

4 

4 

O  A 

)ther  Ear  conditions . 

21 

1  ] 

1 

o  / 

99 

Ou 

1  1 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ... 

1,766 

1,953 

149 

166 

44 

51 

1,959 

2,170 

tfouth  Breathing  . 

2,310 

2,700 

149 

192 

22 

45 

2,481 

2,937 

)efective  Teeth  : — 

A. — Referred  by  School  Medical 

Officers . 

2,002 

1,981 

467 

493 

140 

159 

2,609 

2,633 

B.— Referred  by  School  Dentists 

57,648 

54,670 

— 

— 

— 

— 

57,648  j 

54,670 

Anaemia  and  Malnutrition  . 

940 

781 

97 

96 

11 

25 

1,048 

902 

jkin  conditions  . 

48 

73 

2 

48  i 

7fi 

!hest  . 

395 

270 

17 

3 

412 

273 

■)eformities  . . . . 

133 

144 

5 

6 

o 

138 

152 

*ther  defects  . . 

2,050 

2,343 

257 

267 

47 

69 

2,354 

2,679 

Totals  . . 

75,957 

72,618 

1,991 

1,862 

516 

( 

524 

78,464 

75,004 

Totals 
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CHILD  WELFARE  ASSOCIATION. 

49.  In  addition  to  the  official  following-up  agencies,  tlte 
Child  Welfare  Association  has  continued  to  render  very  valuable 
assistance  in  the  direction  of  securing  convalescent  treatment, 
surgical  treatment,  or  appliances,  and  providing  special  tonics 
or  extra  nourishment  for  children  requiring  such  treatment;  in 
all  1,911  cases  were  referred  to  the  Association  during  the  year. 


PARENTS*  PAYMENTS. 

50.  The  Committee  provide  facilities  for  treatment  only  for 
those  children  whose  parents  are  not  in  a  position  to  afford  such 
treatment  privately.  Treatment  is  not  carried  out  until  a  signed 
statement  by  the  parents  to  this  effect  has  been  received. 


The  charges  made  by  the  Committee  are  as  follows : — 


Defective  Vision  (including  provision  of  glasses)  ... 

Defective  Vision:  Re-examination  within  1  year  of 
original  treatment  ... 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ... 

X-Ray  Treatment  for  Scalp  Ringworm 

Dental  Treatment:  Minimum  Payment  of  ... 


7/6 

Free. 

10/- 

mi- 

6d, 


Except  in  the  case  of  Dental  treatment,  the  fees  may  be  paid 
by  instalments  after  the  treatment  has  been  obtained  ;  the  dental 
payment  must  be  made,  prior  to  treatment,  to  the  Head  Teacher 
at  the  School,  and  is  collected  by  the  school  attendance  visitor, 
who  forwards  it  to  the  office. 


In  cases  of  financial  hardship,  due  to  unemployment,  etc.,  the 
cases  are  considered  by  a  Special  Sub-committee,  and  free  treat¬ 
ment  authorised  or  such  reductions  made  as  will  meet  the  special 
circumstances.  Free  treatment  was  given  for  defective  vision  in 
21*5  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  and  for  tonsils  and  adenoids  in  28 
per  cent,  of  the  cases. 


In  cases  of  wilful  neglect  to  make  payments,  legal  proceedings 
are  instituted.  During  the  year  legal  proceedings  were  taken 
in  188  instances. 


The  same  charges  are  made  for  the  treatment  of  pupils  attend¬ 
ing  Higher  Schools,  but  arrangements  for  dental  treatment  for 
these  pupils  have  not  been  provided  by  the  Committee. 


DEFECTIVE  VISION. 

51.  The  number  of  children  with  defective  vision,  found  at 
the  routine  examinations  of  23,788  Intermediates  and  Leavers, 
was  4,835  (2032  per  cent.),  but  only  1,661  of  these,  or  70  per¬ 
cent.  of  the  total  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  treatment,  most 
of  the  remainder  having  been  already  supplied  with  glasses. 
During  the  medical  examination  of  the  entrants,  routine  testing 
of  the  eyesight  by  means  of  test  types  is  not  undertaken,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  children  are  unfamiliar  with  the 
lettering  of  these  test  types,  but  if  there  is  any  reason  to  suspect 
that  these  young  children  have  defects  of  vision,  or  if  any 
tendency  to  squint  is  observed,  the  parents  are  notified. 
Altogether,  690  of  the  entrants  were  suspected  of  having 
defective  vision,  588  of  these  shewing  evidence  of  squint.  In 
addition  to  the  routine  cases,  1,316  were  seen  as  special  cases. 

52.  All  the  known  cases  of  defective  vision,  whether  they 
have  been  supplied  with  glasses  or  not  are  kept  under  regular 
supervision  at  the  medical  re-inspections,  and  11,586  children, 
who  had  been  provided  with  glasses,  were  examined  by  the 
medical  officers  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  whether  any  change 
in  the  glasses  was  necessary.  At  these  re-examinations,  3,933 
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(339  per  cent.)  were  found  to  be  not  wearing  their  glasses,  the 
percentage  being  0  7  above  that  recorded  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  new  cases  treated  under  the  Committee’s 
scheme  was  2,823,  whilst  134  children  were  treated  privately 
or  at  hospitals.  The  number  re-examined  at  the  Clinics  was 
2, till. 

There  have  been  several  cases  of  suspicious  lid  inflammation 
involving  prolonged  treatment  and  exclusion  from  school,  but 
no  genuine  cases  of  trachoma  were  discovered. 

53.  Under  the  arrangements  made  with  the  Hospitals 
Committee  for  the  treatment  of  squint  in  pre-school  children,  174 
children  had  their  eyes  tested,  and  glasses  were  provided  in  153 
of  these  cases. 


MINOR  AILMENTS, 

54.  During  the  year,  31,944  cases  were  treated  at  the  Minor 
Ailments  Clinics,  and  altogether  403,724  attendances  were  made 
by  the  children,  the  average  number  of  attendances  per  child 
being  12  6. 

The  largest  attendances  during  any  one  session  were:  498  at 
North  Corporation,  356  at  Everton  Road,  290  at  Northumberland 
Street,  277  at  Westminster  Road,  222  at  Erskine  Street,  202  at 
St.  Dunstan’s,  and  198  at  Norris  Green. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  defects  treated,  and 
the  average  daily  attendance  at  the  various  clinics:— 


Table  5. 

Shewing  the  number  of  defects  treated  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics  and  the  average  daily  attendance  at  each  Clinic 
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65.  Scabies  was  still  prevalent,  and  shewed  some  increase,  871 
new  cases  amongst  school  children  being  reported,  as  compared 
with  i  14  in  1934  and  822  in  1933.  Treatment  facilities  were 
provided  at  three  of  the  Health  Committee’s  cleansing  stations, 
where,  in  addition  to  school  children  affected,  pre-school  children 
and  older  female  members  of  the  families  were  treated.  In  all 
412  school  children,  50  adults,  and  77  children  under  school  age, 
were  treated  at  these  clinics. 

The  school  medical  officers  kept  the  children  affected  under 
regular  supervision,  seeing  them  mostly  on  Saturday  mornings. 
For  this  purpose  1,772  re-inspections  were  made,  795  children 
being  re-admitted  to  school. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still  199  outstanding  cases. 


AURAL  CLINICS. 

56.  The  work  at  the  Aural  Clinics  lias  been  conducted  on 
similar  lines  to  those  of  preceding  years.  There  are  three  Aural 
Clinic  Centres,  one  at  the  old  North  Corporation  School, 
Blackstock  Street  (three  sessions  per  week),  one  at  Everton 

Road  (two  sessions  per  week),  and  one  at  Norris  Green  (one 
session  per  week). 

57.  The  main  part  of  the  work  done  is  the  Zinc  Ionisation 
treatment  of  middle  ear  disease.  Other  ear,  nose  and  throat 
cases  such  as  deafness,  impacted  wax,  suspected  acute  mastoid 
disease,  rhinitis  and  nasal  obstruction,  have  also  been  seen  and 
treated  or  given  advice. 

Zinc  Ionisation  is  not  a  cure  for  every  type  of  chronic  “dis¬ 
charging  ears  ”.  The  underlying  causes  of  the  chronicity  vary 
in  different  cases,  and  some  of  these  causes  are  beyond  the  scope 
of  Ionisation,  being,  in  the  majority  of  such  cases,  suitable 
only  for  some  sort  of  operative  treatment,  designed  to  meet  the 
particular  case;  but,  taken  as  a  whole,  there  is  no  other  form 
of  treatment  which  will  give,  in  suitable  cases,  such  a  high 
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percentage  of  “cures”  and  such  uniformly  good  results  in  so 
short  a  time. 

There  are  certain  types  of  cases  in  which  it  is  known  that  they 
will  not  readily  respond  to  ionisation,  and  in  previous  years,  owing 
to  the  large  number  of  uncomplicated  cases  waiting,  a  fairly 
strict  method  of  selection  has  been  followed,  but  as  this  number 
has  now  been  very  considerably  reduced,  it  has  been  found  possible 
during  the  past  year  to  deal  with  many  of  the  more  difficult  cases, 
and  to  give  them  an  extended  course  of  Ionisation,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  treating,  by  special  methods,  any  contributory  factors. 
The  results  in  many  instances  have  been  well  worth  the  extended 
treatment,  though  there  were  also  some  failures. 

58.  For  practical  purposes,  cases  of  chronic  discharging  ears 
can  be  roughly  divided  into  three  groups:  firstly,  those  in  which 
the  infection  is  confined  to  the  tympanic  cavity,  with,  perhaps 
minor  complications  such  as  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  or 
mild  rhinitis,  etc.,  and  a  very  small  perforation  of  the  drum 
membrane.  This  group  comprises  about  60  per  cent,  of  all  cases, 
and  these  can  be  cured  quickly  by  one  or  two  applications  of 
Ionisation. 

The  second  group  comprises  those  in  which,  in  addition  to  the 
affection  of  the  tympanic  cavity,  such  complications  are  present 
as  granulations,  polypi,  attic  infection,  infection  of  the  Eustachian 
tube,  septic  rhinitis  or  slight  caries  of  the  bone,  etc.  This  group 
forms  about  20  or  25  per  cent,  of  all  cases.  By  employing  special 
methods  to  deal  with  the  complications,  between  75  and  80  per 
cent,  of  these  cases  can  be  cured  by  Ionisation. 

The  third  group  consists  mainly  of  those  cases  in  which  there 
is  mastoid  involvement  or  rarely  tuberculous  disease,  and  the 
proportion  of  the  cases  in  this  group  varies  according  to  different 
observers,  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  of  all  cases.  The  only  hope  of 
cure  for  these  cases  is  suitable  operative  treatment  followed  by 
appropriate  after-treatment. 
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59.  During'  the  year,  30  cases  of  mastoid  disease  were  referred 
to  hospital,  as  being  in  need  of  operation.  Of  these,  22  were 
operated  on  (12  at  Alder  Hey  Hospital  and  10  at  the  Voluntary 
Hospitals) . 

Among  the  number  of  cases  of  otorrhoea  referred  for  treatment, 
are  a  certain  number  of  early  cases  of  straightforward  uncompli¬ 
cated  tympanic  sepsis.  These  can  be  cured  very  quickly  without 
Ionisation,  by  the  instillation  into  the  Tympanic  cavity  of  suitable 
aniline  dyes,  such  as  Grieswold  or  Metaphen,  This  saves  the  time 
of  Ionising  and  the  results  are  good,  but  in  chronic  cases,  this 
method  is  not  advisable. 

60.  As  pointed  out  in  previous  Reports,  it  is  necessary  to 
draw  attention  to  the  importance  of  treating  any  existing  con¬ 
tributory  conditions  associated  with  chronic  discharging  ears,  if 
the  best  results  are  to  be  secured.  The  chief  complications  in 
this  respect  are,  inaccessibility  of  the  infected  parts,  septic 
rhinitis  and  diseased  adenoids  or  tonsils.  These  complications 
are  very  common,  and  their  treatment  is  essential  for  the  cure  of 
the  discharging  ears. 

61.  During  the  year,  a  small  number  of  special  nasal  con¬ 
ditions  were  treated  by  intranasal  Ionisation  combined  with 
Diastolisation.  A  few  cases  of  asthma,  of  which  the  cause  was 
apparently  some  nasal  condition,  were  amongst  those  so  treated, 
and  these  cases  w^ere,  in  addition,  advised  to  take  parathyroid  and 
calcium  with  vitamins  A  and  D.  The  results  have  been  remark¬ 
ably  good,  only  one  or  two  of  the  asthma  cases  having  even  one 
“attack”  since  the  treatment  vras  commenced.  As  this  is  a 
very  recent  method  of  treatment,  and  the  number  treated  is  small 
and  the  period  of  time  short,  it  is  too  early  to  make  any  definite 
statement  as  to  the  permanency  of  the  cures. 

62.  An  interesting  point  in  connection  with  the  treatment  of 
otorrhoea  is  the  comparative  effects  on  hearing  of  the  two  methods 
of  treatment,  namely,  by  means  of  the  Zinc  Ionisation  method 
and  by  the  use  of  Antiseptics.  Undoubtedly,  in  practically  every 


42 


case,  by  both  methods,  there  is  some  improvement  in  the  hearing 
when  the  discharge  is  cured.  This  improvement  varies  according 
to  the  extent  of  the  disease  present,  but  in  the  majority  of  cases 
even  when  the  discharge  has  ceased,  there  remains  a  certain  defect 
of  hearing.  It  is  the  opinion  of  specialists  who  use  Ionisation 
treatment,  that  the  improvement  in  the  hearing  after  Ionisation 
is  much  greater  than  after  other  methods,  and  this  opinion  is 
supported  by  experience  at  the  Liverpool  clinics. 

It  should  be  the  aim,  in  addition  to  curing  the  discharge,  to 
improve  Hie  hearing  as  much  as  possible,  and  the  ideal  treatment 
with  this  object  in  view,  would  be  to  follow  up  the  otorrhcea 
cases  cured  by  Ionisation  by  Diathermy  and  Ultra-Violet  light 
applications. 

63.  During  the  year  52  Pre-School  children,  nearly  all  referred 
from  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  were  seen  at  the  Aural  Clinics, 
the  great  majority  of  these  being  children  under  two  years  old. 
In  most  of  these  cases,  the  ear  discharge  was  of  recent  origin 
and  not  chronic  in  the  clinical  sense,  and  for  these  cases  antiseptic 
treatment  by  the  use  of  Aniline  Dyes  proved  very  satisfactory. 
With  infants,  it  is  the  most  suitable  method  on  account  of  their 
age  and  the  great  difficulty  of  Ionising.  The  cases  treated  by 
the  Aniline  Dyes  naturally  may  have  to  make  more  attendances 
than  the  Ionised  cases,  but  from  the  experience  at  the  clinics  the 
number  of  attendances  required  are  not  very  many.  As  in  older 
children,  where  the  Antiseptic  Dye  Treatment  fails,  Ionisation 
remains  the  best  alternative  for  the  acute  cases,  and  under  suit¬ 
able  circumstances,  is  the  most  approved  form  of  treatment  for 
all  children,  whether  of  school  age  or  below  school  age,  where  the 
discharge  has  become  chronic. 

In  a  very  few  instances  it  was  necessary  for  the  children  to  have 
daily  treatment  and  observation  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  an 
acute  mastoid  developing  and  requiring  an  immediate  operation. 
In  these  cases,  about  six  in  all,  they  were  asked  to  attend  at  a 
Minor  Ailments  Clinic,  the  Clinic  being  advised  as  to  the  treat- 
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ment  required.  This  course  was  adopted  because  the  Minor 
Ailments  Clinics  are  open  each  week-day,  whereas  the  regular 
Aural  Clinics  are  only  open  twice  a  week. 

AURAL  CLINIC  STATISTICS. 


New  cases  seen  at  clinics  ... 

850 

Total  number  of 

Old  cases  from  1934 :  Still  under 

L  attendances : 

treatment 

116  , 

5,814 

DEFECTS— NEW  CASES. 

Acute  Otitis  Media  ... 

»  6 

84 

Chronic  Suppurative  Otitis  Media.. 
Furunculosis  and  External  Otitis  .. 

. 

632 

18 

Deafness  and  Rhinitis 

#  « 

44 

Wax  in  ears  ... 

•  4  1 

15 

Other  nasal  conditions 

«  . 

30 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  (no  ear  discharge). 

11 

Other  conditions 

40 

COMPLICATIONS  OF  CHRONIC  SUPPURATIVE 


OTITIS  MEDIA. 

Granulations  and  polypi  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Mastoiditis  and  caries  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ...  ...  •••  ...  83 

Post-mastoid  operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  lb 

Rhinitis  and  other  nasal  conditions  ...  ...  74 

Other  conditions,  e.g.,  External  Otitis,  Eczema, 

furunculosis,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 


TREATMENT. 


Number1  of  children  treated 
One  ear  discharging 
Two  ears  discharging  . 


486  ) 
146  f 


778  ears. 


Number  of  ears  treated  by  Zinc  Ionisation 

Number  cured  ...  ...  •••  •  ••  373 

Number  improved  ...  ...  ...  41 


632 

556 


44 


Number  of  ears  treated  by  antiseptic  methods  ... 

Number  of  children  referred  to  hospitals  for 
operation 

Unsuitable  for  Ionisation  and  referred  to  Minor 
Ailments  Clinics 

Treatment  refused  by  parents 

Number  still  under  treatment  or  observation, 
31st  December,  1935 


15b 


30 


1 2 

J.  ^ 
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RINGWORM  OF  THE  SCALP. 

64.  The  number  of  cases  reported  during  the  year  to  the 
Medical  Officer  as  ringworm  of  the  scalp  was  78,  of  which 
number  15  were  found,  after  examination,  not  to  be  cases  of 
ringworm.  There  were  thus  63  actual  cases  of  the  disease,  as 
compared  with  71  the  previous  year. 

65.  Since  the  Committee  opened  their  own  clinic  in  1913  for 
the  treatment  of  this  disease,  bj^  means  of  X-rays,  there  has  been 
a  steady  decline  in  its  incidence,  and  the  Committee  at  the  end  of 
1934  decided  that  it  was  no  longer  necessary  to  maintain  their 
own  clinic,  and  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Hospitals 
Committee  to  have  such  cases  treated,  from  the  beginning  of 
January,  1935,  at  the  Belmont  Boad  Institution,  where  during 
the  year,  25  school  cases  were  treated. 

kJ  ’ 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

66.  At  the  routine  inspections  in  the  schools,  one  definite  case 
of  phthisis  was  discovered,  50  cases  of  tuberculous  glands,  and 
73  cases  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis,  a  total  of  124,  or  0.33  per 
cent,  amongst  the  routine  cases  examined. 

There  were  also  seen  at  the  Inspection  Clinics,  or  as  special 
cases  at  the  schools,  15  definite  or  suspected  pulmonary  cases, 
and  90  cases  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

67.  All  the  cases  of  actual  or  suspected  tuberculuosis  discovered 
by  the  school  medical  officers  were  referred  to  the  tuberculosis 
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officers  for  examination.  The  number  of  references  so  made  was 
96  whilst  the  Tuberculosis  Department  supplied  information  with 
reference  to  2,022  school  children  who  had  been  reported  from 
various  sources  as  possible  cases  of  tuberculosis,  but  the  majority 
of  these,  however,  proved  to  be  non- tuberculous.  Of  the  2,022 
references  received,  1,018  were  concerning  new  cases,  of  which 
777  were  non- tuberculous. 

68.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  total  number  of  children  of 
school  age  known  to  the  Department  to  be  suffering  from  active 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  97,  of  which  78  were  in  institutions, 
chiefly  at  the  Cleaver  and  Broad  Green  Sanatoria,  where  special 
classes  were  arranged  for  those  children  whose  state  of  health 
permitted. 

There  were  also  194  non-pulmonary  cases,  of  which  number  69 
were  in  Cleaver  Sanatorium,  16  were  in  Fazakerley  Sanatorium, 
33  in  Alder  Hey  Hospital,  and  nine  in  Leasowe. 

69.  Dr.  Clarke,  the  Chief  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer,  reports 
that  “It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  the  death-rate  from  both 
pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  amongst  persons 
under  the  age  of  16  continues  to  decline,  22  deaths  being  reported 
throughout  the  year  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  compared  with 
29  during  1934,  and  60  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
compared  with  73  the  previous  year.  Of  the  non-pulmonary  cases 
37  were  meningitis  cases,  eight  abdominal  and  five  bone  or  joint 
cases. 

“  Out  of  a  total  of  138  children  subjected  to  the  Mantoux  test  at 
the  South  Tuberculosis  Clinic,  726  per  cent,  of  those  giving  a 
positive  reaction  were  cases  which  had  been  in  contact  with  other 
patients  having  tubercle  bacilli  in  their  sputum.  In  the  case  of 
children  who  had  not  been  exposed  to  such  contact  the  reaction 
was  positive  in  48-4  per  cent,  of  the  cases. 

The  contacts  examined  were  mostly  children,  and  evidence  of 
disease  was  found  in  2'1  per  cent,  of  cases  (17  out  of  a  total  of 
793).  Importance  of  early  diagnosis  cannot  be  overstressed,  and 
it  is  possible  that  some  scheme  which  provided  for  routine 
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examination  by  X-rays  and  Intradermal  test  of  all  children  at 
several  periods  during1  their  school  life  might  result  in  the 
detection  and  cure  of  many  early  cases  of  tuberculosis.” 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  SCHOOLS. 

70.  There  were  over  3,000  fewer  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
reported  during  1935  than  in  the  previous  year,  10,485  being- 
reported  amongst  children  of  school  age  as  against  9,876,  10,128, 
11,800  13,146  and  13,624  for  the  years  1930  to  1934  respectively. 

Compared  with  the  figure  for  1934,  scarlet  fever  shewed  a 
reduction  of  1,116  cases,  measles  a  reduction  of  1,715  cases,  and 
whooping  cough  a  reduction  of  789  cases,  while  chickenpox 
shewed  an  increase  of  108  cases  and  mumps  an  increase  of  497 
cases. 

The  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  occurring  in  school  children 
was  1,567,  being  124  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  infants’  department  of  one  elementary  school  was  closed 
for  ten  days  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  measles.  It  was  decided 
to  take  this  course  because,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  the  school 
closed  for  a  holiday  of  five  weeks’  duration. 

71.  The  arrangements  introduced  in  1932  for  the  inoculation 
of  children  attending  the  infants’  departments  of  public  elemen¬ 
tary  schools  were  continued.  Visits  for  this  purpose  were  paid 
to  60  schools,  17  of  which  were  voluntary  schools. 

The  response  varied  considerably  in  the  different  schools,  but 
taking  the  schools  as  a  whole,  approximately  27  per  cent,  of  the 
infants  attending  were  inoculated. 

The  total  number  of  school  children  inoculated  at  the  schools 
was  4,001.  In  addition,  several  hundred  children  of  school  age 
were  inoculated  at  the  two  immunisation  clinics,  held  at  the 
Carnegie  Welfare  Centre  and  the  X orris  Green  Clinic  respectively. 

72.  The  following  tables  shew  the  number  of  cases  of  the 
common  infectious  diseases,  with  the  ages  of  the  children  affected 
and  the  monthly  distribution  of  the  cases. 


SCHOOL  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 
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SCHOOL  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 
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UNCLEANLINESS. 

<3.  The  percentage  of  boys  discovered  with  infection  of  the 
head  at  the  routine  examinations  was  4  6 ;  amongst  the  girls  the 
figure  was  14-8  per  cent. 

The  prevalence  of  cases  of  verminous  body  and  clothing  is 
considerably  less,  the  figure  in  the  case  of  the  boys  being  *32  per 
cent.,  whilst  in  the  case  of  the  girls  the  figure  was  even  smaller, 
viz.,  -24  per  cent.  In  addition  to  the  above,  3  5  per  cent,  of  the 
boys  and  3  0  per  cent,  of  the  girls  were  found  to  have  dirty  bodies 
or  clothing. 

74.  The  school  nurses  made  236,963  examinations  of  the 
children  re  cleanliness,  and  in  13,325  instances  the  children  were 
found  to  be  verminous  or  very  dirty.  In  the  case  of  305  children, 
statutory  notices  were  served  upon  the  parents  owing  to  their 
failure  to  cleanse  their  children  after  previous  notifications, 
and  79  children  had  to  be  compulsorily  cleansed  by  the  staff.  It 
was  not,  however,  found  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  in 
any  of  the  cases. 

75.  There  are  in  existence  six  Cleansing  Stations,  which  are 
so  situated  as  to  meet  fairly  satisfactorily  the  needs  of  all  the 
areas  of  the  City.  The  total  number  of  attendances  made  at  these 
stations  during  the  year  was  51,082,  of  which  number  36,196 
were  on  account  of  verminous  conditions. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Balks  Committee,  slipper  and  spray 
baths  in  13  of  the  Public  Baths  were  made  available  for  the  use 
of  the  school  children,  in  seven  for  the  winter  months  only  and 
in  six  throughout  the  year.  During  the  winter  months  20,657 
attendances  were  made  and  11,468  during  the  summer  months. 

EXCLUSIONS  FROM  SCHOOL. 

76.  The  following  Table  shews  the  number  of  children 
excluded  from  school  by  the  medical  officers,  and  the  defects  for 
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which  they  were  excluded.  The  numbers  for  the  preceding  three 
years  are  also  given  for  comparison. 

The  number  of  children  who  had  to  be  excluded  on  account  of 
eye  affections,  which  last  year  shewed  a  marked  reduction  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  three  years,  has  shewn  an  increase. 


Table  8. 


Defect. 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

Eye  diseases 

383 

308 

135 

452 

bcdblGS  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

417 

430 

375 

434 

Ringworm  of  body 

12 

9 

4 

7 

Ringworm  of  scalp 

78 

65 

45 

37 

Other  skin  conditions... 

195 

164 

135 

144 

Infectious  diseases 

217 

356 

273 

228 

Pediculosis 

6 

9 

20 

13 

Chest  conditions  (non-tuberculous)  ... 

43 

73 

66 

37 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

3 

9 

7 

7 

Otorrhoea 

17 

27 

16 

29 

Miscellaneous 

508 

527 

550 

396 

Totals  . 

1,879 

1,977 

1,626 

1,784 

INSPECTION  CLINICS. 

77.  The  arrangements  have  been  continued  for  the  examina¬ 
tion,  by  the  school  medical  officers,  of  the  children  absent  from 
school  for  any  prolonged  period,  except  such  as  are  known  to  be 
under  regular  medical  care. 

These  examinations  are  mainly  carried  out  on  Saturday 
mornings  and  during  school  holidays,  at  various  centres  distribu¬ 
ted  over  the  city.  The  defects  from  which  the  children  wmre 
suffering,  the  number  of  examinations  made,  and  the  number  of 
children  re-admitted  to  school  are  shewn  in  the  following  Table : — -. 
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Table  9. 

Examination  of  Absentees. 


Defect. 

Total 

Number  of 
examinations. 

Children 
re-admitted 
to  school. 

Ringworm  of  Scalp  . 

182 

57 

Scabies 

2,006 

795 

Other  skin  conditions 

94 

53 

Eye  diseases 

79 

17 

Ear  diseases 

9 

5 

Phthisis  and  suspected  Phthisis 

21 

2 

Other  chest  conditions  ... 

200 

59 

Tuberculosis  other  than  Phthisis 

48 

13 

Injuries  and  other  Crippling  Defects  ... 

89 

28 

Heart  Disease 

138 

37 

Rheumatism 

90 

20 

Heart  Disease  and  Rheumatism 

156 

23 

Anaemia  and  Debility  ... 

200 

91 

Nervous  conditions 

213 

67 

Other  defects 

161 

41 

No  defect  found  ... 

1 

1 

Totals . 

3,847 

1,309 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  School  Medical  Officers  examined, 
at  the  Central  Inspection  Clinic  at  the  Education  Office  and  al 
(xarston,  children  applying*  for  certificates  for  employment  and 
for  this  purpose  1,079  examinations  were  made. 

A  considerable  number  of  parents  call  at  the  office  on  matters 
concerning  the  health  of  their  children,  and  during  1935  the 
School  Medical  Officers  examined  5,540  such  cases.  Enquiries  were 
also  made  by  parents  with  regard  to  dental  treatment  in  the  case 
of  2,262  children,  arrangements  having  been  made  for  a  school 
dentist  to  be  on  duty  at  the  office  each  afternoon  after  he  has 
finished  his  session  at  the  dental  clinic. 
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VACCINATION. 

78.  Tlie  following  table,  based  on  the  results  of  observations 
made  during  routine  inspections,  shews  tlie  proportion  of 
vaccinated  and  unvaccinated  children  in  the  public  elementary 
and  higher  school.  In  the  case  of  the  vaccinated  children,  the 
number  of  vaccination  marks  is  also  shewn.  In  the  case  of  the 
entrants  in  the  public  elementary  schools  the  percentage  of 
children  shewing  one  mark  only  was  46  2  as  compared  with  29 
per  cent,  in  1934. 

The  percentage  of  unvaccinated  children  in  the  public  elemen¬ 
tary  schools  was  227,  the  figures  for  the  preceding  five  years 
being  22  7,  213,  20  3,  20  6  and  19  1 ;  the  corresponding  figures  for 
the  children  attending  the  higher  schools  were  25  9,  22  0,  19  3, 
192,  16  6  and  194. 


Table  10. 


Vaccinated. 

Number 

' 

Not 

Code  Group. 

examined. 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Vaccinated. 

mark. 

marks. 

marks. 

marks. 

Total. 

Public  Elementar 

y  Schools. 

Entrants 

13,453 

46-2% 

105% 

2-0% 

15-9% 

74-6% 

264% 

Intermediates 

12,121 

18*9% 

13-4% 

3'5% 

4L6% 

77-4% 

226%] 

Leavers 

11,299 

17-7% 

9-3% 

4-6% 

48-7% 

80-3% 

197% 

Total 

36,873 

28-5% 

11-1% 

3-3% 

34-4% 

77-3% 

22-7% 

Higher  Schools. 

All  ages 

6,874 

24-1% 

23-6% 

7-3% 

19-1% 

74T% 

259% 

SCHOOL  PREMISES. 

79.  The  school  medical  officers,  on  the  completion  of  their 
annual  routine  examinations  at  the  schools,  make  reports  on  the 
condition  of  the  premises  with  regard  to  such  items  as  the 
efficiency  of  the  heating,  lighting,  ventilation,  condition  of  play¬ 
grounds,  etc.,  and  references  with  regard  to  all  defects  found  are 
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iefened  to  the  appropriate  quarters,  when  considered  necessary. 
The  district  sanitary  inspectors  also  make  periodical  visits  to  all 
public  elementary  schools  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
sanitary  arrangements. 

The  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  particulars 
relating  to  improvements  made  in  connection  with  public  elemen¬ 
tary  schools  during  the  year: — 


LIST  OF  IMPROVEMENTS  MADE  IN  VARIOUS  SCHOOLS  DURING  1935 


Installation  of  Electric  Lighting  in  place 

St.  Peter’s  C.E. 

Improvement  of  Heating  Installation, 

Arnot  Street  Council 

(Junior  Department). 

Reflooring, 

Trinity  District  C.E, 

St.  Mary’s  C.E.,  Wavertree, 

Everton  Terrace  Council. 

St.  Chrysostom's  C.E. 

St.  Anthony’s  R.C. 

St.  Michael’s  Hamlet  Council 
(2  Classrooms). 

Much  Woolton  C.E. 

Lister  Drive  Council  (2  Classrooms, 

Infants) . 

Wellesbourne  Boacl  Council  (Infants’ 
Assembly  Hall  and  Corridors — 
A.  &  B.  Departments). 

Sundry  Work. 

Anfield  Road  Council  . 

Fazakerley  Council,  Longmoor  Lane 
Fazakerley  Council,  Formosa  Drive 
Granby  Street  Council  . 

Gilmour  Council  School,  Duncombe 

Road 

Florence  Melly  Council  ... 


of  Gas  Lighting, 

St.  Augustine’s  R.C. 

New  Heating  Boilers. 

Beaufort  Street  Council, 

Granby  Street  Council, 

Warbreck  Council  School,  Rice 

Lane. 

Penrhyn  Street  Council. 
Rathbone*  Council. 


Reconstruction  of  Playgrounds, 

Fazakerley  Council,  Longmoor  Lane 
(Asphalt  topping  of  portions  of 
Infants’  and  Boys’  yards). 

North  way  Council  (Repairs  to 
asphalt  topping  to  Boys’  yard). 


Fixing  screen  to  divide  large  class¬ 
room,  and  forming  new  dooiway — 
Infants’  Department. 

Additional  urinal  accommodation  and 
washbowls. 

Four  additional  W.C.’s,  Junior  Mixed 
Department. 

Reconstruction  of  Girls’  and  Infants’ 
Offices. 

New  Assembly  Hall. 

Enlargement  of  several  elassroms  for 
Special  Subjects. 
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PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

80.  Under  Sections  82 — 85  of  the  Education  Act,  1921,  free 
dinners  have  been  provided  for  necessitous  school  children  on 
week-days,  both  during  term  time  and  school  holidays.  The 
meals  are  cooked  and  served  at  certain  centres,  as  shewn  below  : — 


COOKING  CENTRES. 

Addison  Street  Day  Approved  School. 
Queensland  Street  Senior  Special  School. 
Richmond  School,  Richmond  Terrace. 
Dingle  Lane  Special  School. 
Northumberland  Street  School. 

“  Underlea,"  Sudley  Road. 

Walton  Road  School.  . 


DINING  CENTRES. 

Ackers  Hall  Council  School,  Maidford 
Road. 

Addison  Street  Day  Approved  School, 
Banks  Road  Council  School, 
Queensland  St.  Senior  Special  School. 
26,  Richmond  Terrace. 

Dingle  Lane  Special  School. 
Northumberland  Street  School, 
Chalmers  Hall,  Westminster  Road. 

St.  Titus*  Hall,  Portland  Street, 

St.  Thomas’s  School,  Upper  Frederick 
Street  (Closed  7.9.35). 

“  Caledonian  ”  School,  Oldham  Street. 
St.  Aidan’s  Hall,  Commercial  Road, 

(  “  Major  Lester  ”  Council  School, 
Sherlock  Street. 

Heyworth  Street  Council  School. 

Presbyterian  Church  of  England  Hall, 
Green  Lane. 

Norris  Green  School  Meals  Centre. 

“  Underlea,”  Sudley  Road. 

Wellington  Road  Congregational 
Mission  Hall. 

30,  Cleveland  Square  (Opened  9.9.35). 


In  those  new  housing  areas,  in  which  no  centres  have  yet  been 
established,  tramcar  tickets  are  provided  to  enable  the  children 
to  attend  the  nearest  existing  centre. 

81.  There  are  five  local  caterers  in  the  outskirts  who  supply 
meals  for  small  groups  of  children  who,  owing  to  distance,  cannot 
attend  one  of  the  Committee’s  main  dining  centres. 


82.  Free  meals  are  not  granted  if  it  be  considered  that  the 
parents  are  in  a  position  to  provide  meals  at  home,  but  the 
Committee  make  arrangements  whereby  certain  school  children 
whose  parents’  incomes  are  in  excess  of  the  adopted  scale  may 
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have  meals  on  payment  where  there  are  no  facilities  for  providing 
meals  at  home,  e.g\,  in  the  case  of  widowers,  or  widows  out 
working  during  the  day,  the  amount  to  be  charged  being  assessed 
by  the  Kota  (Meals)  Sub-Committee. 

The  Public  Assistance  Committee  are  supplied  with  particulars 
of  all  children  receiving  free  meals  when  the  parents  are  in 
receipt  of  relief. 

There  are  176  schools  out  of  a  total  of  196  elementary  schools 
in  the  City  in  which  free  meal  coupons  are  being  issued  to 
necessitous  school  children,  as  compared  with  170  out  of  194 
elementary  schools  in  the  City  last  year. 

83.  The  Dining  Centres  were  open  on  311  days  during  the  year, 
and  the  total  number  of  meals  supplied  were  946,612,  as  compared 
with  882,525  in  1934,  the  daily  average  number  of  children  who 
received  meals  being  3,044,  or  205  more  than  the  average  for 
1934. 

The  weekly  number  of  meals  provided  varied  during  the  year, 
the  highest  being  22,866  in  January,  and  the  lowest  9,266  in 
December,  when  the  schools  were  closed  for  the  Christmas 

vacation. 

84.  The  Children’s  Meals  Sub-Committee  during  the  year  have 

given  special  consideration  to  the  general  arrangements  for  the 
cooking  and  serving  of  meals  for  necessitous  school  children, 
including  a  proposal  for  a  general  nutrition  survey  of  the 

children  in  the  elementary  schools,  the  improvement  of  the  dietary, 
the  replacement  of  the  several  existing  cooking  centres  by  a 
Central  Cooking  Kitchen  and  the  provision  of  additional  dining 
centres  and  the  replacement  of  those  not  up  to  the  desired 

standard. 

Particulars  of  cases  recommended  for  meals  by  the  School 

Medical  Officer  are  forwarded  to  the  Director,  enquiry  is  then 
made  into  the  home  circumstances  by  the  school  attendance 
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officers,  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  income  of  the 
parents  or  guardians  he  adequate  they  are  asked  to  pay  for  the 
meals  provided. 

A  revised  Scale  of  Income  has  been  adopted  for  determining 
the  standard  of  necessity  in  dealing  with  applications  for  free 
meals. 

85.  A  “  Supervisor  of  Cooking  and  Dining  Centres  ‘  ’  has  been 
appointed,  and  the  Supervisor  commenced  duty  in  May,  1935. 

With  a  view  to  giving  the  Centres  a  brighter  appearance, 
the  old  type  of  ironstone  ware  is  gradually  being  replaced  by 
coloured  ware,  and  tables  coverings  have  been  introduced. 

First-aid  boxes,  similar  to  those  supplied  for  use  in  the  elemen¬ 
tary  schools  have  been  installed  at  the  various  cooking  and 
dining  centres. 

Milk  g0.  The  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  scheme  is  organised  by 

0  €  tl  6  111  8 

teachers  on  a  voluntary  milk  club  basis,  the  arrangements  with  the 
contractors  for  the  delivery  of  the  milk  being  made  by  the  head 
teachers. 

The  source  and  quality  of  the  milk  issued  to  the  school  children 
must  be  approved  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  So  far  as  the 
Liverpool  schools  are  concerned,  pasteurised  or  heat-treated  milk 
only  may  be  provided  under  the  scheme. 

The  total  number  of  free  milk  meals  issued  during  the  year 
was  2,621,159,  the  highest  for  any  one  week  being  78,650, 
involving  16,921  children,  during  the  week  ending  21st  December, 
1935,  and  the  lowest  37,066,  involving  12,890  children,  in  the 
week  ending  15th  June,  1935. 

The  number  of  schools  participating  in  the  scheme  for  the 
period  under  review  was  181,  milk  being  supplied  by  16  milk 
contractors. 
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SPECIAL  SCHOOLS. 

87.  The  total  number  of  children  at  the  end  of  the  year  who 
had  been  certified  as  Blind  was  37,  of  whom  21  were  attending1 
Wavertree  School  for  the  Blind,  and  seven,  the  Roman  Catholic 
School  for  the  Blind,  Brunswick  Road,  One  was  in  the  Sunshine 
Homes,  and  eight  were  not  at  any  school,  owing  to  mental  defect. 


88.  (  Hasses  for  partially-sighted  children  are  maintained  at  the 

Birchfield  Road  Council  School,  St.  James’  Council  School,  Christ 
Church  C.E.  Elementary  School,  and  TJnderlea  Day  Open-Air 
School.  The  number  on  the  rolls  of  these  classes  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  109,  the  average  attendance  being  93  7.  Of  the  109 
children  attending  the  classes,  44  (or  40  per  cent.)  were  admitted 
on  account  of  marked  myopia,  or  myopia  associated  with  other 
defects. 


Some  of  the  older  children  are  now  being  allowed  to  write  on 
paper,  using  special  thick  carbon  pencils,  and  they  much  appreci¬ 
ate  this  innovation.  At  the  class  in  St.  James’  School  the  senior 
children  are  being  taught  French,  the  Head  Master  himself  taking 
this  lesson.  One  of  the  scholars  in  this  class  won  the  “  Blanche 
Tucker  Prize”  for  an  essay  on  “  How  a  school  girl  can  help  in 
the  care  of  her  younger  brothers  and  sisters”.  At  the  Christ 
Church  School  a  spare  room  is  being  utilised  as  a  rest  room,  six 
canvas  camp  beds  having  been  provided  for  the  use  of  children 
in  need  of  rest  after  their  mid-day  meal. 

Considerable  difficulty  is  experienced 'in  placing  the  partially- 
sighted  children  in  suitable  occupations  on  leaving  school.  Some 
of  the  more  serious  cases  apply  for  a  course  of  instruction  under 
the  Blind  Persons’  Act,  but  the  degree  of  their  visual  defect  is 
seldom  sufficiently  severe  to  justify  them  being  certified  for  this, 
although  their  chances  of  securing  work,  against  those  of  normally 
sighted  competitors,  appears  almost  helpless. 

89.  For  the  special  education  of  Deaf  children,  the  Committee 
maintain  one  Day  School,  at  which  there  were  160  scholars  on 
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roll  at  the  end  of  the  year,  95  of  these  being  Liverpool  children, 
of  whom  19  were  hoarded  by  the  Committee  in  the  adjacent 
Institution  for  the  Leaf.  There  were  also  65  children  from  other 
areas  who  resided  at  the  Institution  and  attended  the  Lay  School 
for  their  education.  The  Committee  also  pay  for  the  board  and 
education  of  certain  Roman  Catholic  deaf  children  at  Boston 
Spa.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  five  Liverpool  children 
boarded  there. 

90.  The  Committee  have  appointed  special  Certifying  Officers 
for  certifying  children  as  suitable  for  admission  to  the  Schools 
for  the  Mentally  and  Physically  Lefectives  and  for  the  Epileptics. 
In  the  main  the  references  of  cases  suitable  for  admission  to  these 
schools  are  made  by  the  school  medical  officers,  but  many  cases, 
chiefly  mental  cases,  are  also  referred  by  head  teachers,  and  a 
few  also  are  referred  by  parents,  the  Public  Assistance  Committee, 
Magistrates,  etc. 

All  cases  referred  for  ascertainment  are  summoned  by  the 
School  Attendance  Lepartment  for  the  purposes  of  examination 
by  the  Certifying  Officers.  In  the  event  of  parents  refusing  to 
present  their  children  for  such  examinations,  they  are  warned  of 
their  legal  obligations  in  the  matter,  and  visits  are  paid  to  the 
homes  by  the  School  Attendance  Officers  and  if  necessary  they 
are  summoned  to  attend  a  Rota  of  the  School  Attendance  and 
Care  Sub-Committee.  As  a  last  resort  legal  proceedings  under 
Section  55  (5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1921,  are  instituted  against 
the  parents.  It  was  not,  however,  found  necessary  during  the 
year  in  any  instance  to  take  such  legal  proceedings. 

91.  The  accompanying  return  shews  the  results  of  the 
examinations  made  by  the  Certifying  Officers  for  the  ascertain¬ 
ment  of  mentally  and  physically  defective  children  during  the 
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Table  It. 


Referred  as 
Physically 
Defective. 

Referred  as 
Mentally 
Defective. 

Passed  for  M.D.  Schools — Day  . 

87 

,,  ,,  Residential 

— — 

8 

Passed  for  P.D.  Schools- — Day  Special  or  Day  Open-Air 

202 

22 

,>  ,,  ,,  Residential 

140 

14 

,,  Epileptic  Schools 

1 

To  remain  in  ordinar}^  schools 

Postponed  for  further  trial  in  ordinary  school  or  for  treat- 

78 

111 

ment-  ... 

91 

310 

Unsuitable  for  any  school  (P.D.) 

11 

8 

Private  Tuition 

1 

2 

Referred  to  Child  Guidance  Clinic 

2 

Referred  for  Mental  examination 

5 

Total  number  of  children  examined  ... 

529 

564 

CASES  NOTIFIED  TO  THE  LANCASHIRE  MENTAL  HOSPITALS  BOARD 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

1.  (i)  Children  incapable  of  receiving  benefit  or  further  benefit  from 

instruction  in  a  Special  School : 

(a)  Idiots  •••  ...  ...  ...  .  *,  . .,  , , .  , , ,  5 

(b)  Imbeciles  .  47 

(ii)  Children  unable  to  be  instructed  in  a  Special  School  without 
detriment  to  the  interests  of  the  other  children  : 

(a)  Moral  defectives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 

(b)  Others  1 

2.  I  eeble-minded  children  notified  on  leaving  Special  Schools  on  or 

before  attaining  the  age  of  16  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Total .  103 

In  addition  to  the  examination  of  new  cases  referred  for 
ascertainment,  2,256  examinations  of  children  attending  the 
schools  for  the  mentally  defective  and  the  physically  defective 
were  made  with  regard  to  their  suitability  for  continuance  in 
attendance,  as  required  by  the  Education  Act  of  1921. 

The  following  Table  shews  (a)  the  accommodation,  number  on 
rolls,  and  the  average  attendance  in  the  various  grade  of  Special 
Schools  provided  by  the  Committee;  and  (b)  the  number  of 
admissions  and  withdrawals  during  the  year: — 
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Table  12, 


Schools  for  the 

Accommoda¬ 

tion. 

No.  on  Rolls 
Dec.,  1935. 

Average 
Attendance. 
Dec.,  1935. 

Mentally  Defectives  (day) 

820 

694 

568*5 

Physically  Defectives  (day) 

666 

735 

589  8 

Physically  Defectives  (residential)  ... 

68 

68 

68*0 

Partially-sighted  (classes) 

140 

109 

88*7 

»it  «i«  «««  • « « 

200 

160 

135*5 

M.D. 

Schools. 

P.D.  or 

Open-air 

Schools. 

Deaf 

School. 

Defective 

Vision 

Classes. 

New  Admissions  . 

104 

311 

28 

19 

Withdrawals  (not including  temporary 
withdrawals) 

1.  At  age  limit  (16  years) . 

*91 

29 

18 

9 

2.  Under  16  Years. 

(a)  Decertified  . 

12 

210 

1 

(b)  Notified  to  Mental  Deficiency 
Authority  . 

23 

— — 

. - 

w. 

(c)  Excused  attendance . 

17 

4 

1 

7 

( d )  Transferred  to  Residential 
M.D.  Schools  . 

7 

. _ 

—  , 

( e )  Certified  as  M.D. 

• — 

5 

■ — 

• — 

( /  )  Attending  Private  Schools  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

( g )  Left  City,  etc . 

11 

13 

- — 

4 

( h )  Died  . 

— 

8 

■ — 

— 

( i )  Committed  to  Approved  Schoo 

Is  4 

1 

■ — 

■ — 

Total  Withdrawals 

165 

271 

20 

21 

*  Of  these,  52  were  notified  to  the  Mental  Deficiency  Authority  for  supervision,  etc. 
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Of  the  nine  Day  Special  Schools  which  the  Committee  main- 
lain,  three  are  double  centres  for  physically  and  mentally 
defective  children,  three  are  schools  for  mentally  defectives  only, 
two  are  open-air  schools  for  both  delicate  and  physically  defective 
children,  and  one  is  a  school  for  the  deaf.  There  is  also  a  resi¬ 
dential  school  at  Woolton  Yale  for  delicate  children. 

92.  The  school  medical  officers  carried  out  the  medical  Medical 
inspections  and  re-inspections  in  connection  with  the  Day  Special  andT60**0” 
Schools,  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  the  number  of  Treatlnent 
examinations  made: — • 


Routine  Examinations  ... 

Re-inspections 

Special  Inspections 


460 

1,379 

150 


Total 


1,989 


Facilities  for  treatment  are  available  under  the  Committee’s 
Schemes,  and  104  cases  of  defective  vision  being  dealt  with, 
comprising  39  new  cases  and  65  re-examination  cases.  In  addition, 

11  children  were  operated  on  at  the  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  Clinic, 
and  in  the  case  of  children  suffering  from  crippling  defects,  full 
use  was  made  of  the  facilities  available  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics. 

Dental  treatment  was  also  made  available,  details  of  which  are 
given  in  paragraph  99. 

93.  Miss  Anderson,  the  head  teacher  of  the  school,  reports  Underiea, 
that  “  The  year  1935  proved  to  be  one  of  steady  progress .  On 
the  whole,  good  weather  was  experienced,  and  only  on  two 
occasions,  owing  to  fog,  was  it  found  necesary  to  take  lessons  in 
the  ‘House’. 

“  There  were  104  children  admitted  to  the  school  during  the 
year,  whilst  107  left,  the  average  length  of  stay  being  19  months. 

The  average  yearly  gain  in  weight  was  approximately  7flbs.  per 
child.  There  was  an  attendance  of  86  2  per  cent,  in  the  Open-Air 
Department,  and  92-2  per  cent,  in  the  Partially-Sighted  Class. 
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“  One  of  the  school  dental  officers  visited  the  school  to  provide 
dental  treatment,  and  nearly  all  the  parents  accepted  the  treat¬ 
ment  on  behalf  of  their  children. 

“  On  June  19th  the  Annual  Prize  Day  was  held,  when  the 
school  was  honoured  by  the  presence  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Lady 
Mayoress,  Alderman  and  Mrs.  F.  T.  Richardson.  Scenes  from 
‘Alice  in  Wonderland  ’  were  performed  by  the  children. 

“  On  June  25th  a  very  successful  Open  Day  for  the  parents  was 
held,  when  over  100  visitors  were  entertained. 

“  The  old  scholars,  numbering  53,  were  entertained  to  a 
Garden  Party  on  June  26th,  which  p roved  a  very  delightful  and 
interesting  event. 

“The  Vacation  School  during  July  again  proved  very  popular, 
and  121  children  attended.” 

The  total  accommodation  at  the  TJnderlea  Day  Open-air  School 
is  195,  which  includes  provision  for  a  class  of  25  partially-sighted 
children. 

94.  The  Margaret  Beavan  Day  Open-air  School  provides 
accommodation  both  for  physically  defective  children  and  for 
delicate  children  requiring  day  open-air  education. 

During  the  year  1935  the  average  number  on  the  roll  was  199, 
the  average  attendance  being  170.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  199  in  attendance,  130  of  these  being  physically  defective 
and  69  delicate  children. 

Miss  Kelly,  the  head  mistress,  reports  that  “A  great  asset  to 
the  school  this  year  has  been  the  erection  of  a  rest-shed  in  the 
grounds.  Here,  after  dinner  every  day,  the  children  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  an  hour’s  complete  rest  under  open-air  conditions. 
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From  a  scholastic  standpoint,  also,  the  year  has  been  a 
satisfactory  one,  two  of  the  senior  boys  having  been  successful 
m  gaining  Junior  Technical  Scholarships. 

A  definite  improvement  in  health  has  been  apparent  in  almost 
every  case,  and  this  improvement  is  often  observed  even  after  a 
comparatively  short  period  of  attendance.” 

95.  During  the  year  there  were  altogether  173  children  in 
lesidence  at  the  A  oolton  Male  Country  School,  116  new  cases 
having  been  admitted  and  133  discharged,  the  majority  having' 
been  sent  there  on  account  of  malnutrition  and  debility.  The 
average  length  of  stay  was  25  weeks,  and  the  average  gain  of 
weight  was  8 Jibs. 

The  teeth  of  the  children  were  attended  to  by  one  of  the  school 
dentists,  who  paid  periodical  visits  for  this  purpose. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  carried  out  by  the 
medical  officer  of  the  school  in  the  case  of  69  children. 

Miss  Shepherd,  the  head  mistress  of  the  school,  reports 

Every  opportunity  was  taken  of  conducting  the  school  in  the 
open  air,  and  on  suitable  nights,  during  the  summer,  the  outside 
schoolroom  was  converted  into  a  dormitory  where  some  specially 
selected  children  slept,  in  charge  of  a  member  of  the  staff.  The 

children  enjoyed  this  experience,  and  also  derived  much  benefit 
from  it. 

An  extension  of  the  flagging  of  the  playground  proved  a  boon, 
enabling  much  more  outdoor  activity  than  formerly,  to  be  carried 
on,  especially  when  the  weather  had  been  wet. 

“Games,  such  as  tennis,  rounders,  croquet  (for  the  less  active 
children),  cricket,  football,  etc.,  took  up  much  of  the  children’s 
free  time  when  the  weather  permitted. 

During  the  winter  months,  evening  occupations  were  chiefly 
games,  dancing,  and  dramatic  entertainments  produced  by  the 
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Torpenhow, 


children  themselves.  Some  of  the  older  children,  interested  in  the 
handwork  taught  during  the  school  session,  carried  on  the  work 
in  the  evening,  as  a  hobby. 

“  The  wireless  set,  with  loud  speakers  in  each  classroom,  was 
extensively  used  for  recreational  as  well  as  educational  purposes. 

“  A  welcome  addition  to  the  school’s  amenities  was  a  Pathe- 
scope  Projector,  which,  together  with  some  suitable  films,  was 
lent  for  a  period  during  the  winter.” 

96.  During  the  year  there  were  admitted  60  Liverpool  school 
children  to  the  Torpenhow  Open-Air  School  near  Frankby,  where 
the  Committee  retain  30  beds,  the  usual  length  of  stay  of  the 
children  being  six  months.  The  average  gain  of  weight  of  the 
children  discharged  was  over  Tibs.,  and  the  average  increase  oi 
height  was  IT  inches  in  the  case  of  the  girls  and  If  inches  in  the 
case  of  the  boys.  The  average  age  of  the  children  on  admission 
was  9J  years. 

The  dentist  attends  at  the  school  weekly,  and  the  need  for 
dental  treatment  is  carefully  explained  to  the  children  requiring 
it.  The  visiting  medical  officer  immunised  against  diphtheria  the 
children  admitted,  except  in  one  or  two  instances  where  the 
parents  had  refused  their  consent. 

Miss  Anson,  the  matron  of  the  school,  reports  that  the  Annual 
Pe-union  of  ex-scholars  was  held  in  July,  when  158  Liverpool 
ex-scholars  attended,  some  of  these  being  now  21  years  of  age  or 
over.  On  the  whole  they  looked  fairly  healthy,  but  in  some 
instances  pale  faces  were  noticed  and  these,  on  enquiry,  appeared 
to  be  attributable  to  lack  of  sufficient  sleep. 

After  their  discharge  from  Torpenhow  the  children  are  kept 
under  special  supervision  by  the  school  medical  officers  for  two 
years  subsequently,  and  longer,  if  considered  necessary. 

The  most  desirable  arrangement  would  be  for  many  of  the 
children,  subsequent  to  their  discharges  from  the  Residential 
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Open-Air  Schools,  to  continue  their  education  for  a  time  at  the 
Day  Open-Air  Schools,  but,  unfortunately,  owing  to  the  limited 
accommodation  at  these  schools  this  course  is  not  always 
practicable. 


tb .  in  addition  to  the  special  schools  and  the  accommoda-  Other 
tion  provided  at  Torpenhow,  the  Committee  maintain  three  beds  Aecommod1- 
at.  the  West  Kirby  Convalescent  Home,  also  six  beds  (mainly  for  ation“ 
heart  cases)  at  the  Liverpool  School  of  Recovery,  and  they  have 


secured  the  option  of  some  places  at  the  Maghull  Home  for 
Epileptics.  During  the  course  of  the  year,  four  cases  have  been 
in  residence  at  West  Kirby,  and  six  at  the  School  of  Recovery, 
whilst  twelve  cases  have  been  maintained  at  the  Home  for 
Epileptics. 


Certain  mentally  defective  children  require  to  be  admitted  to 
residential  special  schools,  and  during  the  year  24  defectives 
were  maintained  by  the  Committee  at  “  Pontville  ”  Roman 
Catholic  Special  School,  Ormskirk,  18  at  Allerton  Priory  Roman 
Catholic  Special  School,  Woolton,  and  4  at  Dovecot  Horticul¬ 
tural  School  for  Mentally  Defective  Girls,  Knotty  Ash 

Two  physically  defective  cases  are  maintained  at  the  Liverpool 
Workshop  for  Cripples. 


98.  In  three  Institutions,  viz.,  the  Alder  Hey  Hospital, 
Belmont  Road  Hospital  and  the  Cleaver  Sanatorium,  schools  were 
previously  carried  on  under  the  Poor  Law  Guardians.  The 
responsibility  for  maintaining  these  schools  has  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Special  Schools  Committee,  and  two  of  them,  viz., 
Alder  Hey  Hospital  School  and  Cleaver  Sanatorium  School,  are 
now  certified  by  the  Board  of  Education  as  Special  Schools 


99.  The  following  Table  shews  the  work  carried  out  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Hightown  and  Special  Schools  by  the  dental 
staif  of  the  School  Medical  Sub-Committee  during  the  year. 


Dental 

Treatment 

at 

Hightown 

and 

Special 

Schools, 


66 


Table  13. 


liightown. 

Special 

Schools. 

Total. 

No.  of  inspection  sessions  ... 

1 

11 

12 

No.  of  treatment  sessions 

15 

82 

97 

Total  No.  of  sessions 

16 

93 

109 

No.  of  children  inspected 

158 

1,099 

1,257 

No.  of  children  requiring  treatment 

117 

804 

921 

No.  of  children  treated 

(74-0%) 

(73‘1%) 

(73-2%) 

108 

781 

889 

No.  of  attendances  made  for  treatment  ... 

122 

903 

1,025 

No.  of  teeth  extracted 

123 

1,748 

1,871 

No.  of  teeth  filled 

51 

200 

251 

No.  of  other  operations 

20 

31 

51 

No.  of  administrations  of  general  anassthetic 

59 

69i 

750 

A  marked  feature  of  the  scheme  of  dental  treatment  for  these 
schools  has  been  the  uniformly  high  rate  of  acceptances.  During 
the  year  an  even  larger  proportion  of  consents  was  received  than 
heretofore,  and  the  acceptance  rate  has  risen  from  74  per  cent,  to 
813  per  cent.  In  three  of  the  special  schools  applications  were 
received  for  more  than  95  per  cent,  of  the  children  referred  for 
treatment. 

For  some  years  the  practice  has  been  adopted  of  inviting  the 
parents  of  these  children  to  contribute  voluntarily  according  to  their 
means  towards  the  cost  of  treatment,  instead  of,  as  in  the  public 
elementary  schools,  fixing  a  minimum  charge  of  6d.  During  the 
\  ear  this  arrangement  has  worked  satisfactorily,  an  average  of 

5^d.  per  case  having  been  received  from  those  parents  who 
contributed  in  this  way. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

100.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1,549  school  children 
(1,497  boys  and  52  girls)  who  were  employed  out  of  school  hours, 
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1,098  of  these  children  being*  occupied  in  delivering  milk  or 
newspapers. 

101.  TV  hen  children  desire  to  work  before  school  hours,  thejr 
have  to  be  examined  by  the  school  medical  officers  and  passed  as 
physically  fit  befoie  a  certificate  is  granted,  lor  this  purpose 
1,079  children  were  examined,  and  all  but  four  were  granted 
certificates.  All  employed  children,  whether  working  before  or 
after  school  hours,  are  required  to  obtain  employment  cards, 
which  are  issued  by  the  Education  Committee,  and  these  children 
are  kept  under  supervision  by  the  school  medical  officers  during 
their  visits  to  the  schools.  Employment,  which  under  the  local 
bye-laws,  is  limited  to  two  hours  on  school  days,  and  five  hours 
on  Saturdays  and  during  school  holidays,  seldom  has  any  adverse 
effect  upon  the  children’s  health,  though  occasionally  it  has  been 
found  advisable  to  recommend  the  giving  up  of  such  work  in  the 
interests  of  health. 

10A  During  the  year,  the  Sub-Committee  dealing  with  the 
licensing  of  children,  granted  86  theatrical  licences  in  respect  of 
82  children,  as  against  118  licences  granted  during  the  year  1934 
in  respect  of  113  children. 


The  total  number  of  licensed  children  who  appeared  at  local 
places  of  entertainment  was  103,  as  against  75  for  the  previous 
year.  Only  three  of  these  were  Liverpool  children. 

All  places  of  entertainment  where  the  children  were  engaged 
were  visited  by  the  Sub-Committee’s  officers  during  the  period  of 
the  employment  of  the  children,  and  they  found  that  the  regulations 
were  complied  with  fully.  The  officers  also  visited  the  respec¬ 
tive  places  of  residence,  and  were  satisfied  with  the  conditions 
under  which  the  children  resided  in  Liverpool.  In  accordance 
with  the  Committee’s  instructions,  a  woman  visitor,  accompanied 

by  the  Employment  Officer,  visits  both  the  lodgings  and  the 
theatres. 


Theatrical 

Licences. 
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A  notification  of  licensed  children  appearing  at  public  perform¬ 
ances  in  Liverpool  is  sent  to  the  Chief  Constable,  who  co-operates 
in  the  supervision  of  the  children,  and  reports  any  irregularity 
to  the  Director,  who  immediately  deals  with  the  matter 


JUVENILE  EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU. 

103.  During  the  year  the  Bureau  has  dealt  with  the  highest 
number  of  applications  of  juveniles  that  has  yet  been  recorded, 
namely,  33,149,  an  increase  of  7,4/0  over  the  figures  for  the 
previous  year.  A  steady  improvement  has  characterised  the 
general  commercial  and  industrial  position  on  Merseyside 
throughout  the  period.  Better  conditions  have  been  reflected  in 
the  increased  demand  for  juveniles,  especially  for  girls,  and  have 
assisted  in  the  absorption  into  employment  of  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  additional  number  of  boys  and  girls  leaving  schools. 

104.  The  Unemployment  Insurance  Act,  1934,  and  the 
consolidation  of  Unemployment  Insurance  legislation  by  the 
Unemployment  Insurance  Act  of  1935  have  entailed  considerable 
changes  and  development  in  the  duties  discharged  by  the  Juvenile 
Employment  Bureau.  The  main  features  of  the  new  Unemploy- 
ment  Insurance  Act,  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  juveniles,  may  be 
summarised  briefly^  as  follows : — 

(a)  Age  of  entry  into  insurance  lowered. 

{b)  Credit  of  contributions  granted  for  continued 
education. 

(c)  Notification  by  employers  of  the  termination  of 

employment  of  juveniles. 

(d)  Lowering  of  the  age  from  which  benefit  is  payable. 

(e)  Local  Education  Authorities  required  to  provide 

coulees  of  instruction  and  unemployed  juveniles 
required  to  attend. 

105.  During  past  years  the  visitation  of  schools  by  Bureau 
Officers,  to  provide  opportunity  for  discussion  on  the  careers  of 
children  about  to  leave  school,  has  been  gradually  extended  until 
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it  has  now  become  possible  to  deal  with  at  least  80  per  cent,  of 
the  scholars  in  this  manner.  In  the  year  under  review  968  visits 
were  made  to  schools  and  11,876  boys  and  girls  were  interviewed, 
2,514  of  whom  were  accompanied  by  their  parents.  One  result  of 
the  joint  conferences  appears  to  be  that  a  considerable  number  of 
the  scholars  interviewed  proceed  at  once  to  follow  up  the  advice 
received  and  by  their  own  efforts  and  those  of  their  parents  and 
relatives  are  able  to  obtain  employment  which  they  enter  upon 
immediately  they  leave  school.  Nevertheless,  no  fewer  than 
11,959  juveniles  (5,690  boys  and  6,269  girls)  actually  registered 
at  the  Bureau  shortly  after  leaving  school,  while  there  were 
21,190  applications  (9,734  boys  and  11,456  girls)  from  juveniles 
under  18  years  of  age  who,  having  been  previously  placed  returned 
to  the  Bureau  for  further  assistance. 

106.  It  is  with  no  small  satisfaction  that  a  further  increase  of 
as  many  as  2,205  in  the  number  of  vacancies  filled  is  recorded. 
The  placings  reached  the  record  figure  of  13,603  (5,535  boys  and 
8,068  girls).  The  number  of  vacancies  notified  for  clerical  workers 
has  been  maintained  at  a  consistent  level  during  the  year,  and 
there  have  been  occasions  on  which  the  resources  of  the  Bureau 
have  been  somewhat  taxed  to  obtain  girls  of  the  right  type  and 
education — particularly  those  with  commercial  training — to  meet 
employers’  demands.  Difficulty  continued  to  be  experienced  in 
filling  vacancies  notified  in  the  needle  trades  and  in  domestic 
service. 


The  local  trade  recovery  falls  far  short  as  yet  of  that  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  and  employment  openings  in  this  area  are 
still  insufficient  to  absorb  more  than  a  proportion  of  the  large 
number  of  juveniles  available  for  work.  A  welcome  outlet  for 
some  of  these  has  been  afforded  by  the  extension  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour’s  Transference  Scheme  for  Juveniles  by  means  of 
which  it  has  been  possible  during  the  year  1935  with  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Birmingham  Education  Committee  to  transfer  to 
employment  in  the  Birmingham  Area  240  boys  and  25  girls, 
chiefly  in  various  types  of  factory  work,  at  wages,  in  most  cases, 
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higher  than  they  could  possibly  have  earned  in  this  district  had 
they  been  able  to  find  work  here.  The  services  of  the  school 
medical  officers  have  been  available  for  the  examination  of  all 
juveniles  before  transfer.  By  this  means  it  was  possible  to 
eliminate  those  medically  unfit.  Instances  of  defective  sight  and 
defective  teeth  were  brought  to  light  and  treated  prior  to  transfer. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  valuable  assistance  of  the  School 
Medical  Service  has  obviated  the  danger  of  juveniles  being  trans¬ 
ferred  from  their  homes,  while  not  in  a  satisfactory  physical 
condition. 

107.  The  provisions  of  the  Unemployment  Insurance  Act,  1935, 
requiring  the  attendance  of  unemployed  juveniles,  whether  in 
receipt  of  benefit  or  not,  at  authorised  courses  of  instruction,  met 
with  some  opposition  from  a  number  of  juveniles  in  respect  of 
whom  benefit  is  not  payable,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  reluctance 
shown  by  boys  and  girls  (and  also  by  parents)  to  recognise  the 
compulsory  character  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  is  being  steadily 
overcome.  During  the  year  10,781  requirements  to  attend  a 
Tunior  Instruction  Centre  have  been  issued  to  juveniles  registered 
at  the  Bureau  5,635  to  boys  and  5,146  to  girls.  Failure  to 
comply  with  the  regulations  and  irregular  attendance  are,  in  the 
first  instance,  reported  to  the  school  attendance  officers  for  inves¬ 
tigation,  and  if  this  action  fails,  the  cases  are  then  brought  before 
Boards  of  Assessors,  specially  set  up  under  regulations  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings.  In  this 
manner,  924  cases  were  considered  by  the  Boards,  and  penalties 
have  been  imposed  by  the  Magistrates  in  43  instances  during  the 
year.  This  further  contact  with  juveniles  required  to  attend  a 
course  of  instruction  has  revealed  a  considerable  number  of  boys 
and  girls  requiring  medical  attention  and  advice.  There  is  close 
co-operation  between  the  Bureau  and  the  School  Medical  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  cases  are  regularly  referred  for  examination  by  the 
medical  officers  who  are  usually  able  to  arrange  for  minor  defects 
to  be  treated. 

108.  The  experimental  Scheme  for  the  provision  of  short 
holidays,  of  one  week’s  duration,  for  selected  unemployed  boys  and 
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girls,  with  a  view  to  improving  their  physique  and  fitness  for 
employment,  was  extended  during  the  year.  A  grant  of  £50  was 
obtained  through  the  Liverpool  Union  of  Girls’  Clubs,  from  the 
King*  George  Jubilee  Trust  by  means  of  which  40  girls  were 
enabled  to  spend  a  week  at  the  Llangollen  Hostel  of  the  Liverpool 
Union  of  Girls’  Clubs.  In  order  to  enable  the  boys’  holiday 
scheme  to  be  carried  through,  the  Lord  Mayor  very  generously 
decided  to  devote  the  sum  of  £100  from  the  unexpended  balance  of 
the  grant  made  to  him  by  the  City  Council  for  the  celebration  of 
the  Royal  Jubilee.  By  this  means  it  was  possible  for  three  parties 
of  boys  (128  in  all)  to  enjoy  a  week’s  holiday  in  camp,  by 
arrangement  with  the  First  Liverpool  Boy  Scouts’  Association,  who 
allowed  the  use  of  their  Arkwood  Camp  Grounds  at  Delamere 
Forest.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  holidays  were  the  means  of 
benefiting  a  number  of  boys  and  girls  who  would  not  otherwise 
have  had  a  holiday  at  all.  Many  of  the  juveniles  who  participated 
in  the  scheme  had  been  out  of  work  for  considerable  periods,  and 
were  much  discouraged  and  disheartened  in  their  search  for  work. 
But  the  change  of  air  and  environment,  as  well  as  the  contacts 
formed  with  the  teachers  who  accompanied  the  parties,  helped 
materially,  not  only  in  renewing  physical  vigour,  but  in  fostering 
the  healthy  mental  outlook  jand  morale  so  often  impaired  by 
lengthy  periods  of  unemployment. 

109.  The  system  of  industrial  supervision  by  means  of  After- 
bare  Committees  continued  and  the  increased  number  of  placings 
resulted  in  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  invitations 
issued  to  attend  one  of  the  “  Open  ”  Evenings  held  weekly. 
During  the  year  1,943  boys  and  1,483  girls  (a  total  of  3,425) 
voluntarily  attended  for  interview;  and  3,263  young  people  who, 
for  various  reasons,  were  prevented  from  attending  the  meetings, 
wrote  expressing  their  inability  to  be  present,  but  replying  as  to 
their  progress  in  employment.  Thus  no  fewer  than  6,689  of 
10,175  juveniles  responded  to  the  enquiry  addressed  to  them  and 
of  these  only  313  appeared  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  nature  or 
doubtful  as  to  the  prospects  of  their  employment,  and  where 
necessary,  steps  were  taken  to  render  them  further  assistance. 
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110.  The  Ministry  of  Labour  have  continued  tbeir  financial 
support  for  the  training  of  boys  at  the  Williamson  Hostel,  pre¬ 
paratory  to  entering  upon  Farm  work.  Applicants  for  admission 
to  the  H  os  tel  are  carefully  selected,  and  before  admission  are 
required  to  pass  a  medical  examination,  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer,  as  to  their  physical  fitness  for  farm  employment.  During1 
the  year  42  boys  satisfactorily  completed  the  (course  after  an 
average  period  of  eleven  weeks  in  the  Hostel,  and  29  of  these  boys 
have  remained  in  agricultural  employment,  and  would  now  appear 
to  have  settled  down  to  farm  work.  Of  the  13  bovs  who  returned 

i 

to  Liverpool  it  can  generally  be  stated  that  they  stayed  in  their 
new  employment  for  a  fair  period.  The  time  subsequently  in  farm 
employment  was  of  great  benefit  to  their  health,  physique  and 
outlook,  and  unquestionably  assisted  the  majority  of  (them  to 
secure  work  more  readily  in  other  forms  of  employment. 

111.  From  the  foregoing  paragraphs  it  will  be  apparent  that 
there  is  no  lack  of  co-operation  between  the  Juvenile  Bureau  and 
the  School  Medical  Department.  Juveniles  and  their  parents  are, 
in  almost  every  instance,  greatly  appreciative  of  the  facilities 
afforded  by  the  Medical  Service,  and  not  a  few  have  been  assisted 
to  improved  health  and  physique  by  carrying  out  the  advice 
tendered,  and  as  a  result  are  happier  and  more  contented  workers 
than  they  would  otherwise  have  been. 


HIGHER  SCHOOLS, 

112.  The  schemes  for  the  medical  inspection  and  treatment  of 
pupils  attending  the  Higher  Schools  remain  unaltered. 

The  number  of  schools  visited  during  ihe  year  was  20,  and  the 
numbers  of  medical  inspections  carried  out  were  as  follows  : _ 

Routine  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,955 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,723 

Special  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  3Q6 

The  proportion  of  routine  cases  requiring  treatment  was  9.2 
per  cent.,  a  slight  decrease  over  that,  of  the  preceding  year. 
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The  general  standard  of  health  of  tlie  pupils  is  higher  than  that 
of  the  public  elementary  school  children ;  the  pupils  are  more 
sensibly  clothed,  and  the  organised  games  and  gymnastic  exercises 
have  a  decided  effect  on  their  well-being. 

The  most  common  defects  were  those  of  eyesight,  carious  teeth, 
flat  feet  and  other  postural  defects. 

Detects  of  eyesight  appear  to  be  comparatively  more  numerous 
than  in  the  case  of  the  elementary  schools,  but  this  is  largely  due 
to  the  higher  standard  of  vision  adopted  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  eyes  of  the  pupils  in  the  higher  schools  have  to  be  used  for  a 
much  longer  period  for  close  work.  There  is  less  difficulty  in 
getting  pupils  attending  the  higher  schools  to  wear  their  glasses 
regularly,  though  there  are  many  who,  but  for  the  co-operation 
of  the  teachers,  would  not  wear  them. 

The  necessity  for  early  treatment  of  dental  defects  is  generally 
more  readily  appreciated  by  the  parents,  and  some  of  the  pupils 
pay  regular  visits  to  their  dentists  and  many  others  are  promptly 
taken  as  the  result  of  the  school  medical  officer's  recommenda¬ 
tions. 

In  certain  of  the  schools  the  head  teachers  do  a  good  deal  of 

following-up  5 ’  between  one  inspection  and  the  next,  with 
excellent  results. 

Late  hours  are  still  too  common  and  are  responsible  for  lack 
of  vitality  and  muscular  tone,  and  help  to  bring  about  bad  posture, 
lack  of  ability  to  concentrate,  nervous  irritability,  etc.  It  is  not 
uncommon  to  find  pupils  sufferings  from  fatigue,  the  result  of 
late  hours,  the  alleged  excuse  being  that  they  are  working  for 
examinations. 

In  the  past  the  posture  of  many  of  the  pupils  in  the  schools 
was  bad,  but  has  now  considerably  improved,  more  especially  in 
the  Girls’  Schools,  in  most  of  which  remedial  exercises  for  minor 
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degrees  of  flat  foot,  postural  curvature,  etc.,  are  given  by  the 
gymnastic  mistresses  when  recommended  by  the  school  medical 
officers. 

Hot  dinners  can  be  obtained  at  the  schools  and  should  be  even 
more  fully  taken  advantage  of  than  they  are  by  those  who  do  not 
go  home  for  a  mid-day  meal.  The  period  that  otherwise  elapses 
between  breakfast  and  the  next  large  meal  in  the  evening  is  too 
long;  and,  moreover,  a  late  meal  is  not  conducive  to  a  proper 
application  to  homework. 

Hie  heights  and  weights  of  pupils  due  for  routine  inspection 
have  been  recorded  by  the  gymnastic  instructor,  where  there  is 
such  an  official,  and  m  other  cases  by  (he  school  medical  officers. 

The  following  table  shows  the  result  in  pounds  and  inches, 
respectively : — 


Table  14, 


Age. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Number 

examined. 

Height. 

Weight. 

Number 

examined. 

Height. 

Weight. 

8 

15 

50-6 

59*7 

35 

49-9 

56-6 

9 

19 

53- 1 

62-7 

32 

52-5 

64-9 

10 

31 

54-6 

68-1 

33 

54-7 

72-2 

11 

289 

561 

74-3 

189 

55-8 

84-7 

12 

472 

57-7 

81-2 

358 

59-0 

89-1 

13 

664 

59-6 

89-2 

376 

61-1 

1000 

14 

904 

62-1 

100-9 

361 

62-4 

107-8 

15 

751 

64-7 

112-0 

346 

63-3 

1140 

The  following  Table  which  gives  a  comparison  of  the  heights 
and  weights  for  1935  with  those  of  pupils  of  similar  ages  in  1925 
and  1930  shows  a  general  all-round  improvement: _ 
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Table  15. 


Age. 

Bo 

YS. 

Gi 

RLS. 

1 

leights 

• 

A 

Y  eights 

Heights. 

Weights 

1925. 

1930. 

1935. 

1925. 

1930. 

1935. 

1925. 

1930. 

1935. 

1925. 

1930. 

1935. 

11 

55-8 

55-3 

56-1 

71-0 

72-4 

74-3 

55-8 

55-6 

55-8 

74-7 

73-9 

84-7 

12 

57-0 

57-2 

57-7 

75-9 

77-9 

81-2 

57-6 

57-7 

59-0 

81-8 

84-6 

89-1 

13 

57-9 

59-1 

59-6 

83-7 

86-6 

89-2 

60-7 

59-8 

611 

89-3 

94-3 

100-0 

14 

605 

614 

62-1 

93-8 

99-2 

100-9 

60-9 

61-4 

62-4 

102-8 

103-5 

107-8 

15 

63-4 

63-9 

64-7 

105-5 

1101 

112-0 

62-3 

62-5 

63-3 

107-2 

110  7 

114  0 

W.  M.  FRAZER, 

Medical  Officer  to  the 

Ed  u  cation  A  u  t  hority . 
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APPENDIX  A . 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS, 


TABLE  S. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


A  — Routine  Medical  Inspeciions, 

Numbbr  of  Cods  Group  Inspections: — 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 


13,670 

12,307 

11,481 


Total 


37,464 


Number  of  Other  Routine  Inspections: — 

Public  Elementary  Schools 
Special  Schools  ... 

Nursery  School  ... 


272 

460 

216 


B.— Other  Inspections. 

i.  Public  Elementary  Schools 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re  inspections 

Total 


...  17,823 

...  63,741 

...  *81,564 


ii.  Special  Schools: — 


Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re-inspections 


150 

1,379 


Total 

*  Not  including  children  examined  at  Minor  Ailments  Clinics. 


*1,529 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS, 
TABLE  1,— Continued, 


C.  —  Number  of  Individual  Children  found  at  Routine  Medical  Inspections, 
to  require  treatment  (excluding  Uncleanlmess  and  Dental  Diseases). 


Group. 

(1) 

Number  of  Children 

Percentage  of 
children  requiring 
treatment. 

(4) 

Inspected. 

(2) 

Requiring 

treatment. 

(3) 

Cods  Groups  : 

Entrants 

13,676 

2,468 

180 

Second  age  group 

12,307 

2,234 

18  2 

Third  age  group 

11,481 

1,834 

160 

Total  (Code  Groups) 

37,4G1 

6,636 

17.4 

Other  routine  inspections 

272 

78 

28-7 

79 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  SI. 

^eturn  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  5935, 


Defect  or  Disease. 


(1) 


Skin  — 

Ringworm  — 

Scalp 

♦Body 

Scabies 

♦Impetigo 

♦Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuberoulous). 

Eye — 

♦Blepharitis 

-*■  *  •  ‘  •««  »  ®  «■ 

♦Conjunctivitis 
♦Keratitis 
♦Corneal  Ulcer... 

Corneal  Opacities 

Defective  Vision  (excluding  Squint) 
Squint... 

Other  Conditions 

Ear — 

Defective  Hearing 
Otitis  Media  ... 

***  •  •  • 

Other  Ear  Diseases  ... 

Nc-se  and  Throat — 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  only  . 

Adenoids  only 

Chronic  I  onsillitis  and  Adenoids  ... 
Other  Conditions 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 
Tuberculous)  ... 

Defective  Speech 


Routine 

Inspections. 

Special 

Inspections. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

Requiring 

observa- 

Requiring 

observa- 

Treat- 

tion, 

Treat- 

tion, 

ment. 

but  not 
requiring 
Treat¬ 
ment. 

ment. 

but  not 
requiring 
Treat¬ 
ment. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(6) 

63 

2 

4 

.... 

20 

851 

— 

46 

— 

68 

- 

128 

no 

76 

43 

162 

213 

101 

58 

74 

31 

89 

33 

5 

— 

3 

12 

— 

17 

_ _ , 

— 

8 

— 

3 

1,301 

2,501 

2,789 

601 

746 

1,033 

1,666 

97 

10 

62 

23 

22 

57 

243 

40 

86 

263 

194 

94 

45 

57 

79 

58 

22 

425 

2,777 

364 

252 

68 

106 

41 

28 

237 

529 

186 

90 

846 

306 

210 

82 

12 

209 

7 

56 

58 

400 

47 

146 

Exclusive  of  children  examined  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics, 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 
TABLE  — Continued. 


Routine 

Inspections. 

Special 

Inspections. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of  Defects. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(1) 

Requiring 

Treat¬ 

ment. 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa¬ 
tion, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treat¬ 
ment. 

(3) 

Requiring 

Treat¬ 

ment. 

<U 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa¬ 
tion, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treat¬ 
ment. 

(6) 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

Heart  Disease  — 

Organic  ... 

1 

113 

27 

105 

Functional 

7 

750 

16 

145 

Anaemia 

129 

267 

89 

69 

Lungs — 

327 

Bronchitis 

1,037 

195 

142 

Other  Non-Tuberoulous  Diseases  ... 

— 

9 

10 

19 

§Tureroulosis  — 

Pulmonary — 

Definite  ... 

6 

1 

Suspected 

1 

— 

8 

— 

Non- Pulmonary- 
Glands 

G 

44 

8 

39 

Bones  and  Joints 

— 

26 

5 

8 

Skin 

— . 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Forms 

3 

43 

9 

19 

Nervous  System — 

Epilepsy 

9 

50 

13 

13 

Oho  rest . .  •  •••  •••  ••• 

65 

— 

134 

— 

Other  Conditions 

81 

172 

47 

60 

Deformities — 

Rickets 

34 

80 

17 

11 

Spinal  Curvature 

25 

13 

7 

4 

Other  Forms  ... 

64 

86 

36 

22 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

2,340 

3,135 

1,887 

1,353 

Total  Defects 

7,621 

14,627 

9,318 

3,675 

§  Under  the  heading  “Tuberculosis”  most  of  the  oases  in  columns  (3)  and  (5)  ate 
cases  in  which  the  disease  is  quiescent  but  is  not  yet  considered  cured. 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 
TABLE  II, — Continued. 


B.  Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during  the  year 

in  the  Routine  Age  Groups. 


Age-groups. 

Number  of 

Children 

Inspected. 

1 

(Exce 

V. 

llent). 

B. 

(Normal). 

( 

m 

subnc 

"4 

>htly 

>rmal). 

B. 

(Bad). 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Entrants 

1,383 

54 

39 

1,144 

82-7 

163 

11-8 

22 

1-6 

Second  Age-group 

1,311 

138 

10-5 

1,032 

78*7 

126 

9-6 

15 

1-2 

Third  Age-group 

1,466 

225 

153 

1,055 

72-0 

171 

11-7 

15 

1-0 

Total  for  14 
Schools  only  . . . 

4,160 

417 

10  T 

3,231 

77-6 

460 

111 

52 

1-2 

Total  for  City 
as  a  whole 

36,927 

3,402 

9-2 

29,291 

79-3 

3,725 

10T 

509 

1-4 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS, 


TABLE  SIS. 


Numerical  Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area 

at  the  end  of  1935. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Totai 

(i)  Suitable  f  0  r 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind  ... 

20 

8 

28 

training  in  a 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

- — - 

— 

BLIND 

School  for  the 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

1 

— 

1 

totally  blind. 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Totals  . 

24 

10 

34 

(ii)  Suitable  for 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind 

— 

— 

— 

training  in  a 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Partially  Blind... 

56 

53 

109 

PARTIALLY 

School  for  the 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

18 

13 

31 

BLIND 

partially  blind. 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Totals  . 

76 

66 

142 

(i)  Suitable  f  0  r 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf 

44(3)* 

39(3)* 

83(6)1 

training  in  a 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

3 

3 

DEAF 

School  for  the 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

- — 

— 

— 

totally  deaf  or 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

■ — 

3 

3 

deaf  and  dumb. 

— - - 

Totals  . 

44 

45 

89 

(ii)  Suitable  for 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf 

10 

12 

90 

training  in  a 

At  Certified  Schools  for  the  Partially  Deaf... 

— 

— 

— 

PARTIALLY 

School  for  the 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

17 

16 

33 

DEAF 

partially  deaf. 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

- — - 

— 

- — 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

— 

— 

- - 

Totals  . 

27 

28 

55 

At  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally  Defective 

Children 

415 

274 

689 

MENTALLY 

Feeble-minded 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools  ...  f 

24(14) 

1d8(9) 

f42(23 

DEFECTIVE 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

tl3(3) 

7 

t20(3 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

|22(4) 

1 1 5(4) 

t37(8 

Totals  . 

474 

314 

788 

At  Certified  Special  Schools... 

17 

12 

29 

Suffering  from 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

1 

1 

2 

EPILEPTICS 

severe  epilepsy. 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

• — 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

10 

14 

24 

Totals  . 

28 

27 

55 

Pulmonary  tuber- 

culosis  requiring 

At  Certified  Special  Schools  ... 

42 

23 

65 

PHYSICALLY 

treatment  (in- 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

- — 

— ■ 

— - 

defective 

eluding  pleura 

At  other  Institutions  ... 

3 

9 

12 

and  intrathor- 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

11 

9 

20 

acic  glands) 

Totals  . 

56 

41 

97 

*  The  numbers  in  brackets  refer  to  children  under  5  years  of  age.  These  figures  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  totals. 


t  The  numbers  in  brackets  refer  to  cases  not  yet  examined  by  the  Certifying  Medical 
Officer.  These  figures  are  included  in  the  totals. 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 
TA B  L E  H  I — continued. 


PHYSICALLY 

DEFECTIVE 

(continued). 


Non  -  pulmonary  j  At  Certified  Special  Schools  ... 
tuberculosis  (all  At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
lorms)  |  At  other  Institutions  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . 

Totals 


Delicate  Children, 
i.e.,  all  children 
(except  those  in¬ 
cluded  in  other 
groups)  whose 
general  health 
renders  it  desir¬ 
able  that  they 
should  be 
specially  selected 
for  admission  to 
an  Open  Air 
School. 


Crippled  Children 
(other  than  those 
with  active 
tuberculous 
disease)  who  are 
suffering  from  a 
degree  of 
crippling  suffi¬ 
ciently  sever©  to 
interfere  materi¬ 
ally  with  a 
child’s  normal 
mode  of  life. 


Children  with  heart 
disease,  i.e., 
children  whose 
defect  is  so 
severe  as  to  ne¬ 
cessitate  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  educa¬ 
tional  facilities 
other  than  those 
of  the  public  ele¬ 
mentary  school. 


At  Certified  Special  Schools  ... 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 


Totals 


At  Certified  Special  Schools  ... 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 


Totals 


At  Certified  Special  Schools  .. 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 


Totals 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

47 

38 

85 

. 

3 

1 

4 

. 

33 

19 

52 

23 

30 

53 

10  G 

88 

194 

179 

199 

378 

•  . 

127 

129 

256 

,  . 

3 

1 

4 

19 

40 

59 

328 

369 

697 

196 

112 

308 

. 

6 

7 

13 

, 

10 

5 

15 

41 

22 

63 

• 

253 

146 

399 

85 

83 

168 

. 

6 

3 

9 

, 

3 

3 

6 

2-1 

47 

68 

115 

136 

251 

84 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  18  i — continued. 


CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  MULTIPLE  DEFECTS  AND  THE  TYPE  OF  SCHOOL,  IF  ANY, 

ATTENDED. 


Combination  of  Defects. 

School  attended,  etc. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Total  Blindness  and  Mental  Defect 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Total  Blindness  and  Epilepsy  ... 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Mental  Defect  and  Epilepsy 

At  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally  Defective 
Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

At  Other  Institutions... 

3 

— 

3 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Mental  Defect  and  Crippling 

At  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally  Defective 
Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6 

6 

12 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Mental  Defect  and  Heart  Disease... 

At  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally  Defective 
Children 

2 

5 

7 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Epilepsy  and  Crippling  . 

At  Certified  Day  Special  Schools 

1 

1 

At  no  School  or  Institution  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Crippling  and  Heart  Disease 

At  Certified  Day  Special  School  ... 

■ — 

1 

1 

Totals 

19 

17 

36 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  IV, 

Return  of  Defects  treated  duiing  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1935. 


TREATMENT  TABLE 


Group  1.  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Group  VI). 


Disease  or  Defect 

(1) 


(2)  Other  Treatment  .. 


Ringworm — Body 
Soabies  ... 
Impetigo... 

Other  Skin  disease 


Minor  Eye  Defects — 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II) . 

Minor  Ear  Defects  . 

Miscellaneous — 

(e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.) 


Total 


Under  the 

Authority’s 

Otherwise. 

Scheme. 

(2) 

(3) 

Skin — 

Ringworm— Seal p—(l)  X  Ray  Treatment  ... 


*Number  of  Defects  treated,  or 
under  treatment  during  the  year. 


25 

188 

412 

1,915 

1,419 


3,752 

3,069 

21,777 


32,557 


80 

2 

605 

22 

88 


102 

159 

34 


1,092 


Total. 

(4) 


105 

190 

1,017 

1,937 

1,507 


3,854 

3,228 

21,811 


33,649 


*  The  numbers  in  Group  I  of  this  Table  refer  almost  wholly  to  children  treated  at 
the  Committee’s  Clinics.  No  reliable  information  is  obtainable  as  to  the 
number  of  oases  treated  elsewhere. 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

G'oup  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 

treated  as  Minor  Ailments,  Group  I). 


Number  of  Defects 

DEALT  with. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private 
practitioner 
or  at  hospital, 
apart  from 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(3) 

Other¬ 

wise. 

(4) 

Total. 

(5) 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint) 
New  Cases 

2,823 

114 

20 

2,957 

Re-examinations 

2,611 

25 

8 

2,644 

Total... 

5,434 

139 

28 

5,60  1 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the  eyes 
(excluding  those  recorded  in  Group  I) 

32 

37 

— 

69 

Total .  . 

5,466 

176 

28 

5,670 

Total  number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were  prescribed: 

(a)  Under  the  Authority's  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,636 

(b)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  .  .  .  .  „  ...  ...  155 

Total  number  of  Children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles  : 

4,597 
154 


(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

(b)  Otherwise 


«  •  « 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  t  hroat. 


Number 

of  Defec 

TS. 

Received  Operative  The. 

4TMENT. 

By  private 

Under  the 

practitioner 

Received 

Authority’s 

or  Hospital, 

other 

Total 

Scheme,  in 

apart 

Total. 

forms  of 

number 

Clinic  or 

from  the 

treatment. 

treated . 

Hospital. 

Authority’s 

Scheme. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Tonsils  only 

797 

87 

884 

7 

891 

Adenoids  only 

107 

14 

121 

— - 

121 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

313 

31 

344 

- — - 

344 

Mouth  Breathing  ... 

— 

— 

— 

20 

20 

Total  . 

1,217 

132 

1,349 

27 

1,376 

Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


• 

Under 

the  Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education. 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education. 

Non- 

residential 
treatment 
at  an 
Ortho¬ 
paedic 
Clinic. 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education. 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education. 

Non- 

Residential 
treatment 
at  an 
Ortho¬ 
paedic 
Clinic. 

Total 

Number 

Treated. 

\  Number  of 

children  treated 

— : - 

— 

- — 

510 

17 

47 

54 

575 

88 


ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


(1)  Number  of  Children 
(a)  Inspected  :  — 


Group  V. — Dental  Defects. 


Aaed 


Routine  Age  Groups 


Specials 


6  ... 

8,389 

7  ... 

8,059 

8  ... 

8,054 

9  ... 

8,037 

10  ... 

8,106 

11  ... 

7,679 

12  ... 

7,235 

13  ... 

7,271 

14  ... 

775^ 

Grand 

Total 

-  Total 


(b)  Found  to  require  treatment 

(c)  Actually  treated 

( d )  Retreated  during  the  year  as  the  result  of  periodical  examination 


(2)  Half -days  devoted  to 


f Inspection  ...  378^1 


Treatment  ...  2,437  J 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

f  Permanent  Teeth  ...  5,848'] 

(4  Fillings  <  y 

t  Temporary  Teeth  ...  —  J 

f  Permanent  Teeth  15,555 
(5)  Extractions  < 

i.  Temporary  Teeth  46,802 

(0)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions  ... 

f  Permanent  Teeth  ...  1,607 
(71  Other  operations  < 

t  Temporary  Teeth  ...  — 


Total 


Total 


Total 


Total 


63,604 

2,809 

66,413 

54,670 

19,181 

8,237 

2,815 

33,719 

5,848 

62,357 

21,994 

1,607 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


Group  VI. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions, 

(1)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the  School 

Nurses  . .  . 

(2)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  ohildren  in  the  Schools  by  Sohool 

Nurses 

(3  Number  of  individual  ohildren  found  unclean  ... 

(4)  Number  of  ohildren  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the  Local 

Education  Authority,  viz.  : — 

Under  Statutory  Notices  ... 

*  Voluntarily 

(5)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921 

( b )  Under  Sohool  Attendance  Byelaws  ... 

(c)  Under  Liverpool  Corporation  Act,  1921  : 

Informations 

Discharged  with  a  caution 


459 

236,963 

13,325 

305 

43,651 


*  In  addition  to  this  number,  which  represents  more  than  one  attendance  of  certain 
children,  and  not  individual  children,  7,352  other  children  also  attended  the 
Cleansing  Station,  for  Spray  or  Slipper  Baths,  on  their  own  initiative. 
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higher  schools, 

TABLE  II, 

A.  Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year 

ended  3 1st  December,  1935. 


Routine  Special 

Inspections.  Inspections. 


Number 

of  Defects. 

Number 

of  Defe  t» 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(1) 

Requiring 

Treat¬ 

ment. 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa¬ 
tion, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treat¬ 
ment 
(3) 

Requiring 

Treat¬ 

ment. 

(4) 

1 

Requiring 
to  be  kepi 
under 
observa¬ 
tion, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treat¬ 
ment, 

(5) 

Skin — 

Ringworm  — 

Soalp 

— 

_ 

_ 

Body 

1 

_ _ 

.  .  _ 

Soabi©3 

_ 

. 

Impetigo 

k — 

_ 

—  ,  . 

Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuberoulous)  . . 

6 

33 

— 

1 

Eye — 

Blepharitis 

o 

Li 

11 

_ 

Conjunctivitis 

3 

9 

1 

_ 

Keratitis 

- 

Corneal  Ulcers 

_ 

Corneal  Opacities 

_ 

_ _ _ 

_ _ 

Defective  Vision  (excluding  Squint) 

349 

1  .365 

107 

17 

Squint 

20 

82 

16 

_ _ _ 

Other  Conditions 

— 

7 

— 

Ear — 

Defective  Hearing 

11 

66 

1 

3 

Otitis  Media  ... 

6 

76 

1 

Other  Ear  Diseases  ... 

3 

12 

2 

9 

Nose  and  Throat — 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

6 

290 

_ 

6 

Adenoids  only 

3 

7 

_  _  _ 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

2 

43 

1 

Other  Conditions 

37 

87 

— 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 

Tuberculous)... 

1 

29 

— 

1 

Defective  Speech 

6 

81 

__ 

1 
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HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 


TABLE  II.— Continued. 


Routine 

Inspections. 

Special 

Inspections 

Number 

of  Defects. 

Number 

of  Defects. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(1) 

Requiring 

Treat¬ 

ment. 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observa¬ 
tion, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treat¬ 
ment. 

(3) 

Requiring 

Treat¬ 

ment. 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 
observe 
tion, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treat¬ 
ment. 

(5) 

Heart  and  Circulation  — 

Heart  Disease — 

Organic  ... 

47 

Functional 

4 

189 

— 

8 

Anaemia 

4 

73 

* - 

1 

Lungs — 

1 

Bronohitis 

2 

45 

1 

Other  Non -Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

5 

— 

■ 

*Tuberoulosis — 

Pulmonary — 

Definite  ... 

4 

Suspected 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Glands  ... 

. 

8 

— 

Bones  and  Joints 

— 

3 

— 

■ - 

Skin 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Other  Forms 

' - 

2 

— 

Nervous  System — 

Epilepsy 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Chorea... 

1 

— 

— 

Other  Conditions 

1 

21 

— 

— 

Deformities — 

Rickets 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Spinal  Curvature 

9 

42 

— 

1 

Other  Forms  ... 

17 

62 

1 

1 

Flat  Feet 

78 

260 

5 

2 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

124 

730 

20 

35 

Total  Defects  . 

696 

3,692 

155 

81 

*  Under  the  heading  of  Tuberculosis  most  ot  the  cases  in  column  (8)  and  (5)  are  cases 
in  which  the  disease  is  quiescent  but  not  yet  considered  cured. 
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HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  II —Continued. 

B. — Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  inspected  during  the  year 

at  the  routine  Examinations. 


Age -group. 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A. 

(Excellent) 

1 

(Noi 

3. 

■mal) 

C. 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D. 

(Bad) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

Jo 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

JO 

Routine  ... 

6,955 

1,419 

20-40 

5,289 

76-04 

230 

3*31 

17 

•25 

TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended  3 1st  December,  1935. 


TREATMENT  TABLE. 

Group  I.— Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness). 


Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Sjsln — 

Ringworm — Scalp  (1)  X  Ray  Treatment... 

_ 

1 

1 

Other  Skin  Diseases  ... 

— 

7 

7 

Minoe  Eye  Defects  . . 

(External  and  others,  but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II) 

— 

15 

15 

Minor  Ear  Defects  . 

2 

20 

22 

Miscellaneous  (e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises, 
sores,  chilblains,  etc.)  ... 

1 

16 

17 

Totai _ 

3 

59 

62 
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HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 

Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 

treated  as  Minor  Ailments  Group  I). 


Number  of  Defects  Dealt  With 


1 

Disease  or  Defect 

(D 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

(2) 

Submitted 

to 

refraction 
by  private 
practitioner 
or  at 
Hospital, 
apart  from 
the 

Authority’s 

Scheme 

(3) 

Other¬ 

wise 

(4) 

Total 

(5) 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(including  Squint). 

New  Cases  . 

83 

57 

56 

196 

Re  examination 

Cases  . 

221 

77 

79 

377 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 
eluding  those  recorded 

of  the  eyes  (ex¬ 
in  Group  I) . 

2 

2 

Totai  . . . 

304 

u  -u 

136 

135 

575 

Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed: — 

( a )  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  251 

( b )  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  267 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles:— 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  249 

(b)  Otherwise  ...  . .  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  267 
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higher  schools. 


Group  III. —  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Received  Operative  Treatment 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme,  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital 

(0 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital, 
apart  from 
the 

Authority's 

Scheme 

(2) 

Total 

(3) 

Received 
other  Forms 
ot 

Treatment 

(4) 

Tonsils  only  . . . 

5 

7 

12 

Adenoids  only  . 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Other  defects  of  nose  and 

throat . . 

1 

1 

Mouth  Breathing . 

— 

4 

Total  . . 

5 

9 

14 

4 

Total 
num  her 
treated 


(5) 


12 


1 

1 

4 

18 


Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


Under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total 

Number 

Treated. 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education. 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education. 

Non- 

Residential 
treatment 
at  an 
Ortho¬ 
paedic 
Clinic. 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education. 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education. 

Non- 

Residential 
treatment 
at  an 
Ortho¬ 
paedic 
Clinic. 

Number  of 
children  treated 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

8 

14 
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APPENDIX  C 


List  of  School  Clinics  shewing  the  treatment  earned  out. 


Treatme 

NT  CARRIED 

OUT. 

Aural. 

Cleansing. 

Defective 

Vision. 

Dental. 

Minor 

Ailments. 

Ortho¬ 

paedic. 

Tonsils 

and 

Adenoid; 

Addison  Street 

... 

... 

... 

X 

... 

... 

Clifton  Street 

... 

X 

X 

X 

X 

... 

Dental  Hospital  ... 

... 

... 

... 

X 

... 

... 

Dingle  House 

... 

... 

... 

... 

X 

Eldon  Place 

X 

... 

... 

... 

Erskine  Street 

... 

... 

... 

... 

X 

... 

Everton  Road 

N 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Net  her  field  Roacl... 

... 

... 

... 

X 

... 

Norris  Green 

N 

X 

X 

X 

X 

... 

North  Corporation 

N 

... 

X 

X 

... 

North  Dispensary 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

X 

Northumberland  Street  ... 

... 

... 

X 

X 

... 

... 

Old  Swan  ... 

... 

... 

... 

X 

... 

... 

Smithdown  Lane 

... 

X 

... 

... 

... 

... 

South  Dispensary 

X 

... 

... 

... 

... 

St.  Dunstan’s, 

Fearnside  Street. 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

. . . 

X 

. . . 

.  . . 

33,  Walton  Road... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

X 

... 

Westminster  Road 

... 

... 

... 

... 

X 

... 

... 

— 

APPENDIX  D, 
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LIVERPOOL  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT  BY  THE  INSPECTOR  OF  PHYSICAL 
TRAINING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1935. 

In  (presenting  this,  the  sixteenth  annual  report  on  physical 
training  in  the  schools  of  Liverpool,  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that 
the  teachers  have  maintained  their  interest  and  enthusiasm  for  the 
physical  welfare  of  their  children  throughout  the  year,  and  that 
further  expansion  has  been  made  in  the  recreational  activities  con¬ 
ducted  after  school  hours,  viz.,  active  games,  athletics,  swimming, 
camping. 

The  facilities  for  physical  exercise,  organised  games  and 
swimming  instruction  in  the  schools,  vary  very  widely  in  extent  and 
value.  While  the  schools  which  have  been  erected  in  recent  years 
have  halls  fitted  with  gymnastic  equipment,  large  playgrounds,  and 
(in  some  cases)  playing  fields,  the  majority  of  the  older  schools  in 
congested  areas  have  inadequate  accommodation  for  the  rational 
development  of  physical  training.  It  must  be  stated,  however,  that 
some  of  the  best  efforts  and  results  in  teaching  physical  exercises 
are  seen  in  schools  where  conditions  are  far  from  ideal;  this  is  a 
tribute  to  the  skill  and  energy  of  the  teachers. 

The  majority  of  school  departments  with  scholars  over  11  years 
of  age  include  organised  games  and  swimming  instruction  in  their 
schemes  of  work,  in  addition  to  the  exercises  set  out  in  progressive 
form  in  the  Board  of  Education’s  Syllabuses.  The  boys  and  girls 
share  the  enthusiasm  of  their  teachers  for  physical  activities,  and 
the  spirit  of  “  playing  the  game  ”  for  your  side,  of  “  not  playing 
foul  ”,  and  of  “  going  all  out  ”  is  encouraged. 

The  increasing  numbers  of  teaching  staffs  who  organise  their  own 
individual  school  athletic  sports,  school  swimming  galas,  and  school 
camps,  show  that  efforts  are  being  made  to  promote  the  healthy 
and  active  efficiency  of  all,  and  not  that  of  a  specialised  few. 
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The  following  summary  is  of  interest :  — 


Average 

time 

weekly, 

devoted 

to 

Syllabus 

Work. 

No.  of 
depart¬ 
ments 
included  in 

Free 

Transport 

to  Playing 
Fields. 

No.  of 
depart¬ 
ments 
organising 
individual 
School 
Sports. 

I  No.  of 
depart¬ 
ments 
organising 
individual 
School 
Swimming 
Galas. 

No.  of 
depart¬ 
ments 
organising 

School 

Camps. 

No.  of 
scholars 
able  to 
swim  at  least 

25  yards. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Council 

Schools 

88*4  mins. 

26 

66 

77 

71 

5,038 

3,311 

Church  of 
England 
Schools 

84  2  mins. 

14 

18 

18 

21 

1,530 

1,034 

Roman 

Catholic  and 
other 

Schools 
(including 
Methodist 
and  Hebrew) 

89  4  mins. 

35 

14 

11 

32 

2,654 

1,044 

Totals  ... 

• — 

75 

98 

106 

124 

i 

9,222 

5,389 

The  annual  reports  for  1933  and  1934  contained  full  details  of 
the  acreage  and  positions  of  school  playing  fields,  also  reports  on 
the  supply  of  gymnastic  apparatus  in  senior  schools;  so  these 
subjects  are  not  dealt  with  fully  in  this  report. 

Full  use  has  been  made  of  the  school  playing  fields,  and  of  the 
numerous  open  spaces  allocated  by  the  Parks  and  Gardens  Com¬ 
mittee  for  organised  games,  both  during  and  after  school  hours. 

The  provision  of  portable  gymnastic  apparatus  in  a  large  number 
of  senior  schools  has  been  welcomed  by  teachers  and  pupils,  and 
the  results  fully  justify  the  supply.  It  is  hoped  that,  in  the  near 
future,  as  the  number  of  teachers  qualified  to  use  apparatus 
increases,  and  the  provision  of  gymnastic  facilities  on  school 
premises  becomes  more  general,  it  will  he  possible  for  all  senior 
pupils  to  take  part  in  physical  exercises  with  gymnastic  apparatus. 

Various  activities,  in  connection  with  the  organisation  of  physical 
training,  are  here  outlined,  under  appropriate  headings,  as  in  pre¬ 
vious  reports,  with  details  and  statistics  where  considered  useful :  — 
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School  Camps — Summer  Holidays,  1935. 

Camping  during  ta  portion  of  tlie  midsummer  holidays  has 
become  a  tradition  in  a  large  number  of  the  elementary  schools  of 
Liverpool,  the  present  scheme  having  been  in  existence  for  the  past 
sixteen  years.  During  the  present  year  (1935)  121  school  camps 
have  been  successfully  organised,  and  310  leaders  and  4,458  scholars 
have  obtained  the  benefit  of  at  least  one  week  in  camp. 

A  feature  of  the  scheme  as  carried  out  in  Liverpool  is  that  the 
Education  Committee  do  not  provide  these  camps  and  maintain 
them,  but  give  approval  each  year  for  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  in  assisting  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
respective  camp  leaders.  This  year  the  total  expenditure  on  all 
camps  was  £6,402  3s.  6d.,  towards  which  the  Education  Committee 
contributed  £2,461  10s.  Od.  This  policy  encourages  voluntary 
payments  and  subscriptions  by  parents,  pupils,  managers  and 
teachers,  which  are  necessary  in  order  to  pay  the  expenses  of  con¬ 
veyance,  maintenance,  recreation  and  entertainment. 

The  grants-in-aid  are  paid  only  in  respect  of  camps  organised 
from  elementary  schools,  and  of  children  on  the  rolls  of  such 
schools  selected  by  the  Head  Teachers  on  the  grounds  of  necessity. 
The  grant  is  not  intended  to  aid  camp  parties  conducted  by 
voluntary  organisations. 

The  camp  sites  are  chosen  by  the  teachers,  and  then  submitted 
to  the  Education  Committee  for  approval.  All  camps  are  open  to 
inspection  by  members  and  officials  of  the  Committee  during  the 
period  of  occupation.  The  cost  of  inspection  is  limited  to,  and  must 
not  exceed,  2\  per  cent,  of  the  total  grant-in-aid. 

The  amounts  expended  by  the  Committee  in  grants  during  the 
past  sixteen  years  are  as  follows  ;  — 
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Year. 

Total  grant 
from  L.E.A. 

Number  of 
Camps. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1920 

348 

10 

0 

22 

1921 

210 

0 

0 

10 

1922 

71 

0 

0 

4 

1923 

192 

0 

0 

10 

1924 

483 

10 

0 

24 

1925 

588 

0 

0 

27 

1926 

697 

10 

0 

31 

1927 

1,000 

0 

0 

42 

1928 

1 ,027 

0 

0 

42 

1929 

1,490 

7 

0 

69 

1930 

1 ,628 

9 

0 

66 

1931 

1,655 

10 

0 

79 

1932 

1,651 

1 

0 

86 

1933 

1,757 

1 

0 

102 

1934 

1,873 

15 

0 

115 

1935 

2,461 

10 

0 

121 

When  all  the  alterations  are  taken  into  consideration,  the  follow¬ 


ing  analysis  is  arrived  at:  — 

Expenditure  authorised  by  the  Committee  in  May  last  (as 
against  a  vote  of  £2,500,  it  being  anticipated  that 
there  would  be  some  withdrawals) — 

310  leaders  at  15/-  ...  ...  •••  •  ••  •••  £232  10  0 

4,651  scholars  at  10/-  ...  ...  ...  •••  2,325  10  0 


£ 


S.  d. 


Total  ...  2,558  0  0 

Actual  numbers  attending  camps — 

310  leaders  at  15/-  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  £232  10  0 

4,458  scholars  at  10/ -  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,229  0  0 


Total  ...  2,461  10  0 


Leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of 


£38  10  0 


Reports  from  the  official  visitors  and  the  camp  organisers  have 
been  received  and  filed.  The  teachers  and  leaders  appreciated  the 
kindly  interest  of  The  Lord  Mayor  (Alderman  F.  T.  Richardson), 
Councillors  O.  W.  Bailev,  Mrs.  A.  Mitton  and  G.  IT.  Boothman, 
Mr.  I.  R.  Williams,  Miss  E.  M.  Deane,  Miss  M.  T.  Hallett, 
Miss  H.  K.  F.  Gull,  Messrs.  E.  L.  Russell,  A.  Lucas,  W.  R. 
Irving,  J.  S.  Lock,  S.  Birks  and  A.  E.  Harris  in  paying 
visits  of  inspection  to  various  camps.  The  total  cost  of  camp  inspec- 
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lion  amounted  to  £25  2s.  lOd.  In  the  case  of  three  of  the  more 
distant  camps  (Stratford-on- Avon,  Lowestoft  and  Staithes),  officials 
of  the  Local  Authorities  were  asked  to  pay  visits  of  inspection; 
this  they  kindly  consented  to  do,  and  all  reported  that  the  camps 
were  well-conducted  and  entirely  satisfactory. 

The  camps  were  generally  reported  upon  as  being  well-organised, 
the  sanitary  arrangements  sufficient,  the  food  wholesome  and  ample, 
and  the  various  activities  health-giving  and  educational .  Minor 
criticisms  and  suggestions  contained  in  the  reports  were  passed 
on  to  the  leaders  concerned. 

Members  may  perhaps  be  interested  to  read  the  following  extracts 
from  reports  received  from  Head  Teachers. 

Such  is  the  pull  of  the  open-air  holiday  that  two  boys  were 
“  waiting,  as  the  morning  school  re-opened,  to  pay  money  in 
“  for  the  1936  camp.” 

“  The  boys  were  typical  of  the  type  in  this  school  area- — 
“  harmlessly  mischievous  or  dangerously  well  behaved.” 

“  I  am  forwarding  this  year  a  note  of  appreciation,  signed 
“by  some  of  the  older  boys  who  attended,  so  that  they  may 
realise  that  these  Holidays  and  Camps — unknown  in  our 
time  at  school — don’t  drop  as  manna  from  heaven,  but  are 
“  the  result  of  other  peoples’  interest  in  their  welfare  and 
“happiness,  and  that  they  may  leave  school  with  a  better 
“  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  all  that  is  done,  by  people 
“  outside  their  school,  for  their  better  estate.” 

Organised  Games  in  Public  Parks. 

Midsummer  Holidays,  1935. 

At  the  present  time,  when  the  problems  of  play  leadership  and 
organised  games  are  being  freely  discussed  by  the  general  public, 
it  is  of  interest  to  report  with  some  detail  on  the  scheme  which  has 
been  carried  out  by  the  Education  Committee,  in  co-operation  with 
the  Parks  and  Gardens  Committee,  for  the  past  sixteen  years  in 
certain  Liverpool  parks.  This  scheme  ensures  that  the  poorer 
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class  of  children  can  borrow  and  use  games  material,  and  be  coached 
to  play  games  together  and  also  to  take  part  in  other  organised 
physical  activities. 

During  the  Summer  holidays  of  .1935,  seven  parks  situated  in 
densely-populated  areas  of  the  City  have  each  been  staffed  with 
two  men  and  one  woman  as  play  organisers.  The  leaders  were  on 
duty  from  1-0  to  5-0  p.m.  daily  (Monday  to  Friday)  for  the  five 
weeks  of  the  elementary  school  holidays. 

A  lock-up  hut,  provided  bv  the  Education  Committee,  is  situated 
in  each  park,  and  the  following  items  of  apparatus  were  supplied 
this  year:  Jumping  standards,  netball  posts,  netballs,  rubber  balls, 
cricket  balls,  baseballs,  cricket  bats,  baseball  bats,  cricket  stumps, 
rounder  stumps,  baseball  bases,  ropes  for  skipping  and  tug-of-war, 
boxing  gloves,  wicket-keeping  gloves  and  cricket  pads.  Much  of 
this  apparatus  was  worn  out  during  the  five  weeks,  and  some  balls 
were  lost,  but  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  cases  of  stealing  were 
very  rare. 

Selected  teachers  were  appointed  for  this  work,  and  during  the 
past  three  summers  a  number  of  men  and  women  not  in  regular 
en^loyment  have  also  been  appointed ;  these  latter  have  worked 
successfully  in  co-operation  with  the  teachers,  and  several  of  them 
have  shown  real  aptitude  for  play  leadership. 

The  children  showed  a  preference  for  playing  games  in  which 
items  of  apparatus,  i.e.,  bats,  balls,  ropes,  etc.,  were  used,  but  the 
weekly  sports  meeting  in  each  park  was  the  greatest  attraction  of 
all.  iNumerous  racing  and  agility  items  appeared  in  the  pro¬ 
grammes,  which  also  included  such  novelties  as  wheelbarrow  races, 
toddlers’  races,  bowling  at  stumps,  treasure  hunt,  marathon,  paper- 
chase  and  paper  collecting  competitions.  Interested  spectators 
occasionallv  assisted  the  leaders  in  marshalling  the  children  on 
these  sports  days.  Small  prizes  wTere  provided,  for  which  the 
Education  Committee  approved  the  expenditure  of  5s.  weekly  in 
each  park. 
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ilie  average  daily  attendances  in  the  various  parks  for  the  summer 
holidays  of  1935  have  been:  — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Sefton  Park 

•••  •••  •••  •••  »•»  ••• 

244 

116 

Walton  Hall  Avenue  Recreation  Ground  . 

222 

50 

Princes  Park  . 

328 

230 

Clubmoor  Recreation  Ground  . 

225 

121 

Garston  Recreation  Ground . 

280 

160 

Wavertree  Recreation  Ground  . 

158 

49 

Sheil  Park  . 

242 

149 

1,699 

867 

Total 

...  2,566 

The  number  of  boys  participating  was  double  that  of  the  girls. 
Most  girls  had  household  duties  to  perform  and  had  to  take  care 
of  infants  during  holiday  time,  but  in  several  parks  the  leaders 
arranged  for  the  perambulators  and  babies  to  be  watched  while 
the  girls  played  games. 

The  Supervisors  (selected  Head  Teachers)  report  that  “  It  has 
been  a  pleasure  to  find  the  play  leaders  so  very  much  alive  to 
their  duties  and  responsibilities,  and  to  see  their  desire  to  give  the 
children  a  good  time  in  the  parks 

Evening  Play  Centres.  Winter  Months. 

The  premises  of  15  schools  were  used  regularly  throughout  the 
Winter  Session  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings  from  5-30  to 
7-30  p.m.  Five  centres,  viz.,  Harrington,  Nether  field  Hoad, 
Wellington  Hoad,  St.  Paul’s  C.E.  (Toxteth)  and  Holy  Cross  H.C. 
were  conducted  by  newly- appointed  Superintendents.  These  new 
appointments  were  made  in  order  to  conform  to  the  established 
policy  of  the  Evening  Play  Centres  Sub-Committee,  which  limits 
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to  three  the  number  of  sessions  for  which  a  superintendent  may  hold 
an  appointment. 

Changes  in  staffs  were  also  made  in  appointing  assistants,  and 
several  men  and  women  who  were  not  teachers  (and  in  some  cases 
unemployed)  were  appointed.  The  latter  were  conscientious  and 
worked  successfully  under  the  guidance  of  teachers  with  experience. 

In  order  to  enable  members  of  the  Committee  and  others  inter¬ 
ested  in  children’s  welfare  to  obtain  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of 
the  Winter  Play  Centre  activities,  a  brief  report  on  the  working 
of  each  Centre  is  attached  to  this  report. 

REPORTS  ON  INDIVIDUAL  CENTRES. 

Addison  Street  (Boys  and  Girls).  Staff  :  Mr.  T.  G.  Daley  and  8  Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  429. 

The  chief  interests  of  the  boys  centred  on  boxing  and  gymnastics,  whilst  those 
of  the  girls  lay  in  dancing  and  handwork.  Other  activities  which  held  great  interest 
for  the  boys  were  Art  (painting,  pastel  and  pencil)  and  Beading.  Raffia  work,  Wool 
work  and  paper  flower  making  were  also  popular  with  the  girls. 

Banks  Road  (Boys  and  Girls).  Staff  :  Mr.  T.  Hodge  and  9  Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  523. 

The  girls  had  the  choice  of  painting,  paper  flower  making,  needlework,  handwork, 
crayoning,  drawing,  dancing  and  singing.  The  boys  were  catered  for  by  gymnastics, 
handwork,  painting,  indoor  games,  singing  and  lantern  lectures.  Each  member  of  the 
staff  introduced  endless  variety  in  the  nature  of  competitions,  games,  impromptu 
dramatics,  etc. 

Harrington  Council  (Boys  and  Girls).  Staff  :  Mr.  H.  B.  Bassett  and  10 

Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  662. 

This  Centre  consisted  of  ten  classes  (five  of  boys  and  five  of  girls.  The  girls 
employed  their  time  by  dancing,  painting,  dramatisation,  parlour  games,  raffia  and 
pastel  work,  while  the  boys  were  engaged  in  painting,  drawing,  reading,  boxing  and 
general  activity  games. 

Harrison  Jones  Council  (Boys  and  Girls). 

Staff  :  Mr.  J.  A.  Troilett  and  8  Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  465. 

Girls’  classes  included  painting,  impromptu  concerts,  raffia  work,  needlework, 
knitting,  folk  dancing,  morris  dancing  and  dramatisation,  and  for  the  boys  painting, 
boxing,  gymnastic  games,  fretwork,  cardboard  modelling,  jigsaw  puzzles  and  com 
peiitive  ball  games  were  provided.  Parents  were  invited  to  displays  in  December 
and  March. 
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Holy  Cross  R.C.  (Girls).  Staff  :  Miss  E.  Hill  and  6  Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  345. 

Children  in  the  handwork  class  made  flowers  and  mechanical  toys  of  tinted 
cardboard.  The  Pastel  class  was  devoted  to  the  teaching  of  design.  Folk  and 
Rhythmical  dancing  classes  were  held,  and  the  classes  occasionally  combined  for 
community  singing.  A  short  play  was  prepared,  and  a  fancy-dress  carnival  was  held 
at  the  end  of  the  session. 

Leamington  Road  (Boys).  Staff  :  Mr.  H.  Taylor  and  9  Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  405. 

The  activities  were  as  follow  : — Art  (drawing,  painting,  and  crayon  work)  ; 
Handwork  and  Craft  (lino  cutting,  stencilling,  cardboard  modelling  and  raffia  work)  ; 
Games  and  Sports  (handball,  relay  racing,  ring  tennis,  boxing,  rings,  jigsaw  puzzles). 
A  concert  was  prepared  and  given  at  the  end  of  the  session. 

Leamington  Road  (Girls).  Staff  :  Miss  E.  Wilson  and  8  Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  498. 

The  girls  showed  chief  interest  in  story-acting,  painting,  dancing,  charades, 
paper-flower  making,  raffia  work,  needlework  and  singing.  Entertainments  were 
given  at  the  end  of  each  term,  and  the  items  were  provided  by  the  children  from 
the  dramatisation  and  dancing  classes. 

Penrhyn  Street  (Boys  and  Girls).  Staff  :  Mr.  W.  Swithinbank  and  8  Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  687. 

The  girls  had  four  classes — two  for  dancing  and  two  for  handwork,  the  dancing 
including  English  Folk,  Swedish  and  Ballroom.  Fancy-dress  dances  were  organised 
at  the  end  of  each  term.  The  Handwork  classes  included  raffia  work,  pastel  work, 
and  cutting  out  paper  patterns,  and  also  concluded  with  guessing  competitions,  puzzles 
and  community  singing.  There  were  four  classes  for  boys,  each  including  racing  and 
ball  games  in  the  drill  hall,  guessing  competitions,  puzzles,  rings,  reading  and  drawing. 

St.  James’  Council  (Boys  and  Girls).  Staff  :  Mr.  T>.  Snowdon  and  8  Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  413. 

There  were  four  classes  in  the  Boys’  section — Handwork  (woodwork,  ranging 
from  simple  cutting-out  of  toys  with  a  knife  to  advanced  models),  Painting,  and  two 
Games  classes.  The  latter  included  rings,  dominoes,  puzzles  and  midget  golf,  and 
in  one  group  boxing.  The  girls  took  part  in  Country  and  Ballroom  dancing,  painting, 
sewing,  embroidery  and  raffia  work. 

St.  Sylvester’s  R.C.  (Boys  and  Girls).  Staff  :  Mr.  J.  Doyle  and  10  Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  707. 

The  Boys’  section  was  devoted  to  the  following  five  classes  : — Boys’  choir. 
Drawing  and  colour  work,  Modelling  in  cardboard  and  indoor  games,  Construction 
of  Meccano  models,  and  indoor  games,  and  Boxing  and  games  based  on  Physical 
Exercises.  The  Girls’  programme  included  raffia  work,  weaving,  English  and  Scottish 
Folk  Dancing,  Painting  and  toy  making,  and  Irish  Country  dancing.  Lantern 
lectures  and  community  singing  were  introduced  on  several  occasions. 
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St.  Paul’s,  Toxteth  (Boys  and  Girls).  Staff :  Mr.  W.  J.  Rowlands  and  8 

Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  448. 

The  occupations  of  the  girls  were  dancing  and  games  (two  classes),  painting  and 
crayon  work,  needlework  and  raffia  work,  and  those  of  the  boys  were  drawing  (pencil, 
crayon  and  brush  work),  cardboard  modelling  and  light  woodwork.  Classes  occasion¬ 
ally  combined  for  concerts  and  community  singing. 

NetherfleM  Road  (Boys  and  Girls.)  Staff :  Mr.  I.  Williams  and  8  Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  607. 

Eight  classes  were  held  in  the  following  subjects  : — Girls  :  paper  flowers  and 
toy  making,  acting  fairy  tales  and  characters,  painting  and  dancing.  Boys  :  card¬ 
board  work,  painting,  boxing  and  indoor  games.  Two  classes  occasionally  combined 
for  lantern  lectures. 

Salisbury  Street  Council  (Boys).  Staff  :  Mr.  W.  Waterhouse  and  8  Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  463. 

Eight  classes  were  enthusiastically  attended,  the  activities  comprising  woodwork 
(heavy  and  light,  including  cardboard  and  paper  work),  art,  wire-work,  basket  work, 
dramatics,  vigorous  games  and  quiet  games.  The  vigorous  games  included  team 
games,  racing,  boxing,  handball,  and,  when  daylight  permitted,  outdoor  activities 
took  place.  The  indoor  games  included  ludo,  draughts,  rings,  quoits  and  jig-saw 
puzzles.  Lantern  lectures  were  given  on  nine  occasions. 

Salisbury  Street  Council  (Girls).  Staff  :  Miss  G.  McClelland  and  8  Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  581. 

The  work  was  carried  on  in  eight  classes,  as  follows  : — ballroom  dancing, 
dramatisation  of  stories,  painting  of  hectographed  copies,  designing  of  greeting  cards, 
canework,  raffia  work,  wool  work,  paper  cutting,  cardboard  toy-making,  paper-flower 
making,  draughts  and  dominoes.  Voluntary  workers  conducted  overflow  classes. 

Wellington  Road  (Boys  and  Girls).  Staff  :  Mr.  W.  L.  Jones  and  8  Assistants. 

Average  attendance,  496. 

The  chief  interests  of  the  boys  lay  in  physical  exercises,  boxing,  reading,  painting 
and  indoor  games,  and  those  of  the  girls  in  painting,  dancing,  dramatics  and  charades. 
The  regular  preparation  and  performance  of  little  playlets  ”  by  the  girls  was  a 
decided  success. 

Playground  Play  Centres.  Summer  Months,  1935. 

In  all  built-up  areas  the  provision  of  playing  spaces  for  children 
after  school  hours,  in  the  vicinity  of  their  homes,  is  a  problem 
which  presents  many  difficulties,  Even  when  playgrounds  or  parks 
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are  available,  experience  lias  shown  that  children  require  leaders 
to  organise  their  play  and  recreation.  In  recent  years  motor  traffic 
has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  playing  in  the  streets  has 
become  dangerous. 

Experimental  schemes  have  been  organised  by  the  Education 
Authority  in  this  City  for  the  past  six  years,  whereby  a  number  of 
school  playgrounds  have  been  opened  for  children,  and  staffed  by 
paid  workers  (men  and  women)  for  the  period  (5-0  to  7-0  p.m.) 
which  statistics  prove,  through  the  number  of  traffic  accidents  in 
the  streets,  to  be  dangerous  hours.  The  activities  usually  organised 
and  practised  include  bat  and  ball  games,  football  with  rubber 
balls,  hand-ball,  racing,  skipping,  jumping,  skittles,  quoits,  clock- 
golf,  etc. ;  while  fairy-cycles  and  perambulators  are  admitted  to 
several  of  the  playgrounds. 

The  experiment  of  appointing  some  men  and  women  who  were  not 
in  regular  daily  employment  was  continued.  These  people  worked 
conscientiously,  and  the  results  obtained  were  encouraging,  especi¬ 
ally  in  the  case  of  those  who  had  had  previous  experience  in  the 
work  during  the  summers  of  1933  and  1934.  It  was,  however, 
demonstrated  that  specially  selected  teachers  had  an  influence  in 
attracting  larger  numbers  of  children  to  the  playgrounds. 

During  the  summer  months,  May  to  September,  1935  (exclusive 
of  the  school  holidays),  the  scheme  in  Liverpool  was  extended  so  as 
to  include  32  school  playgrounds  for  controlled  play. 

The  total  approximate  cost  of  the  scheme  for  the  session  just 
completed,  including  the  extension  authorised  by  the  Committee  in 
Tune  last  when  14  additional  centres  were  opened,  was  £660  Os.  Od. 

The  playgrounds  in  use,  by  reason  of  their  size  and  situation, 
are  considered  by  the  Organisers  as  suitable  for  inclusion  in  the 
scheme  for  1936, 
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ATTENDANCES  AT  PUBLIC  SWIMMING  AND  SPRAY  BATHS,  1935. 


Swimming  Plunges. 

Slipper  and 

Spray  Baths. 

Summer  Months, 
1935. 

April,  May,  June, 
July,  Aug.,  Sept., 
Oct. 

Winter  Months, 
1935. 

Jan., Feb.,  Mar., 
Nov.,  Dec. 

Summer  Months 
1935. 

April ,  May ,  J  une, 
July,  Aug., Sept., 
Oct. 

Winter  Months, 
1935. 

Jan., Feb.,  Mar., 
Nov.,  Dec. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Beacon  Stieet 

— 

— 

— - 

! 

4,343 

— 

3,009 

— 

Burroughs  Gdns. 

20,905 

9,089 

8,077 

1,002 

■ — 

— 

1,184 

1,187 

Cornwallis  Street 

14,185 

10,064 

798 

227 

• — ■ 

- — 

805 

243 

Kensington 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

554 

504 

327 

320 

Lister  Drive 

27,794 

14,743 

6,971 

1,556 

— • 

— 

• — 

— 

Lodge  Lane 

24,375 

14,423 

7,656 

2,310 

■ — 

■ — 

925 

643 

Margaret  Street  . . . 

31,022 

11,835 

8,661 

1,188 

• — 

— 

382 

366 

Melrose  Road 

• — 

— 

— 

— • 

1,952 

1,502 

1,728 

1,486 

Minsliull  Street  . . . 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

440 

1,239 

355 

920 

Netherfield  Road 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— • 

783 

— ■ 

620 

Picton  Road 

17,274 

8,209 

2,216 

463 

— 

— 

1,109 

223 

Queens  Drive 

23,259 

13,372 

— 

— 

• — 

• — 

— - 

— 

Speke  R,oad 

19,571 

15,504 

13,432 

4,143 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Steble  Street 

37,846 

16,256 

16,094 

2,568 

■ — 

- — - 

1,382 

1,534 

Westminster  Road 

42,015 

18,210 

17,107 

4,383 

— 

— 

598 

941 

Woolton  ... 

2,400 

1,226 

— 

• — 

78 

73 

212 

158 

260,646 

132,931 

81,012 

17,840 

7,367 

4,101 

12,016 

8,641 

_ 

J 

J 

393,577 

98,852 

1L46S 

20,657 

.  i 

Grand  Total,  524,554 
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ATTENDANCES  AT  SCHOOL  SWIMMING  BATHS. 


Name  of 
School  Bath. 

Size  of  Bath. 

No.  of 
weeks 
Bath 
was 
in  use 
in  1935. 

Attendances. 

Other  Schools 
using  Bath. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Anfield  Road 

50'  X  20' 

20 

12,200 

6,600 

Townsend  Lane. 

Holy  Trinity  C.E. 

Beaufort  Street 

34' X  16' 

24 

7,587 

2,780 

— 

Birchfield  Road 

58' X  20' 

20 

7,397 

5,375 

— 

Brae  Street 

25' X  15' 

18 

1,696 

816 

— 

Breckfield  C. 
(Granton  Road) 

40'  X  15' 

19 

1,645 

Loraine  Street. 

Venice  Street. 

St.  Saviour’s  Everton 
Queens  Road. 

Breckfield  C. 

(Venice  Street) 

20'  X  10' 

17 

3,500 

Major  Lester  C. 
Queens  Road. 

St.  George’s  C.E. 
St.Saviour’s, Everton. 

Daisy  Street 

19' X  15'9" 

24 

1,100 

930 

— . 

Earle  C. 

(Webster  Road) 

24'  X 18' 

22 

2,660 

1,413 

Earle  Road. 

St.  Hugh’s  R.C. 

Clint  Road. 

Harrington  G. 

24' X  13'6" 

20 

1,355 

1,596 

— 

lley worth  Street  . . . 

30' x  20' 

25 

5,100 

3,680 

Steers  Street. 

Everton  Terrace. 

St.  Benedict’s  C.E. 

Lawrence  Road 

54'x24' 

24 

6,725 

5,760 

Earle  Road. 

Webster  Road. 

St.  Hugh’s  R.C. 

Newsham  C. 

(Boaler  Street) 

45'  X  20' 

24 

6,829 

2,831 

Sheil  Road. 

Butler  Street. 
Fairfield  C.E. 

St.  Michael’s  R.C. 

Rathbone  C. 

21 '6"  X  15'3// 

25 

3,250 

4,250 

Sacred  Heart  R.C. 

St.  Michael’s  C. 

22'6"X18'6" 

15 

940 

624 

Aigburth  C.E. 

St.  Charles’  R.C. 

Sefton  Park  C. 

40' X  20' 

22 

2,294 

2,004 

Dovedale  Road. 
Morrison  C. 

Warbreck  C. 

(Longmoor  Lane) 

50' X  20' 

20 

10,114 

6,907 

Barlows  Lane. 

Rice  Lane. 

Holy  Name  R.C. 

St.  John’s,  Walton. 

Totals 

72,747 

47,211 
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Games,  Athletics  and  Swimming  “  Out  of  School  Hours.” 

Four  district  Sports  Committees  of)  teachers  are  (voluntarily 
responsible  for  conducting  organised  games,  athletics,  swimming 
competitions,  dancing  and  physical  training  displays  after  school 
hours  and  on  Saturday  mornings.  These  are:  — 

1.  The  Liverpool  Branch  of  the  TLTJ.T.  (organises  activities 
for  girls  from  all  schools). 

2.  The  Liverpool  Branch  of  the  1NT.A.S.  (organises  activities 
for  boys  from  all  schools'!. 

3.  The  Liverpool  Schools  Football  Association  (controls  all 
football  competitions). 

4.  The  Catholic  Schools  Athletic  Association  (organises  addi¬ 
tional  competitions  for  boys  and  girls  attending  B.C. 
schools). 

Extracts  from  the  reports  for  the  year  1935  of  the  Hon.  Secre¬ 
taries  of  these  four  Associations  are  here  appended  :  — 

By  Miss  M.  M.  Williams  (Hon.  Secretary,  Sports  Committee, 
Liverpool  Branch,  N.L.T.)  :  — 

“  The  Sports  Committee  has  organised  once  again  competitions  in  Athletics, 

“  Hockey,  Netball,  Rounders  and  Swimming.” 

NETBALL. 

“  In  the  Season  1934/35  there  were  the  usual  Senior,  Junior  and  Knock-out 
“  Competitions. 

Senior  Leagues  ...  ...  38  entiies. 

Junior  Leagues  ...  ...  27  ,, 

“  The  Netball  Competition  has  been  extended  for  the  current  Season  (1935/36), 

“  and  is  being  run  in  three  leagues  : — 

Senior  League  ...  ...  35  entries. 

Intermediate  League  ...  20  ,, 

Junior  League  ...  ...  13  ,, 

“  The  County  League  Competition  was  run  in  two  sections  this  year,  Liverpool 
taking  second  place  in  its  league.” 

“  In  an  Inter-City  Ivnock-Out  Competition  held  later  at  Preston,  however, 

“  Liverpool  was  the  winner,” 
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HOCKEY. 

“  As  this  game  can  only  be  played  by  those  schools  which  are  within  reasonable 
distance  from  a  playing  field,  the  entries  are  necessarily  few  in  number.” 

“  During  the  Season  1934/5,  ten  schools  took  part  in  the  competition,  and  played 
“  in  three  leagues.” 

ROUNDERS. 

“  The  league  entries  this  year  wrere  as  follows  : — 

Senior  League  ...  ...  49  entries. 

Intermediate  League  ...  33  ,, 

Junior  League  ...  ...  31  ,, 

“  All  the  games  in  this  competition,  including  the  finals,  were  played  in  the 
“  Summer  Term.” 

“  The  finals  were  played  at  Sandown  Park,  on  July  1st.” 

ATHLETICS. 

“  It  is  with  very  great  pleasure  that  we  record  our  success  in  this  branch  of 
“  sport.  Preliminary  meetings  were  held  at  Sandown  Park,  Long  Lane,  Back  Lane, 
“  and  Jericho  Farm,  and  a  special  meeting  was  held  at  Sandown  Park  to  run  off 
“  the  preliminary  heats  in  Hurdles  and  Relay  Races.” 

“  The  finals  took  place  in  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  May  29th,  when  Ellergreen 
“  Road  School  won  the  Championship,  with  Florence  Melly  School  runner-up.” 

LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  FESTIVAL. 

“  This  was  held  at  Blackburn  on  Saturday,  June  29tli,  and  Liverpool  sent  a 
“  strong  team,  all  the  members  of  which  had  been  first,  second  or  third  in  the  various 
“  races  at  our  own  festival. 

Results 

“  Liverpool  Team  was  Third  in  440  yaids  Relay  Races,  Third  in  400  yards 
“  Squardon  Race,  First  in  Hurdles,  Third  in  High  Jump,  Third  in  Long  Jump,  Third 
“  in  100  yards,  Third  in  150  yards,  and  became  winner  of  the  ‘  Mrs.  Aitken  Shield,’ 
“  ufith  17  points  as  County  Champions,  Manchester  being  runner-up.” 

“  The  President’s  Trophy  (Boys’  and  Girls’)  events  was  also  won  by  Liverpool. 
“  As  a  result  of  their  success,  L.  Burns,  J.  Ra  wsthorne  and  R.  Wilson  were  selected 
“  for  the  Lancashire  Team  to  compete  at  Kettering  in  the  National  Festival.” 

SWIMMING. 

“  The  1935  season  was  a  successful  one  even  though  Margaret  Street  Bath 
“  was  closed  for  the  first  half.” 

“  One  hundred  and  eight  schools  registered  for  Certificates,  and  of  these  48 
“  entered  for  one  or  more  league  competitions,” 
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Certificates. 


Third  Class 
Second  Class 
Back  Stroke 
First  Class  ... 

Total 


1,753 

1,415 

803 

423 

4,394  (3,763  in  1934). 


Cotjtie  Shield. 

“  This  has  been  won  by  Banks  Road  School,  with 
“  schools  in  this  competition  were  : — 

Banks  Road  C. 

St.  Cleopas’  C.E.  ... 

St.  James’  C. 

Tiber  Street  C. 

Beaufort  Street  C.  . 


167 '6  points. 

167-6 

144-1 

143-6 

142-0 

140-1 


The  leading 


Life-Saving. 

“  The  teaching  of  life-saving  is  not  as  popular  as  we  could  wish,  but  Lister  Drive 
“  School  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  obtained  no  less  than  51  Life-Saving 
“  Medals  and  Certificates.  To  win  ten  Bronze  Medals  is  a  fine  achievement.” 

“  Encouragement  of  Swimming  Committee  held  trials  in  Westminster  Road 
“  Baths  during  the  month  of  October,  for  boys  and  girls  who,  on  March  31st,  1936, 
“  would  be  over  14  and  under  15  years.” 

“  On  the  results  of  the  trials,  28  girls  were  awarded  Swimming  Scholarships, 
“  i.e.,  free  membership  of  an  affiliated  club  with  free  coaching  and  a  free  bath  contract 
“for  Season  1936.” 

Galas. 

“  Eight  successful  galas  were  held  again  this  year.” 

CONCLUSION. 

“  The  Committee  once  again  offers  its  grateful  thanks  to  all  those  teachers  who 
“  have  given  so  generously  of  their  time  and  energy  as  secretaries  and  officials, 
without  whose  help  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  achieve  such  success.” 


By  Mr.  D.  Snowdon  (Hon.  Secretary ,  Sport  Committee,  Liverpool 
Association  of  Schoolmasters)  :  — 

“  The  L.A.S.  Sports  Committee  has  pleasure  in  reporting  another  highly  satis¬ 
factory  year  of  work  on  behalf  of  the  Sports  and  Athletics  of  our  Liverpool  School- 
“  boys.  Every  branch  of  the  Committee’s  activities  has  continued  to  flourish,  and  an 
increase,  not  only  in  the  number  of  schools  entering,  but  also  in  the  number  of 
competing  teams,  is  shown  in  the  several  competitions.  Conspicuous  success  has 
“  marked  Liverpool’s  entry  on  new  ground  in  connection  with  Rugby  League  Eoot- 
“  ball.” 
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RUGBY. 

“  The  Liverpool  Schoolboys’  Rugby  League  Committee  of  Representatives  was 
“  recognised  as  a  sub-committee  of  the  L.A.S.  Sports  Committee  early  in  the 
“season.  At  the  moment"  of  going  to  press,  17  schools  are  playing  in  the  main 
“  competition,  and  have  been  admitted  to  the  competitions  for  the  Lancashire  School - 
“  boys’  Rugby  League  Cup,  and  ‘  Daily  Dispatch  ’  Shield.  Six  Junior  Schools 
“  have  also  taken  up  the  game,  and  it  is  hoped  to  provide  matches  for  the  Central 
“  Schoolboys  who  are  above  the  age  limit.” 

CRICKET. 

“  Attention  is  specially  directed  to  the  remarkable  advance  in  popularity  of  the 
“  Cricket  competitions.  In  1925,  there  were  101  teams  entered  from  01  Schools, 
“  and  last  season  (1935)  there  were  178  teams  from  100  Schools.” 

“  A  Liverpool  Schoolboys’  Cricket  Eleven  was  selected  after  several  trials  and 
“  enjoyed  a  very  happy  season.  Home  and  away  fixtures  were  played  against 
“  Liverpool  College  and  Wallasey  Schoolboys,  and  away  matches  against  strong 
“  Junior  elevens  from  the  Aigburth  Club  and  Holt  School.” 

“  The  Home  fixture  against  the  CoJege,  played  on  the  County  Ground,  at 
“  Aigburth,  was  the  most  exciting  of  the  series.” 

“  Our  record  for  the  season  reads  : 

Played,  6  ;  Won,  2  ;  Lost,  2  ;  Drawn,  2.” 


BASEBALL. 

“  Sixty-one  teams  took  part  in  the  Baseball  Leagues.  As  in  Cricket,  the  various 
“  inter-schools  games  were  contested  with  the  keenest  rivalry  and  fine  sportsman- 
“  ship.” 

“  The  Knock-Out  Competitions  again  produced  some  fine  games.” 
ATHLETICS. 

“  Long  continued  and  arduous  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Athletic  Festival 
“  Committee  wrere  well  rewarded  by  the  brilliant  success  which  attended  the  Athletics 
“of  1935.” 

“  There  was  a  widening  of  the  activities  by  the  innovation  of  Six  Junior  Festivals 
“  in  districts  similar  to  the  Senior  ones,  thus  twelve  District  Festivals  had  to  be  run 
“  off  before  the  General  Festivals.  Inter-school  rivalry  and  enthusiasm  ran  high, 
“  and  the  general  standard  of  achievement  of  the  competitors  showed  improvement 
“  on  previous  years.” 

“  The  Liverpool  Team  competed  at  the  Lancashire  Festival,  held  at  Blackburn, 
“  on  Saturday,  June  29th,  and  vras  again  outstanding,  all  three  trophies  being  retained 
“  for  another  year.  Several  Liverpool  boys  were  included  in  the  team  chosen  to  repre- 
“  sent  Lancashire  at  the  National  Festival  held  at  Kettering,  on  July  20th.  H.  N. 
“  Surtees  (Holy  Trinity,  Breck  Road),  ran  splendidly  and  received  the  National 
“  Standard  Medal.’ 
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SWIMMING. 

s;  in  the  Swimming  Leagues  there  were  103  teams  entered  from  54  schools,  an 
“  increase  of  17  teams  and  4  schools  on  last  season.  Steers  Street  gained  all  four 
“  Championships,  after  some  very  thrilling  racing  in  the  finals.” 

“  In  addition  to  the  schools  entering  the  Leagues,  68  others  affiliated,  this 
‘v  being  an  increase  of  5  on  1934.  A  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  Certificates 
“  awarded  for  Swimming  is  shown,  the  total  being  3,860,  as  against  3,885  last  year  ; 

“  the  allocation  being  as  follows  :  Beginners,  2,324  ;  Distance,  1,284  ;  Speed,  239  ; 

“  Proficiency,  19.” 

“  The  usual  District  and  Championship  Galas  were  held.” 

“  The  four  Championships  brought  together  65  of  our  keenest  competitors  in 
“  their  respective  styles,  resulting  in  31  obtaining  Standard  Certificates.” 

“  Two  new  competitions  were  added  to  our  already  large  programme.  The 
first  was  the  Northern  Counties  Inter-Town  Schoolboy  Swimming  Competition, 
in  which  we  were  successful  in  two  rounds,  but  were  finally  defeated  by  Manchester 
“  in  the  Semi-Final.” 

“  In  the  second  competition  we  were  more  successful.  This  was  the  match 
“  against  the  Secondary  School  Juniors,  an  age  to  age  contest.  We  carried  off  the 
“  honours  after  a  keen  struggle  by  30  points  to  22.” 

GENERAL. 

“  The  difficulty  of  finding  a  venue  suitable  for  our  Sports  Events  has  been 
“  emphasised  during  the  year,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  this  will  be  remedied  in  the 
“  future  and  that  some  day  the  schools  will  have  the  use  of  a  well-planned  ground 
“  for  all  their  sporting  activities.” 

“  The  Sports’  Committee  is  annually  charged  with  the  control  and  administration 
“  of  the  many-sided  organisation  of  the  sports  and  games  of  our  boys,  but  it  is  to  the 
“  host  of  colleagues  who  give  so  abundantly  of  their  leisure  in  training  their  scholars 
“  to  take  a  worthy  part  in  the  hurly-burly  of  inter-school  games,  and  inculcating  the 
“  highest  ideals  of  good  sportsmanship  on  the  playing  fields,  that  credit  is  due  for  the 
“  year’s  successes  in  1935.  It  is  with  pride  in  the  recollection  of  past  achievements, 

“  and  confidence  in  the  future,  that  the  Sports  Committee  submits  this  report.” 

By  Mr.  JI.  11.  Atherley  (Hon.  Secretary,  Liverpool  Schools 
Football  Association):  — 

STRENGTH. 

“  The  number  of  schools,  or  departments,  affiliated  for  the  year  was  145  ;  again 
“  an  increase  and  a  record.  This  means  that  there  are  now  less  than  ten  schools 
“  in  the  City  with  senior  boys  which  are  not  playing  League  Football,  and  the 
“  majority  of  these  are  small  ‘  Mixed  ’  departments.  A  very  pleasing  aspect  of  this 
“  increasing  membership  is  the  growing  number  of  Junior  Departments  which  are 
“  finding  it  possible  to  turn  out  a  school  team.  There  are  now  26  teams  in  the 
“  Open  ‘  D  ’  Competition  for  boys  under  11  years  of  age  ;  in  1932  there  were  10.” 
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44  The  following  schools  are  to 

be  congratulated  on  their  teams 

becoming 

champions  of  their  respective  divisions,  a  very  difficult  task  now  that  the  number 
of  competing  teams  is  so  large. 

Division  4  A.’ — 

Senior 

Abbotsford  Road. 

Intermediate 

St.  Margaret’s,  Anfield. 

Junior 

Division  4  B.’ — 

Anfield  Road. 

Senior  . 

Leamington  Roach 

Junior 

Leamington  Road. 

Division  4  C.’ — 

(This  double  victory  is  a  record,  so 
can  gather.  Congratulations.) 

far  as  we 

Christ  Church,  Everton. 

Division  4  D.’ — 

Anfield  Road. 

44  The  Knock-out  Competition  attracted  an  entry  of  63  teams,  an  increase  of 
“  two  on  last  year.  As  always,  play  was  very  keen,  and  the  winners,  Ellergreen 
“  Road,  did  exceedingly  well  to  win  the  Cup  for  the  second  time  in  three  years.” 

CATHOLIC  LEAGUES. 

44  Forty  schools  took  part  in  the  Competitions,  58  teams  being  entered 
44  altogether.  The  Finalists  were  : — 

League  I. 

Champions:  St.  John’s  (N.).  Runners-up:  St.  Patrick’s  (S.). 

St.  Elizabeth’s  Central  took  Third  place. 

League  II. 

Champions :  Friary  (N.).  Runners-up  :  St.  Teresa’s. 

St.  Gerard’s  took  Third  place. 

Junior  League. 

Champions  :  St.  Alexander’s  (N.).  Runners-up  :  St.  Michael’s  (S.). 
Daily  Dispatch  Shield. 

Winners  :  St.  Elizabeth’s  Cen.  Runners-up  :  St.  John’s. 

Catholic  Schools  Cup. 

Winners :  St.  John’s.  Runners-up :  Stw  Anthony’s. 

THE  CHAMPION’S  GAME. 

44  For  a  second  season  the  Open  Leagues  champion  team  had  to  bend  the  knee 
44  to  the  Catholic  Leagues  champions. 

THE  CITY  TEAM. 

44  Playing  Salford  in  the  English  Shield  Competition  we  lost  3-1,  and  again  our 
44  forwards  were  shooting  all  round  the  goal  but  not  into  it.” 


“  We  beat.  Ormskirk  in  the  second  round  of  the  Lancashire  Cup  Competition,  3-0, 
“  but  in  the  third  round,  versus  St.  Helen’s,  the  same  old  fault  defeated  us,  again  3-1. 

“  We  retained  the  W.  R-.  Williams’  Cup  by  defateing  Bootle  4-1,  and  reached 
“  the  Semi-Final  of  the  Merseyside  Competition,  defeating  Runcorn  2-0,  but  lost  to 
“  Southport  3-2,  after  leading  2-0.” 

COUNTY  AND  INTERNATIONAL  HONOURS. 

“  We  have  had  three  boys  ‘  capped  ’  for  their  County.” 

“  Gick,  of  Seamen’s  Orphanage  (twice),  Martin,  of  Butler  Street,  and  Murphy,  of 
“  Birchfield  Road  School.  Unfortunately,  Simpson,  of  Seamen’s  Orphanage,  had  to 
“  nurse  a  damaged  ankle  in  preparation  for  his  greater  honour,  and  this  prevented 
‘  his  playing  for  Lancashire.” 

“  As  our  most  powerful  and  effective  forward,  Simpson,  was  our  nomination  for 
“  International  honours,  and  we  are  sure  that  those  who  witnessed  the  game  at 
“  Anheld,  England  versus  Ireland,  will  agree  that  Simpson  played  a  very  good 
“  game,  and  did  himself,  his  School,  and  our  Association  great  credit.” 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  OF  THANKS. 

“  No  report  from  our  Association  would  be  complete  without  its  messages  of 

thanks.” 

“  From  the  point  of  view  of  registering  benefit  to  the  greatest  number  we  must 
“  put  our  Education  Committee  first,  since  we  are  allowed,  open-handedlv,  the 
“  use  of  their  many  playing  fields  for  as  many  of  our  schools  leagues  as  we  wish.  Some 
“  hundreds  of  games  must  be  played  on  these  grounds  each  year  on  Saturday  mornings 
“  alone.  Further,  for  our  City  Team  practices  and,  indeed,  actual  Competition  games, 

“  when  we  are  hard  pressed  for  a  ground  these  Committee  grounds  are  willingly 
“  placed  at  our  disposal.” 

“  The  Leagues  Committee  tender  their  sincerest  thanks  to  all  the  Team  Repre- 
“  sentatives  who,  win  or  lose,  cheerfully  devote  their  spare  time  to  promoting  school- 
“  boy  football  in  Liverpool,  and  in  fostering  the  spirit  of  sportsmanship  ;  and  to 
“  those  gentlemen  who  assist  so  well  as  referees,  linesmen,  and  particularly  stewards 
“  at  the  various  games.” 

By  Mr.  H.  Gr.  Turner  (Hon.  Secretary,  Liverpool  and  District 
Catholic  Elementary  Schools  Athletic  Association):  — 

FOOTBALL. 

“  The  control  has  passed  from  our  hands  into  those  of  the  Liverpool  Schools’ 

“  Football  Association.” 

“  To  the  committee  of  the  L.S.F.A.  and  the  sub-committee  of  the  Catholic 
“  Schools’  Football  Leagues,  we  tender  our  sincerest  congratulations  on  a  successful 
“  season  past  with  the  wishes  of  more  successful  seasons  to  come.” 
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NETBALL. 

“  The  number  of  schools  entering  for  this  activity  still  remains  below  the  score  ; 

18  teams  competed  in  two  Senior  Leagues  and  12  teams  in  the  Junior  Leagues  (two). 
“  In  the  last  five  years  there  has  been  a  considerable  amount  of  fluctuation  in  the 
“  numbers  of  entries,  but  the  increase  of  only  G  schools  since  1932  indicates  that 
“  some  steps  must  be  taken  to  promote  further  the  interest.  The  quality  of  play, 
“  knowledge  of  rules  and  enthusiasm  of  the  teams’  supporters,  however,  is  some 
“recompense  for  the  disappointment  felt  in  the  comparative  smallness  of  competing 
‘schools.  The  ‘  Knock-out  Competition  ’  continues  to  find  great  favour  among 
“  the  enthusiasts.” 

CRICKET. 

“  To  a  certain  extent  this  very  short  season  has  proved  disappointing  to  the 
“  26  schools  competing  in  the  Leagues  and  Reynolds  Cup  Competitions.  Indifferent 
“  weather  caused  many  postponements  and  the  finals  had  to  be  rushed  at  the  end 
“  in  order  to  finish  by  the  end  of  the  School  term.  Despite  this  obvious  drawback, 
“  the  games,  it  is  noted,  progressed  with  their  usual  zest  and  further  keenness  may  be 
“  aroused  next  season  by  a  North  versus  South  fixture.” 

BASEBALL. 

“  Twenty  schools  entered  for  the  Baseball  Leagues  and  Cup  Competitions.  No 
“  definite  increase  has  been  recorded,  but  the  season’s  report  on  this  section  is  one  of 
“  great  satisfaction.  Gone  are  once  vague  ideas  of  the  rules.  Instead  we  may  now 
“  see  boys  playing  with  a  very  keen  sense  of  the  rules  behind  them.” 

SWIMMING. 

“  On  parallel  lines  with  two  other  Liverpool  Schools  organisations,  this  Associa- 
“  tion  endeavours  to  cater  for  the  Swimming  enthusiast.  Twenty-eight  schools 
“  entered  teams,  either  free-style,  breast-stroke  or  both,  in  Girls’  and  Boys’  Competi- 
“  tions.  The  number  of  schools  organising  their  own  Swimming  Galas  is  having  a 
“  definite  effect  upon  the  standard  and  style  of  swimming,  which  is  definitely  on  the 
“  up-grade.  The  co-operation  of  the  Education  Committee  and  the  Baths  Com- 
“  mittee  enables  our  Representatives  to  conduct  practices,  trials  and  matches  with 
“  the  utmost  ease.  We  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  work  of  these  Committees  which 
“  enable  us  to  improve  constantly  this  valuable  recreation.  Our  prospects  in 
“  Swimming  are  definitely  encouraging.” 

SWIMMING  GALAS. 

“  Two  inter-school  swimming  galas  were  organised  by  this  Association- — one  for 
“  boys,  at  Westminster  Road  Baths,  the  other  for  girls,  at  Lodge  Lane  Baths.  From 
“  every  point  of  view,  the  galas  were  successful  beyond  the  hopes  of  the  organisers  ; 
“  1,200  children  participated  in  the  many  and  varied  races  which  were  all 
“  well  contested.  These  functions  are  fast  becoming  the  main  events  of  the  Swimming 
“  Season — loyalty  to  one’s  school,  enthusiasm  and  individual  effort  seen  at  such 
“  close  quarters  arouse  competitor  and  spectator  to  the  highest  degrees  of  interest. 
“  It  is  the  committee’s  opinion  that  even  more  attention  must  be  paid  to  this  activity.” 
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ATHLETIC  FESTIVAL. 

“  Two  preliminaries  were  arranged  so  that  1,540  children  could  take  part  in  the 
“  Final  at  Liverpool  F.C.  Ground,  last  May.  In  all,  3,100  boys  and  girls  strove  to 
“  gain  prizes  for  themselves  or  points  for  their  schools.  The  Athletic  Cups  were 
“  obtained  by  very  small  margins,  whilst  the  standard  of  the  girls  competing  was 
“  so  very  even  that  it  was  impossible  to  award  a  Victor  Ludorum  Medal.  Even 
“  now,  arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  17th  Festival  with  the  hopes  that  an 
“  early  start  will  predict  a  successful  finish.” 

CONCLUSION. 

“  The  success  of  this  report  is  due  to  the  enthusiasm,  loyalty,  co-operation 
“  and  goodwill  of  the  School  Sports  Representatives  who,  by  a  sacrifice  of  spare  time, 
“  have  maintained  among  our  children  that  interest  and  keenness  in  Sport  which 
“  has  been  so  noteworthy  in  this  City.” 

“  To  the  Education  Committee,  for  their  everwillingness  to  place  at  our  disposal 
“  the  use  of  Education  grounds  and  equipment,  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  we 
“  can  only  settle  by  a  sincere  vote  of  thanks  and  a  continuance  in  our  efforts  to 
“  prepare  our  boys  and  girls  to  become  citizens  in  every  sense  of  the  word.” 


It  is  recommended  that  a  letter  of  appreciation  and  congratula¬ 
tion  be  sent  from  the  Elementary  Education  Sub-Committee  to  the 
Chairman  of  each  of  these  four  Associations. 


March,  1936. 


ALFRED  E.  HARRIS, 


Inspector  of  Physical  Training . 


